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THE 



TRANSLATOR'S PREPACK 



Much dispute has arisen in this country 
upon the expediency, and even as to the law- 
fulness (on Christian principles), of distri- 
buting for the use of the churches those 
Scriptures, which, at the Reformation, were 
separated from the rest of the Bible, and 
placed under the head of Apocrypha. Having 
been led, in the course of these discussions, 
to look for myself into the contents of one of 
them, in the Latin text of the Vulgate^ I 
pretty soon came to the conclusion that it 
might be rendering a service, both to the 
cause of truth and to my fellow professors 
of the Christian faith, to give a new transla- 
tion into English of the text of the Ecclesi- 
asticus. In the space of about four months 
this object has (not without prayer, and the 
blessing of God upon my labour,) been ac- 
complished; in a manner of which the 
reader shall judge for himself. I have thought 
the publication of it at the present time not 
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VI 



unseasonable ; as it may serve to divert the 
controversy from the merits or demerits of 
those who have, of later years, been con- 
cerned in circulating the Apocryphal along 
with the Canonical Scriptures, towards that 
part of the subject, to which we might as 
well have sat down at first, more deliberately 
— the comparative value of the Apocryphal 
Books, as parts oi Jewish Scripture — together 
with the degree of evidence which might be 
obtained from the Bible itself, or from other 
sources, in proof of the authenticity of several 
of them, and of their intimate and useful con- 
nection with other Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

In discharging the new, and heretofore by 
me untried, office of a translator of Scripture^ 
I have not held myself obliged to copy strictly 
the phraseology already extant (and by most 
considered as a model) in the csmonical: 
books of our authorised version. My en-^ 
deavour has been to produce a. version which 
should be at once free and faithful ; yet not 
wanting in dignity, wherever the subject did 
not necessarily induce a certain familiarity in 
the style. I have freely used Italics^ where the 
supply of a word or two might serve to ren- 
der easy and connected (and this without 
forcing the sense) what would otherwise have 
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been chargeable, though in a less measure, 
with the palpable defects of this book as we 
have it in English. 

A few notes are appended, for the elu- 
cidation of the rendering qf particular pas- 
sages : and although the text of the Vulgate 
(of the edition of 1527) which I use, be with- 
out the verses, I have thought it needful to 
divide mine according to our Bibles ; yet 
without breaking the paragraphs into which 
the text appeared naturally to fall. The 
texts moreover of the Vulgate, and of the 
Septuagint (from the latter of which comes 
our own), are found in very many places to 
disagrea Where the Vulgate contains a pe- 
riod which is wholly wanting in the Greek, 
it will be found in my translation marked 
with an asterisk. Where a verse which is 
contained in our Bible does not appear at all 
in the Vulgate, the number of the verse is 
placed in a parenthesis.* The reader will thus 
be enabled easily to make for himself the 
comparison of the redundancy, in parts, of 
each of them, as compared with the other. 
The parts which are peculiar to the Septua- 
gint app^r considerably the less valuable ; 

* With the exception of two instances, which the reader will 
be pleased to correct thus : Ch. m. (19.) (25.), Ch. V. (8.) 
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and indeed are sometimes insignificant. The 
text of the Vulgate, I may remark, is far su- 
perior to the other, and although undoubt- 
edly also a translation has more the air of 
an original. 

The Ecclesiasticm, considered in itself, ex- 
hibits some peculiar characters. 

1. It is evidently a collection of writings 
penned at different times; and on various oc- 
casions. I have discovered in it not less than 
thirteen divisions, regulated by the nature of 
the subject, or the manner of their beginning 
and ending. These I have not, however, ven- 
tured to make into Sections^ otherwise than 
by a slight rule interposed in the printing. I 
reckon not among them the " Prologue of 
Jesus the Son of Sirach,'' a preface which 
so evidently belongs to the Greek text, that, 
although found in the Vulgate, I had some 
difficulty in persuading myself to insert it 
The " Prologue made hy an uncertain author,^ 
I have dropped : it is not in the Latin, and 
it contains nothing which is not either in the 
former preface, or evident from the book 
itself. 

2. It would se6m from the contents, that 
some parts of the Ecclesiasticus were written 
in the captivity under the Babylonian mon- 
archs. The author of these was, moreover^ 
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a holy man, deeply imbued with the spirit of 
the more ancient sacred writers of bis own 
nation. Strong allusions are found to parts 
of the Pentateuchy of the book of Job^ the 
Psalmsy the prophecies of Isaiah^ and the his* 
torical books. To the Proverbs this book 
appeals, as might be expected, in its senten- 
tious parts, pretty frequently. 

3. The author of these parts of the collec- 
tion was a person not only conversant with the 
Holy Scriptures, but also employed in state 
afiairs, and having a large experience of the 
world, and of human nature under its various 
aspects. He refers, I think, to those trans- 
actions in which the prophet Daniel had a 
share, under Nebudiadnezzar,Belshazzar, and 
Darius ; not, indeed, as quoting history, but 
in the way of solemn and instructive reflec- 
tion. On the whole, it may, I think, without 
unreasonable presumption be concluded, that 
the prophet Daniel himself, or one of his 
nation, likeminded with him and employed 
under him, left behind him the manuscripts 
out of which chiefly this book was composed. 

Not only does the Ecclesiasticm refer iis 
largely to the canonical writings of the Jews, 
(and what Jew in such a captivity would 
not have delighted so to use them ?) but it 
re-appears likewise in the doctrine of our 

a 
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Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles, in the 
New Testament. . It was, if I mistake not, 
occasionally in the view of the Saviour of men 
(in common with the Pentateuch) in those his 
more heavenly discourses. Why should we 
stumble at such a position? Surely it is 
competent to the Wisdom of God to use the 
same truths in different and distant ages (the 
Truth being still the substance), for the instruc- 
tion of his creature man in the things of the 
kingdom of heaven. We find these precepts 
of the divine law mixed, as might be ex- 
pected^ with maxims of human life and con- 
duct, becoming an upright judge and ruler, 
living in the capital of a large empire, amidst 
a learned and polished people. The Jews, 
we may conclude, remained corrupt in mo- 
rals (though no longer given to idolatry) 
during their long captivity : and we may con- 
ceive in these writings, the mind of such a 
man occupied in the task of conveying in- 
struction and reproof, in no ordinary language, 
to the companions of his exile. 

- 1 own I cannot but admire at a disposition 
to consign to neglect and oblivion the fruits 
of such a labour: which must have arisen, I 
think, from a too slight knowledge of the sub- 
ject, and from offence taken at some doctrinal 
passages, which are here in great part (I trust, 
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fairly) corrected. But supposing them not, 
shall we strike out from the Pentateuch the 
sentence of " Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for burn- 
ing, wound for wound, stripe for stripe ;'* be- 
cause our blessed Lord, with a view to the 
perfecting of our faith and patience, saith, 
** Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other also ?'' I suppose 
that if the Jews could have produced a per-, 
feet copy of an Hebrew original^ when they 
embodied their Canon, they would not have 
hesitated to include this book with the rest^ 
And I now claim for it, from my Fellow 
Christians, the like place, for instruction in 
morals and righteousness, which the first book 
of the Maccabees is allowed to hold in sacred 
history ; to wit, that of a connecting link be- 
tween the Scriptures of the Old and those of 
the New Testament 

Should the reader be disposed to receive 
with a portion of this charitable regard, and 
to peruse, with due attention both to the text 
and the references, " The Book of the Church'' 
as offered in this Translation, my end will 
have been answered, and God alone shall 
have the glory ! 

Tottenham : 
First Month 1st, 1827. 
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£RRATA et TORRIGENDA. 

CifAP. IV. V. 12.*> Put tlie reference to v. 13. : and v. 29.' substitute 

Jam. i. 29. 
Chap. XX. ▼. 24." Put the reference to ▼. 25. 
Chap. XLVIII. v. 15,'' SubstUute 2 Cbroii. xixvi. 9—11. B.C. 599. 

It is doubtful whether a rule should not have been inserted to divide 
Chap. L. from XLIX. as being of later date than the preceding 
matter of that section. 
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ECCLESIASTICUS. 



The Prologue of the Book of Jesus the Son qfSirach, which 
is entitled Ecclesiasticus. 

In the books of the Law and the Prophets, as in 
other which have been written in later times, we 
have displayed to us the wisdom of many and 
great men : so that Israel may justly be praised for 
its treasures of literature. And not only may they 
who are conversant with these become skilled in 
the Divine Law, but even strangers and foreigners 
have the opportunity, by reading and writing, to 
learn it perfectly. 

My grandfather Jesus, having diligently studied 
the Law and the Prophets, with the rest of the 
books which have been handed down to us from our 
forefathers, determined, himself, to compose some- 
thing on subjects appertaining to Divine instruc- 
tion : in order that such as were desirous to learn, 
and disposed to give diligent attention, might 
become more and more established in a life of 
true religion. 

I exhort my readers therefore to come to the 
perusal with good attention, and with a benevolent 
mind. For it is needful that some allowance be 
made for those parts where, though the sense of 
the Sacred Writings is closely followed, we may 

B 
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yet fail in the expression : the Hebrew being dif- 
ficult to render with its full force into another 
language. Moreover, both the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and the other writings above mentioned, 
when compared together in different copies, present 
not a few variations. 

When in the eighth, and afterwards in the thir- 
tieth year, in the reign of Ftolemy Euergetes^ 
(having passed into Egypt, and spent much of my 
time there,) I had met with some ancient books 
containing valuable treasures of Hebrew learning; I 
deemed it fit and necessary, myself, to apply my 
own diligent labour to the work of interpretation. 
I have accordingly used my utmost endeavour, for 
the time, to do what may be needful for the purpose 
of giving this book to the studious and well dis- 
posed, in such a way as that they may see what 
good morals are, and be enabled to attain their 
purpose of living according to the Law of the Lord. 

Note* — In the Vulgate Latin the Book of Ecclesiasticus is 
fbrther introduced by the short prologue of Rhabanus .* from 
which we learn, 1. That Jerome found it in use among the 
Hebrews, not with the title of Ecclesiasticus, as among the 
Latins, but with that of Proverbs, 2. That it was joined with 
Ecclesiastes and the Canticles^ ** ut Salomonem non modo 
librorum numero sed materise genere cosequaret*" S. That the 
Book of Wisdom was not met with among them [in his time], it 
being thought to savour too much of Grecian eloquence, and 
being by some attributed to Philo. 

** Ecclesiastes (says Rhabanus) is a book of practical instruc- 
tion: and Ecclesiasticus may well prove a sermon to any one 
who reads it. The many excellencies of this book have pro- 
cured it the title of Panaretes^ vayapiro^, omni virtutum genere 
jomatissimuSf as being in every way useful. And indeed, such 
is the clearness of the style, and the purity of ^e language, that 
it affi)rds its own comment in the reading."— £</. 
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Where this mark (*) occurs, it denotes a verse in this Trans- 
lation not having a counterpart in the English Bible. 



Chap. I. i. All wisdom is from the Lord God, o/the triune 
with whom it was before all time, and wiU be for rfT'^^' 

■ 1 Kings, HI. 

ever.* 2. Who hath numbered the sands of the ^^» *2. 
sea, the drops of the rain, the days of eternity? 
8* Who hath measured the height of heaven, the 
breadth of the earth, the depth of the abyss, or 
investigated the wisdom of God, which was before bisa.xi.13,14. 

11 Q b Rom xi. 34. 

«"• 1 Cor.ii. 16. 

4., Wisdom was first of all things brought 
forth, the providence of God was before all time. 
6. The source of wisdom is the word of God in ' 
heaven, its entrance into the earth the everlasting 
commandments.*" 6. To whom hath the root of c joi.n, i. 1—5. 
wisdom been revealed? who hath discovered its 
intricate windings, 7. or been taught its discipline, 
or known it in the fulness of experience ? 

8. There is one Almighty Creator of all things. The origin o/ 
God over all, sitting upon his throne, a king in ^^^'^' 
his might, greatly to be feared. 9. He himself 
created wisdom in the Holy Spirit : He saw it per^ 
Jecth/f and numbered and measured it : he poured 
it out upon all his works. 10. He giveth it to all to whom gwen. 

B 2 
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The love and 
fear of God .• 
U$effectu 

* Prov. 
ix. 10. 
MatLxL 
25—27. 



The portion of 
tfie wise. 



men as it pleaseth him, and especially to those that 
love him. 11. For the fear of the Lord is our glory 
and joy, our rejoicing, our crown of triumph. 

12. The fear of the Lord shall delight thy heart: it 
shall give thee joy and gladness unto old age. 

13. To him that feareth the Lord it shall be well in 
his latter end j in the day of his death he shall be 
blessed. * The love of God is honour and wisdom : 
they who find it will be ravished in beholding it, in 
contemplating the greatness of his ways. 14. **The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : it 
groweth up with the faithful from their birth. * It 
is the companion of choice women, it is seen 
with virtuous and faithful women. The fear of the 
Lord sanctifieth knowledge: holiness shall keep 
thy soul, and shall justify thee, and give thee cheer- 
fulness and gladness of heart 

16. It shall be well with them that fear the Lord : 
they shall be blessed in the day of his consolations. 

16. The fear of the Lord is the perfection of wis- 
dom. In partaking of his fruits there is fulness : 

17. and from generation to generation will he be- 
stow upon us every good gift, and fill our store- 
houses with his treasures. 

18. To fear the Lord is the crown of wisdom: 
when he had seen and considered wisdom, then did 
he fill it with peace and with fruits of abundance : 
for these are the gifls of the Most High. 19. The 
portion of the wise shall be understanding and 
prudence. Wisdom shall promote to honour them 
that possess it 20. If thy root be in the fear of the 
Lord, thy branches shall be wisdom and length of 
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days. * Wisdom and knowledge are the treasures of 
holiness, but sinners hate and despise them/ • prov.i. 7. 

21. The fear of the Lord prevfenteth from offend- patience and 
ing : 22. he that is without it shall not be justified j '^'^"'"' 
a wrathful and hasty spirit, is his ruin. 23. The 
patient will endure the full time,^ and then shall his 
cheerfulness be restored upto him. 24. His discre- 
tion will restrain him until the time come for speak- 
ing, and the lips of many shall commend his pru- 
dence. . 

- 25. Discretion in conduct is among the treasures insjteechand 
of wisdom j but the fear of God is the execration of '^'^ 
sinners. 26. My son, desirest thou wisdom ? keep 
in the way of righteousness, and God will give it to 
thee.^ 27. Since his fear is obedience, and wisdom ' Job, xxviii. 
itself J with whatsoever is well pleasing unto him. 
Wher€ faithfulness and meekness are, he will fill 
up the full treasures of knowledge.' 28. Be not « Ps,xxv.9. 
thou obstinate, be not unbelieving in his fear. 
Draw not nigh unto him with a double mind, 29. as 
a hypocrite^ righteous in the sight of men : then 
shalt thou. not offend with thy lips.** £0. Keep a «» jam. m. 
guard over these, lest thou fall and bring dishonour "~ 
upon thy own soul: when God shall reveal thy 
secrets, and strike thee down in the midst of the 
congregation : because thou hast come before him 
with a double mind, and with a heart full of deceit 
and hypocrisy. 

Chap. II. 1. My son, when thou comestto serve FaUhfidnes$ 
the Lord, stand before him in uprightness and fear; 
and prepare thy soul for temptation.* 2. Humble 12, 13. ''*^' 

B 3 
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thy heart, and be patient j incline thine ear to re- 
ceive instruction, and make not haste while thy 

» James, iT. 6,7. humiliation lasteth.* 3. Be patient with a godlike 
patience : cleave unto the Lord : be patient, that 

" Job, xUi. 10. thy life may increase in the end." 4. Whatsoever 
is laid upon thee, take it patiently, bearing the 
burthen of thy sorrows, abiding in humility and 

» wisd. iii. 6. contentment" 5. Gold and silver are tried in the 
&e, and acceptable men in the furnace of adversity. 

and trust in 6. Trust iu God, and he shall recover thee : direct 
thy way in faith, and have hope in God. * Hold 
fast his fear, and persevere therein to the end. 
7. Ye that fear the Lofd, bear his merciful correc- 

• Heb. xii. tion : turn not aside from this, lest ye fall.*" 8. Be- 

5—13. 

lieve in the Lord, ye that fear him, and your recom- 
pense shall not be made void. 9. Ye that fear the 
Lord, hope in the Lord, and his mercy shall come 
to your relief. * Ye that fear the Lord, love the 
Lord, and he shall enlighten your understandings. 
10. Consider the condition of mankind in all ages, 
and know that none ever trusted in the Lord and 
p Ps. xxii. 4, 5. was confounded.^ Who hatli continued in obe- 
dience to his commandments and been forsaken, or 
whom hath he despised that called upon his name ? 
Hi For our God is merciful and gracious, forgiving 
' Exod. xxxiv. iniquities in the time of tribulation : a defender of 
Ps. ixxxvi. 15. all those who seek unto him in truth.** 
Awotunbe- ^^* ^^ *^ ^^ dcceitful heart, and the lips that 
'Jl?'*^ ^^"^ ^**^^ wickedness j to the hands that do evil, and to 
the sinner that goeth two ways upon the earth ! 
13. Wo to the depraved in heart, who believe not 
God : they shall surely not experience his protect^ 



XXXVll. 

cxxv. 1. 



cnsy. 
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ing care ! 14. Wo to them that have lost patience, 
who have left the right way, and turned aside into 
crooked paths ! And what will these do when the 
Lord shall have begun to make search ^or them f 
15. They that fear the Lord will not disbelieve his 
word : they who love him will keep his command- 
ments.' 16. They who fear the Lord will enquire ' John,xiv. h 

21. 23. 

what things are well-pleasing unto him t they that 
love him shall be filled with his law. 17. Tliey 
who fear the Lord will prepare their hearts to serve 
him, and will sanctify their souls in his sight. 
They who fear the Lord will keep his command- 
ments. These will be patient unto the day when 
he shall examine them j 18. saymg. Let us fall into 
the hand of the Lord, (if we shall not have re- 
pented of our sins), and not into the hands of men.* * ^ Sam. xxiv. 
For according to his great power, so is there mercy 
with him. 



Chap. III. * The children of wisdom are the ^*« ckUrm of 

wisdom* 

assembly of the just : obedience and love make these 

a nation.' i. Hear, my beloved sons, the judg- * Matt. ». 19. 

ment of your father, and so do that ye may obtain 

salvation. 2. For God hath given honour to the 

father in the children, and, searching out the coun- 

sel of the mother, he hath laid it upon them." 27. 

3. Whoso loveth God will keep himself from sin, ijohn%f'^^' 

and will pray that his former trespasses may be ^*""*®' ^""^ 

(a) In placing the references to this passage, it was viewed 
as having a mysterious allusion to the church of God. The 
reader may do well to contemplate it in this connection. 

B 4 
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forgiven : such an one shall be heard in his daily 
The lumour due prayer. 4. Whoso honoureth his mother is as if 
tojMu-efUt. he laid up treasure. 5. He that giveth honour to 
his father shall have comfort in his own children, 
and shall be heard in the time of his supplication^ 
6. He that honoureth his father shall prolong his 
days : he that is obedient to his father shall refresh 
the soul of his mother. 7. Whoso feareth the 
!{LfOrd honoureth likewise his parents, and doth ser-* 
vice to those who begat him as to his masters, in 
word and in deed with all patience. 8. Honour thy 
father, that the blessing of the Lord may come 
upon thee: whose blessing shall endure for ever. 
The blessing is 9. The blcssing of the father establisheth the house 
S/ ^"^ of his child : but the curse of the mother shall de- 
stroy its foundations. 10. Glory not in the shame 
of thy parent, which is to thy confusion, ii. For 
the glory of a man is in the honour given to his 
parents: and a father without honour is the dis- 
* Prov. X. 1. grace of his child."" 
Acts, XX. 32. ^^ "lyjy ^^^^ ^^ ^.j^^^ ^^ support of the old age 

of thy father : grieve him not as long as he liveth : 

13. and though his understanding faU, yet bear with 

him, and despise him not in the fiilness of thy 

strength.. 14. Thy kindness to thy father shall not 

be forgotten, and for the chiding of thy mother 

mo are built thou shalt receive good in return. It shall build 

^mrigiiteoui^ thce up iu rightcousness : 15. thou shalt be remem- 

bered in the day of trouble, and thy offences shall 

be forgiven as the ice melts away before the sun. 

16. How infamous is he that deserts his father ! He 

^ prov.xxx.i7. is cursed of God who exasperates his mother !^ 
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17. Crown all thy works, my son, with meekness, ojmeeknesi 

and thou shalt have favour above all the glory ** ""* ^^' 

which is of men. 18. The greater thou art, the 

more in all things do thou humble thyself, and 

thou shalt be accepted in the sight of God.* * Luke,xiv.ii. 

19, 20. For great as is his might in himself, he hath 

respect to the reverent approaches of the humble.^ ^ isa.i?ii. 15. 

21. Yet be not thou inquisitive about things too 

liigh for thee, nor enter upon questions too hard 

for thee to search out 22. As God hath disjposed 

thy duty, so do thou apply thyself unto it at all 

times : and be not anxious further to search out 

his ways. For it is not needful that thine eyes 

should see what he hath hidden from them.* 23. Go * Deut xxix. 

29. 
not therefore into vain and fruitless enquiries : but 

restrain thy curiosity. For many things have been 

shown thee of which the multitude are ignorant : 

24. 25. many of whom their mutual jealousies have 

overthrown, wJbile their sensual minds have been 

detained in vanities. 26. The hard heart shall feel 

bitterness in the end: and he who delights in 

danger shall perish therein. * The double-minded The wicked shaa 

man shall not succeed : the wicked shall stumble **** 

in his way.* 27. His heart shall be overwhelmed ' James, i. s. 

with sorrow, while he goes on, a sinner adding to 

his sins. 28. The assemblies of the proud shall 

not prosper : for that which they have planted in 

their wickedness shall be rooted up among them, 

while they perceive it not.** 29. The mind of the «> Gen. xiix. 

wise will be perceived in his communication, which ' 

the well-disposed ear will drink in with delight 

* He that hath a wise and an understanding heart 
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will refrain from evil, aiid will succeed in his right- 
eous undertakings. 30. As water extinguisheth a 
flaming fire, so shall alms resist the evil deeds of 
men : (b) 31. for Grod is the protector of him that 
« Matt. V. showeth mercy.*" He will remember thy deed 
hereafter, and when thou thyself stumblest, thou 
shalt find a stay. 

Of alms. Chap. IV. i. My son, defraud not the poor 

of thine alms: turn not away thine eyes from the 

poor man. 2. Thou shalt not despise the person 

of the needy, nor vex him in his poverty : 3. neither 

fihalt thou grieve him by delaying to grant that 

which he asks of thee in his extremity. 4. Reject not 

the petition of him that is in trouble : hide not thy 

face from the destitute. 6. Turn not away from 

him because of provocation : thus thou wilt give 

d Proi. iii. 27, him no occasion to speak evil of thee.** 6. For if 

D^ut. XV. h^ curse thee in the bitterness of his soul, he will 

^■"^^' be heard j he who created him will hear his prayer. 

cimdescermm: 7. Bc thou casy of acccss to a company of poor 

*^^'' men: humble thyself before the ruler of the con- 

gr^ation, and bow thy head to a great man. 

8. Listen patiently to the representations of the 

poor, and pay him what is due from thee, giving 

him a peaceable answer with meekness. 9. Deliver 

him from the hand of the proud man who oppresses 

him: and accept not from him a present of the 

f joiHxxtx. beasts of the field.^ (c) lo. When thou sittest in 

11—17. ^ 

Isa. i, 17. 

Jam. ii. 1— .4. (^) The Sept, Syr, and Arab, agree in this place with our 
English Bible ; but I rely on the plain context in v. 3L I have 
chosen the marginal reading of the Vulgate, 
(c) Et non accide [accipe] feras in manu tua.— Vulg. 
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judgment, be tender of the weak : be a father to the 
fatherless, and a husband to the widow. So shalt 
thou become to the Most High an obedieift child, 
and he will be to thee more than a parent, 

11. Wisdom giveth life to her children : she re- dodHty. 
ceiveth those who seek unto her : she will go before 
them in the right way.*^ 12. He that loveth her '.JoKi.4. 

^ •' XIV. 6. X. 4. 

loveth life : they that watch for her, shall be fiUed 
with her consolations.** 13. They that hold her fast "^ Mattxix. n. 
shall inherit life : into which he who entereth shall 
be blessed of the Lord. 14. They who serve her will The service, 
be obedient to the Holy One, and them that love her 
he will love. 15. He that hearkeneth to her voice 
shall judge the nations : (d) he who beholdeth her 
countenance shall be established in faith* 16. If a 
man place confidence in her he shall inherit her, 
and the works of God shall confirm his faith.^ lo-fig."^* 
17. When being brought under trial he walketh and the dud- 
with her, choosing wisdom above all things, then 
will she bring fear and dread upon him in his 
temptation, and will torment him with the severe 
trial of her discipline ""r until having fully proved •^Mattiu.i— 6. 
his thoughts she may trust his soul. 18. Now will si, S2. 
she confirm his courage, and come the direct way 
unto him, and rejoice his heart, and disclose to him 
her hidden counsels ; enriching him with the trea- 
sures of knowledge, and of a right understanding*' * James, i 12. 
19. But if he go aside from the right way, she will 
forsake him, giving hito up into the hand of his 

(d) The St/riac and Arabic have this merely of judging jiw^i^.- 
the SepU agrees. 
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" iChroo. 
xxviiL 9. 



Of truth-qieah- 
ing, 

^ Mark,viii.38. 



0/wrongdiffi^ 
dence: • 



• Luke, xix. 

20—23. 

awl the owning 

qf/atdtt. 



^ Janie9,v. 16. 

Ofstrwmgfar 
tlte truth : 



*i Dan.ilL 
16—18. 28. 



' £phe8.iv. 31. 



enemy."* 20. Wherefore, my son, observe the time 
of instruction, and turn aside from evil, for thy 
soul's ^ke. 

Be not ashamed to tell the truth. 21. There is a 
shame that is sinful, and there is a shame that brings 
favour and glory." 22.^ Let not another's confi* 
dence prevsul against thy own knowledge: and 
give not place to a. lie against thy conscience. 
23. Be not shy of thy ne^hbour in his fall: and 
forbear not to speak when thou mayst save him by 
a word. 

Hide not thy wisdom, but let it appear to advan- 
tage : 24. for in speaking aright shall thy discretion 
appear, with good sense and a sound understanding: 
* arid let thy good works confirm the speech that is 
ordered by wisdom.° 

26. Thou must never speak in any wise against 
the truth : and be thou ashamed even when thou 
hast spoken wrongly in thine ignorance., 26. Thou 
wilt never be confounded by acknowledging thy 
faults : yet subject not thyself to every man's cen- 
sure on account of them."* 

27. Brave not a powerful man to his face. Wouldst 
thou contend against the thunderbolt ? 28. Yet 
strive for the right as for thy life : contend unto 
death in the cause of righteousness.** God himself 
shall fight for thee against thine enemies. 29. Be 
not ready in speech, and remiss and unprofitable in 
thy doings.' 30. Be not as a lion in thy house, vio- 
lent among thy servants, oppressing them that are 
put under thee. 3i. Let not thy hand be stretched 
out to receive, and shut when thou shouldst 
repay. 
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Chap. V. l; Grasp not at any unjust possession, modtraiwn and 
Say not within thyself, I Iiave time long enough to ^'S'*''^^^' 
Jive. For in the day of captivity and of retribution 
it shall avail thee nothing. 2. Follow not thy owii 
lusts in the season of thy health and strength.* ■ Jer. xvii. 
3. Say not, I have done it, at any rate ! And who ecci. xi. 9. 
shall bring me to an account for my deeds? For 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth, will avenge 
the wrong. 4. Say not, I have sinned, and what 
evil h^th befallen me? For the Most High hath 
long patience : yet will he render unto the6 accord- 
ing to thy works. 

5. Though thou have made a trespass offering, o/pretumjuiw. 
yet be not careless, adding sin to sin, 6. and saying. 
The mercy of the Lord is great : he will forgive ine 
my many transgressions.^ For the wrath of God is « Exod. xwir. 
nigh thee as well as his mercy: and the sinner Leviy. 14,15. 
shall not escape from it. 7, 8. Make no delay in 
turning to the Lord : put not off thy repentance 
from day to day.** For suddenly shall his anger • Ps-xcv.?— 9. 
come, and in the day of vengeance thou shalt be 
overthrown. 

9. Take not the air in all weathers, and go not in cfuahmtym 
every way : for thus are sinners commonly disco- 
vered in their hypocrisy. 10. But be tboii steadfast 
in the way of the Lord, in the truth which thou 
hast known by experience.'' Thus shall a message a^i^l's?!' 
of peace and righteousness follow thee."* ^ Luke,xix.i4. 

11. Hear with meekness the word of God, ^^V'*^T^ 
that thou mayst understand, and with prudence 
give a true answer. 12. If thou have understood 
the matter, give information to thy neighbour : if 
thou know it not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth, 
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* Lev. xix. 16. 
Prov. xxTi. 
20—22. 



lest thou be taken in an unadvised speech, and be 
confounded before him. 13. In speaking with un- 
derstanding there is honour and glory: but the 
tcmgue of the imprudent is his ruin. 14. Never 
while thou livest be called a talebearer: and let 
not thy own tongue be for a snare, and bring con- 
fusion upon thee/ For as the thief gets for his 
portion shame and repentance, so does a double- 
tongued person the worst of characters. For the 
whisperer is reserved enmity and hatred and ijhame. 
15» Do thou justify alike the powerful and the 
feeble person. 



Of avoiding 
quarrds. 



y PM¥» XT. 1. 



Chap. VI. i. Become not an enemy to thy 
neighbour for thy friend's sake. For the wicked 
will take up his quarrel, with every envious tale- 
bearer and worthless person. 2. Be not lifted up 
in thy own conceit, as a bull before the herd : lest 
diy courage prove at last but foolishness, 3. and the 
wicked crop thy branches and destroy thy fruit 
Then wilt thou be left as a dry stalk in the desert. 
4. For his imprudence will be the downfall of the 
man who tiitus gives up himself to be the sport of 
bis enemies : and will bring upon him the portion of 
the ungodly, (e) 5. A soothing woM will gain thee 
friends^ aEDd soften the minds of enemies.^ A good 
man will never want the tongue of kindness, (f) 
6. Thou wilt however find many who will speak 
peace to thee, apd but one of a thousand who will 
give thee good counsel. 

(e) In tfaeVulgftte thus, with the transposk2(m of two words 
only: — '^Anhna enim nequam d]^^*det h<Hiiinem qui se in 
gaudium inimicis dat, ^ deducet ilium in sortem impiorum." 

(f)*^ Et lingua eucharis [tvx<*p(0> in ^^^^ homine abundabit.'* 
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7. If thou have yet a friend in the titoe of thy o/ihe choke of 
trial, hold him fast : but ccHnmit not thyself even ''^* 
to him too easily.* 8^ For there is a friend who is ' Pror.xvii.n. 
a friend at his own convenience : such an one will 
not stand by thee in trotiWe.** 9. There is a friend \Prov. xix. 6. 
who can be changed to sm enemy ; ^nd there is one 
that will reveal a quarrel, and publish the bitter 
words of hatred to thy r^roach, 10. Again, there 
is a friend who is thy companion at table, and .who 
will not stay with diee when tibou hast need of 
him* 11. A friend whom thou hast proved and 
found true should be with thee as thy equal : he 
will deal faithfully in thy houses K. If when he 
hath disgraced himsdf in thy sight he afterwards 
shun thy presence, tibou wUt find him a teue friend, 
^nd of one mind with thee. 

\ 13. Live separate ftom thy enemies, and expect The value f 
thy friends at home. 14* A faithful friend' is a "* 
strong protection :She who hath acquired him hath 
found a treasure. 15. There is nothing to be 
compared to such a possession : gold and silver m'e 
not to be weighed in the balance against it. 16. A 
faithful friend is the balm of life : he h thine for 
immortiality.*^ They that fear the Lord shall find * i saxn.xyiii. 
him. 17. He who hath the fear of God, shall have xv. 19-I21. 
added thereto the happiness o£ fiiendship^ in a j^, ^, 
companion after his awn heart. 

^ 18, My sion, if thou begin from early youth to Benefit ojeaHy 
receive itistruction, thou shalt increase in wisdom **'*''^**^'*^ 
to old age.**(^) 16. Go to work : plough thy kmd "^ ^^' ""• ^• 
and sow thy seed^ that thou mayst lay up her 

(g) " Usque ad canos [capiUQs].** — Vulgate. 
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good fruits. Labour but a little, and thou wilt 
soon get bread. 20. It is the untutored and sloth- 
ful that find her ways too rough, and refuse to 
walk in them. 21. These are proved by learning 
as by a touchstone : they quickly throw down the 
lesson. 22. For Wisdom is according to her name, 
and is not manifest to the multitude. * But if thou 
once attain the knowledge of her, she will remain 
• Matt. T. 8. with thee unto the vision of the Most High.* 
23. Hearken to me, my son ; receive the counsel 
of experience: reject not my advice. 24. Put 
thy feet into her fetters : receive her chain upon 
thy neck : 26. subject thy shoulders to her bur- 
f Matt, xu then : thou wilt not find affliction in her bonds.^ 
^^~^' 26. Be joined unto her with thy whole heart : with 

« Mattvii. 7, 8. thy whole strength walk on in her ways.*^ 27. Search 
her out, and she shall be manifested to thee : be 
thou constant unto her, and forsake her not. 28. For 
in the end thou shalt rest with her from thy labours, 
and she shall become thy delight. 29. Then shall 
her restraints be thy defence, the foundation and 
stay of thy strength, and her service a robe of 
glory. 30. For she is the ornament of life to man ; 
and in her cords are bound up his peace and safety. 
•> 2Tiin.i?.7,8. 31. As a rfch vcsturc shalt thou 'put her on% and 

place her on thy head as a wreath of victory^ 
inmtaiumsto 32. Givc ear, my son, to me: get wisdom, and 
set thine heart upon learning, that thou mayst be 
wise. 33. If thou incline thine ear and delight in 
learning, thou shalt attain to wisdom. 34. Stand 
thou in the midst of the assembly of the elders : 
35. Give thyself wholly to their discourse, that thou 



learning. 
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mayst hear the whole history of the thiiigs of God : 

and let not theu- proverbs and songs of praise 

escape theeJ 36. And if thou become known to a * ^^^^» "• ^' 

wise man, watch thy opportunities and let thy foot 

wear the steps of his door.^ 37. Let thy meditation "^ p^ i. 2. 

be in the law of the Lord, and be thou very diligent 

to know his commandments. He himself will 

give thee understanding, and inflame thy. heart 

with the love of wisdom. 

Chap. VII. 1. Do no wrong, and thou shalt ffaiuumt against 
not be overtaken of evil. 2. Take warning by the 
evil doer, and let iniquity be far from thee. 3. My 
son, if thou sow not in the furrows of unrighteous- 
ness, thou wilt not have to reap^vil sevenfold, 

4. Ask not a command from a man in power, nor a^nbuion: 
from the king an honourable station.' 5. Justify * 2Sam.xviu, 
not thy own ways in the sight of God, who know- Esther/vt 
eth the secrets of the heart" : and before the king nTj^^ .^ 
be not too forward to show thy opinion. 6. Seek ^''— ^k 
not to be made a judge, while thou art as yet too 
weak to restrain the wicked : lest haply thou be 
daunted before the face of a powerful man, and so 
place a stumbling-block in the way of thy own 
activity. 7. Join not with a multitude in any evil 
thing, nor stir up the people to violence, 8. nor unite 
them together in crime; for in none of these 
attempts shalt thou go unpunished. Yet be not of 1, 2.^,'|2.' 
a fearful heart in thy duty."" ' i^lll^^'^^' 

9,10. Beware thou despise not almsgiving and '^^;,^^'^' 
prayer. . Say not, The Most High will have regard 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 

to the multitude of ray offerings : and while I give 
• Attios, V. largely God will accept me herein!" 

11. Deride not a man whose soul is in bitter- 
' 1 sam.i. 6. ness^: for there is one who lifteth up and casteth 

ii* 7 

down, even God who beholds all things. 12. En- 
courage not a man in a lie against his companion : 
lest thou come to do the like against thy own 
friend. 13. Suffer not thyself to be falsely com- 
mended ; for such officiousness tends to evil. (A) 
Of conduct and 14. Ifthou spedk iu the assembly of the elders, use 
opinwfM . ^^^ many words ; and repeat not in thy speech what 

thou hast said before. 15. Despise not labour and 
husbandry, which the Most High hath ordained. 
IQ. Beware of reckoning thyself one of the multitude 
of sinners. Remember the wrath of God upon 
such: for it cometh speedily. 17. Humble thy 
spirit greatly, when thou think^st of the vengeance 
«» tsa. ixvi. 24. upon impious flesh, which is fire and the worm.** 
^^ily 18. Be not unfair in thy dealing towards thy friend, 
even though he delay payment ; and for gold cast 
not a beloved brother away. 
as to a wife: 19. Bc ^ithiul to a wlse aud virtuous woman, 

whom thou hast chosen for thyself in the fear of 
the Lord. The grace of the modesty of such an 
a servant . ouc is more prccious than gold. 20. Thou shalt not 
bear hard upon thy servant who doth his work 
faithfully : nor upon the workman who giveth his 
Lev. xix. 13. mind to his business J 21. Love a discreet servant 
as thyself: defraud him not of his freedom at the 

{/«) " Noli velle mentiri Omne mendacium." — Vulgate. Which 
I should i*ead thus : Noli velle metiri ore mendacium. 



Col.iv. 1. 
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season^ andle^vehim not without necessary pro- 
vision in his service.' 22. Thou hast flocks and • Deut. xt. 
herds : thou payest attention to those, and if they "~ 
be profitable to thee thou keepest them. 23. Miich Mdren: 
more^ if tho^i have sons instruct them, and watch 
over them from their childhood.^ 24. If thou have ' Ephes. w. 4. 
daughters, take care of their persons, and be not too 
familiar in thy carriage towards them. 25. Marry 
a daughter, and thou hast effected an important 
business : but give her to a man of understanding." " Gen.xxiv.5o. 
26. Put not away from thee a deserving woman : 
and trust not thyself by any means to a wicked 
woman. 27. Honour thy father, and forget not parents. 
the sorrows of her who bare thee. 28. Recompense 
to the authors of thy being the care which they ^iv^!"if/i2f^' 
have bestowed upon thee.** ri^— i^'/* 

29. With thy whole soul fear the Lord, and hold 
his priests in reverence.^ 30. Love thy Creator ' Deut. vi 5. 
with thy whole strength. 31. Thou honourest God, 
give due honoiu: to his ministers and forsake them 
not. Wash thoroughly thy hands (i): offer thy o/propuiatum: 
first-fruits and the sin offering, and give their part 
to the priests according to the commandment l^^'^"^' 
Offer somewhat ^0 for thy omissions of duty. neut.xv. 

7—11. 

92. Having given to the Lprd the gift of thy hands, Mark, va. 3. in 

thy sacrifices, and the first-fruits of thy holy things, "^^' 

stretch forth likewise thy hand to the poor: that 

the propitiation and the blessing may avail thee for 

good* 33* Let thy gifts be made with a good will almsgiving: 

(i) *^ Honora Deum in tot^ anima tua, et honorifica sacer- 
dotes, et perpurga te cum brachiig." — Vulgaie. The fore part 
of this, being a repetition, is left untranslated. 

c 2 
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' Gen. iiiii. in the sight of alL Take due care for the dead, 
^is'is!' ^^' ^« aJ^d forget not them that mourn : but walk with 
the sick. the aflBicted and be their comforter/ 36. Be not 

averse from visiting the sick : thus shalt thou be 
confirmed in love. (A:) 36. In all that thou dost 
remember thy latter end, and thou shalt ever be 
preserved from sin. 

Of going to law.- Chap. VIIL 1. Go uot to law with a man 
more powerful than thyself, 2. nor contend with a 
rich man ; lest he bring his suit against thee in 
turn* For covetousqess has brought ruin upon 
many : it reaches even to the hearts of kings, and 

and into strife. tuHis them asidc iu judgment. 3. Neither go into 
the strife of words with an angry man, and heap 
not fuel on his fire. 4. Thou wilt not thus prevent 
an ignorant fellow from speaking evil of thy peo- 

y Prov.ixii. 9. pie/ 5. Despise not a man who turns away from 

■ Luke, XV. his sin, neither reproach him with it;* (6,) 7. Rejoice 
xviL s/4. not over thine enemy when he is dead, remember- 

ing that all must die, and that we all desire to 

■ Matt xix. attain to blessedness.* 
Ill 1 7 

Qfuaimingfiom ^* Havc duc regard to the speech of the ancient 

the andents. ^^^ ^jg^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ couvcrsant iu their sayings. 

Thou shalt thus learn wisdom and prudence, and 
how to behave thyself without oflfence before the 
great men whom thou servest. 9. Suffer not the 
communication of these thy elders to escape thee : 
they have received much from those who went 
before them. And through them thou shalt improve 

{k) << Novissima tua." Vulgate* The ultimate end of all thy 
actions, in reference to the eternal world. 
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in understanding, and shalt give a right opinion 
upon occasion of need, 

10. Kindle not the fire of sin in others by thy 
discourse ; and beware that sinners do not the like 
with thee.^ li. Stand not to dispute with an 'Coi.in.8. 

*■ James, ui. 6. 

abusive person : lest he sit watching the while to 

find matter of accusation against thee. 12. Borrow qfrnaHngen- 

not of a man more powerful than thyself: to whom ^''^^^'' 

afoo if thou have lent, count it for lost. 13. Make 

no engagement beyond thy power to perform : and 

hold thyself a debtor to make good thy promise. 

14. Thou must respect the decision of the judge : 

for he judges according to the law. 

15. Travel not with a mischievous person, lest he o/ the choice of 
brihg upon thee the evil of his own doings.*^ For Tp^J^^'^a 34. 
he will go on in his own way, and thou mayst suffer 
with him for h^ji foolishness. 16. Beware of angry 
quarrels, and go not into the desert with a rufiian. 
For a man's life is nothing in his sight, and where 
no help is nigh, there he will fall upon thee. 

17. Hold not thy council with silly people, who can 
approve nothing but what is pleasing to themselves : 

18. and let not a stranger be present: for thou 

knowest not what he may let out.^ 19. Open not * 1 Kings, xii. 

ft 11 
thy mind to every man: for some will commend 2Sam.'xvi. 

thy words deceitfully, and afterwards revile thee^ 15—20. 

Chap. IX. 1. Be not jealous over the wife of 
thy bosom, lest she maliciously take occasion to 
offend. 2. Give not to thy wife power over thy of ghmg power 
person : lest she enter upon thy estate, and thou ^'^ * ^^' 
be overthrown before her. 3. Look not upon a 

c 3 
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*Fnpr.pa$tim. horlot, lest thou Unhappily fall into the snare/ 

4. Sit not down with a dancing woman : listen not 

to her voice in the song, lest thou fall away through 

Of yielding to the pFCvalence of her allurements. 5. Gaze not 

M^^f^ron^c WO' ^^^ ^^^ ^ maid, lest thou stumble at the beauty 

of her person. 6. Avoid the whoremonger by all 
means, if thou wouldst not throw away th3r8elf and 
thy estate also. 7. Be not found looking about in 
the suburbs, and wandering idle in the streets. (/) 
8. Turn away thy looks from the woman that is 
1 2 King«, ix. painted and braided : ^ examine not the coiinte-^ 

30 S3 § 

nance of another man's "wife. For through the 
beauty of women many have perished : and by it 
the flame of evil desire is kindled.* A lewd woman 
is insulted by every passenger, and is as the dirt in 
the streets. How many, through the love of strange 
women, have become reprobate to fill good: being 
set on fire by their lascivious conversation. 9. Sit 
not down any where with one of these : be not 
with her upon a couch, go not into discourse with 
her over the wine : lest thy heart be drawn after 
her and thou perish in thine own blood. 
Qfiigfitness of 10. Forsakc not thine ancient friend, for the new 
affectum: j^ j^^^. ^^ ^^ comparcd to him. A new friend is as 

new wine: when it is grown old it is better to 

envy: drink. 11. Envy not the splendour and estate of 

the sinner : for thou knowest not what shall over- 

throw him. 12. Let not his abuse of others be 

pleasant in thine ears : thou wouldst not be pleased 

and the snare to bc with the impious in hell. 18. Be far from 

of the dewL j^.^ ^^^ j^^^ ^^ powcr of death, and thou wilt 

(/) " Averte faciem tuam k muliere compta.** — Vulgate, 
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not be followed by the fear of it' And if thou * Heb. «. u. 

15 

meet with him, reject his proposals, lest he take luv. vi. s 
thy life. Remember while thou walkest in the ' '^"°"*-^'''^- 
midst of snares, that the condition qf thy fall is 
death. Thus thou wilt tread as one who steps 
over the weapons of men lying in ambush, (m) 

14. Be carefid of thy converse with others : do thy o/feUawdiip 
best: have fellowslijp with the wise and prudent.*; Ti^Ti 
15> 16. Let thy guests be from among the righteous, 5, 6, ?. ' 
and thy boasting in the fear of the Lord. Let thy 
enjoyments be seasoned with a sense of the pre- 
sence of God, and all thy conversation with the 
preempts of the Most High God. 

17. A piece of work well Jramed will be praised Qfw^ counsel, 
in the hands of the workman: so will a politic 
speech with the rulers of the people : but experience > 
confirms the words of the aged. 18. A rash and 
talkative man is mischievous in the city, and his 
counsel will be abhorred in the end. 

Chap. X. i. A wise judge will judge his own 
people: and the government of such will be esta- andgwem- 
Wished.^ 2. Such as is the judge, such will be the i^'ixxii. 
ministers of his judgments : and as the governor of 
the city such will be the inhabitants thereqf. S. An 
unwise prince may bring ruin upon his people, but 
they will increase under prudent rulers. 4. The 
power of the whole earth is in the hands of God : and 
' great as is the iniquity of the nations, in due time 
he will bring it under, and raise up a governor who i-^.xiviiU7. 
shall rule to profit.*" ' rtoi.'iL44. 

(nt) Conditionem mortis scito, quoniam in medio laqueorum 
iogredieris elt super dolentium arma ambulabis. 

c 4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10. 



24 

»Matt.v. (5,)6» Bear not in mind every wrong that thou 

^^^ii 17, sufferest from thy neighbour, and by no means do 
ojpndB: him any injury^,^ 7. Pride in man, and the iniquity 
of the heathen are odious in God's sight. 8. It is 
because of injustice and violence and through 
many provocations and wrongs, that the govern- 
ment is transferred from one nation to another; . 

9. Barest thou to be proud who art dust and 
ashes? As for covetousness there is nothing more 
detestable. And what crimes do not men commit 

1 Tun. vi. for the love of money."" For this the covetous man 
parts with his life and starves his own bowels ! 

10. Power is short-lived. If the disease be lin- 
gering the physician is worn out by attendance : 
if it be violent it is cut short by death. Thus he 
who to-day is a king, to-morrow is no more: 
11. And when he iS dead, he is the prey of worms 
and corruption. 

Uim&n, r2. The pride of man began in apostasy from 

God, when his heart departed from him who made 
" Ps. X. 4. him." 13. Thus, pride became the source of all 
frLl^m. e!' manner of iniquity. Whoso is lifted up in pride 
•Prov.xvi.i8. shall be filled with curses, and in the end it will 

Czek* xvi» 49« 

overthrow him."* For this cause did the Most 
High put down the assemblies of the wicked, and 
destroyed them with an everlasting destruction. 
14. He overthrew the seats of princes, and set the 
humble in their place. 15, 16. Yea^ the kingdoms of 
the heathen did God overturn, and razed their 
foundations; plucking them up by the roots to 
plant in their stead an humble people. 17. He 
dispersed them as chaff before the wind, and caused 



and punish' 
meni* 
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their memorial to cease from the earth : but the 
memory of the lowly-minded he preserves^r etw^ 
18. Pride was not made for man, nor proud wrath 
for him that is born of a woman. 19. One race of 
men shaill be honoured for the fear of the Lord, and 
another shall be rejected of God for despising his 
commandments. 

20. Among brethren he that is chief is honour- Tke/earrfGod 
able : so they that fear the Lord are precious m his and poor! 
sight.^ (21,) 22. However rich or powerful a toan p Maiachi, iii. 
may be, and alike if he be poor, the fear of Gdd is 
his glory. 23. Thou shalt not despise a just man 
on account of his poverty, nor respect a sinful man 
for his riches. 24. A judge is highly honoured, and 
is great among men : yet is he not greater than the 
man that feareth the Lord. 25. Unto the slave that 
is wise even freemen may do service. A prudent 
and well taught servant will not murmur: but he 
that is heedless of reproof shall be lightly esteemed. 

26. Be not lifted up when thy affairs go well in Maxims of con- 
thy hand : and be not slow to act in an emergency. 
27. Better is he that works and has plenty of all 
things than the boaster that is without bread to 
eat 28. My son, provide for thy wife what is need- 
Jvlj and treat her with due respect and gentleness. 
29. Who will justify the man that offends against 
his own family: and who will honour him if he 
dishonour these ? 

30. The poor man obtains praise by submission 
and good behaviour, as the rich does by a right 
me of}m substance. 31, And if a man be well 
spoken of in his poverty, how much more when he 
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becomea rich ! Yet let him fear that glorieth in his 
riches, remembering that he also may become poor. 



*i Gen. ilL 
39—45. 
Dan. vi. 3. 



The iif/luence 
of secret coutit 
sellors. 



Of impartial 
judgment: 



' Matt. vii. 
1 — 6. Judge 
not as ye would 
not be judged. 
Deut xiii. 14. 
Prov. xviii. 15. 

litigation : 

• 1 Cor. vi. 
1—7. 



Chap. XI. u Wisdom lifteth up the head of 
him that is reduced to a low estate, and setteth him 
in the midst of princes."^ 2. Extol not a man for 
his person: neither contemn him for his mean 
appearance. 3. The bee is little among them that 
fly : yet is her fruit the chief of sweets to man; 

4. Glory Bot at any time in rich apparel : neither 
be thou lifted up on the day in which thou art set 
many honourable {dace. 

How wonderful are the works of the One God 
Most High : how glorious and hidden fix)m man ! 

5. Many have sat on the throne as kings, while one 
unseen by the people hath swayed the sceptre. 

6. Many powerful ones have themselves been griev- 
ously oppressed, and proud rulers delivered over 
into the hands of others. 

7. Find fault with no one until thou have ex- 
amined him : and when thou hast done this, re- 
prove him, but not beyond his demerit. 8. Give 
no judgment until thou have found out the cause : 
and speak not a second time in the presence of thy 
elders. 9. Contend not about things by which thou 
art not thpelf aggrieved : and fall not in with the 
censure of sinners upon otbersJ 

10. My son, be not engaged in many suits : for 
though thou be rich thou art not above the law.* If 
thou pursue thou mayst fail of obtaining: and if 
thou be pursued thou mayst not And an escape. 

11. There is one without the fear of God, who is 
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anxious and labours and makes haste ; and so much 

the worse does he succeed/ 12. There is another worn j^^''* 

with toil, and in need of refreshment, still more des- p»- »i- i— s. 

titute of power and riches ; and to him the Lord 

hath regard, 13. lifting up his head and raising him 

from his low estate; so that many admire at him 

and praise the Lord on his behalf 14. Prosperity 

and adversity, life and death, poverty and riches 

are from God. 

15. Wisdom and discretion and understanding in 
the law of the Lord are precious in the sight of the way ojthe 
God ; the way of the just is before him.** 16. With ^' 
sm came error and darkness into the world, and isa. xxvi. 7. 
they who rejoice in iniquity grow old in evil.^ 12—14/* 
17. But the gift of God continues with the just, 
and they shall prosper in theii' deeds for ever.* " James, 1. 25. 

18. There is one who groweth rich, living at his and the Messing 

, ,. . X\- t ofGodonthe 

ease : and this is part of his recompense, 19. that righteous. 
he saith, I have found a resting place : and now 
will I eat of my good things by myself. But he 
considers not that time is passing on ; that death 
.approaches ; that he shall depart and leave all these 
things to others.^ 20. But stand thou in thy tes- yLuke,xu. 
timony, and be conversant in the law of the Lord, "" 
and persevere in the fulfilment of thy duty.* •ptov. iu. 
21. Tarry not in the way of sinners, but trust in 
God and keep thy place. For it is an easy thing 
with him suddenly to enrich thy poverty. 22. The 
blessing of the Lord maketh haste to reward the 
just: 1/ea speedily does it put forth and bear fruit 
unto honour. 

23. Say not, What need I more — what good 



5—7. 
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In qffliction 
liope, in pro*- 
perUyfear. 



" Ps. xixvii. 
225. 28. 35— S8. 



Beware of the 
peUilent man. 



^ 1 Kings, zi. 
1—8. 



shall this do me ? 24. Nor yet, I have discretion 
enough — what harm shall I suffer from this ? 26. In 
the day of thy prosperity remember that adversity 
may come. In the time of affliction, hope for 
good, 26. For it is an easy thing with God in the 
day of a man's death to recompense him accord- 
ing to his doings.* 27. The bitterness of one hour 
shall make him forget all past enjoyments: and 
in the man's end shaU his works be discovered. 
28. Therefore praise no man before his end come : 
for in his children shall he be known, what he was. 
29 Invite not every man to thy house : for many 
are the wily stratagems qfthe enemy.* As the foul 
breath of the diseased so are the wicked. 30. As 
the snare set for the partridge, as the pitfall dug for 
the wild goat, so is the heart of the proud. He 
will look on as from a watch-tower, and see the 
ruin of his neighbour. 31. Putting evil for good he 
will work against thejust^ and will strive to bring a 
stain upon GocTs elect. 32. As fire is Idndled by 
a spark so may bloodshed arise from one traitor : 
for sinners will lie in wait for thy blood. 33. Beware 
therefore of the pestilent man who deviseth evil 
things, that he may not bring upon thee a perpe- 
tual reproach. 34. If once thou admit the stranger 
to thy house he will overthrow thee in the dust, 
and turn thee aside from the ways of thine own 
people.^ 



In alms observe 
discreiion. 



Chap. XII. i. In bestowing thy bounty observe 
due discretion, and thou shalt have the more thanks. 
2. Do good to the upright : thus thou shalt have great 
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reward, if not from him who receives^ yet from the 
Lord himself. 3. It shall never go well with him 
whose hands are swift to do evil and slack to give 
alms. For God hateth the. sinner, but he hath 
compassion on the penitent. 4. Give therefore to 
the merciful, and entertain not wicked men in thy 
house. Leave evil doers and contemners of God 
to him who shall keep them unto the day of punish- 
ment.*^ 5. Give to the good, entertain not sin- ^^'^Mattv. 
ners : confer a benefit on the humble, but not on od. vi* 9, 10. 
the wicked. Forbid thy bread to be given to such : 
lest thereby they become stronger than thou, (n) 
For thou wilt receive double wrong for all the 
good thou doest to these : 6. (7.) for the Most 
High hateth the evil doer, and taketh vengeance 
on the ungodly. 8. In the good that thou doest 
them the friend will not be acknowledged : in the 
evil which they will show thee the enemy will not 
be concealed. 9. A man's adversary is known in his 
prosperity : his friend in the day of adversity and 
distress. 10. Trust not thine enemy at any time : Trust not an 
for his malice eateth into him as rust.*" 11. And f^f^i, ,1,.^ 
though he come to thee humbling himself,^ and 
bow down his head before thee, yet withhold thou 
thyself and beware of him. 12. Give him not a 
settlement with thee, nor place him at thy right 
hand, nor admit him (thus changed) into thy house : 
lest he proceed further to take thy place, and exer- 
cise authority therein (0), and thou find my words 

(n) Prudential cautions these, and of much use if observed 
within the limits of Christian charity. See Luke, vi. 27 — 37. 

(0) '^ Ne forte conversus in locum tuum inquirat cathedram 
tuam.'' — Vulgate. 
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true, and be pricked in tliy heart in the end. 
13. Who shall cure the charmer that is bitten by a 
serpent, or recover a sheep which has strayed to 
«»P8.iviii.4,5. the wolves?* 14., So, who will pity the man that 
has become the companion of shmers, and is in- 
volved in their evil doings ? 15. For an hour they 
will be on thy side : but if thou flinch, they will no 
longer support thee. 

16. An enemy will speak smoothly with his lips, 
while he imagines mischief in his heart, that he 
« 2 Sam. iz. may get thee into the snare/ He will weep with 
Dan/vi. 6—9. hifi eyes : yet if he find an occasion he will hardly 
be satisfied with thy blood : 17. and should any 
calamity come upon thee, thou wilt find him the 
first upon the place* Then will he pretend to help 
thee while he seeks to overthrow thee. 18. He 
will shake his head as in jp«(y, muttering deceit* 
fully and showing his joy by his countenance. 

The manners of Chap. XHI. !• Ho that hath touchcd pitch will 
fectiout, be defiled therewith : so he who has kept company 

with a proud man will show it in his manners. 
2. To associate with a man above thy station is to 
take a burthen on thy shoulders : therefore be not 
a companion of the rich. If the iron pot and the 
pitcher smite together, what shall become of the 
latter, but to be broken ?'* 3. The rich man hath 
done wrong, and yet he will complain ! The poor 
and their com- who hath sufiered must hold his tongue! 4« K 
thou be liberal, the rich man will take all jfrom thee : 
when thou hast nothing left, he will forsake thee^ 
5. While thou hast any thing he will feast with 



*'2 Sam. zi. xii. 
1—14. 



pany dangerous. 
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thee : he will then go his way and care nothing 
* about thee. 6. Should he covet what thou holdest 
he will get it from thee : then will he smile upon 
thee, and give thee expectation, telling thee of 
many good things at his disposal, and enquiring 
what thou hast need of. 7. Thou wilt be put to 
shame by the richness of his table, till he have 
drawn thee dry twice or thrice : that in the end 
he may laugh at thee. Now will he cease to know 
thee in public ; or he will shake his head at thee 
in scorn. 

* Be thou humbled before God, and expect all ^^^^^J;^ 

^ *^ behave towards 

things at his hands. 8. Beware, lest thou be drawn the great. 

into folly, and humbled by thy own fault. * Show 

before the wicked an independent spirit in wisdom : 

thus thou wilt not be drawn into folly through thy 

diflSdence.^ 9. If thou be invited by a great man, ' 2 Kings, iii. 

depart: he will hence invite thee the more. 

10. Next, intrude not thyself upon him, and by no 

means be rude: but keep undef his notice, lest 

thou be forgotten. 11. Think not to converse with 

him as his equal, and trust not his many words. 

For he will even maliciously try thee with much 

discourse j and smiling upon thee will draw out thy 

secret thoughts. 12. In the mean time his malice 

will treasure up every word: nor will he spare^ 

if occasion be, to put thee to trouble and imprison 

thee* 13. Take heed therefore to thjrsclf : have 

thy ears about thee, for thou walkest with him who 

may overthrow thee. Now that thou hast heard 

these words, thou wilt be watchful, and wilt sleep 
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Tlie poor an 
offence to the 
rick : and the 
humble to the 
jrroud: 

8 2 Cor. vi. 
14—18. 
Ephes. V. 11. 



*» Prov. xiv. 20. 
xxii. 7. 
James, ii. 6. 



who ojjpress 
them. 



WeaUh a bless^ 
ing with a good 
conscience, 
» 1 Tim. vi. 
17—19. 



as with thine eyes open. 14. Love the Lord all 
thy life long and call upon him for salvation. 

15. Every living thing loves its like : so should 
man his neighbour. 16. All flesh will be joined to 
its own kind, and every man will associate with such 
as are like himself.^ 17. As the wolf with the lamb, 
so will the wicked agree with the just. 18. The 
righteous will not dwell with them that are shame- 
less : so neither the rich with the poor. 19. As the 
wild ass is the prey of the lion in the wilderness, so 
is the poor man of the rich. 20. The humble are 
an abomination to the proud, and the needy to 
them that hoard up riches.** 21. If the rich man 
be assailed he has friends to take his part : but if 
the poor man fall he will be cast out by his ac- 
quaintance. 22. If the rich man be wronged, many 
are ready to procure him justice : he may have 
spoken arrogantly but he shall have right done 
him ! The mean man suffers wrong, and they will 
moreover plead the cause of him who did it ! , A 
wise man speaks with understanding : they give 
him no place. 23. A rich man repfies : all are si- 
lent till he have done, and they extol what he hath 
said to the skies. The poor man comes forward : 
they cry. Who is this ? And if he offend in a word, 
they are ready to overthrow him. 

24. Wealth is a blessing with a good conscience^ 
and poverty with impiety is most detestable. 25, 26. A 
man's thoughts may be seen in his looks, whether 
it be good or evil that has befallen him : but if thou 
search long, thou wilt with difliculty find a good 
countenance, the index of a pe^-ceful mind. 
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Chap. XIV. i* Blessed is the man that hath 

not slipped with his tongue : and who hath not to 

repent of his faults. 2. Blessed is he that hath not 

fallen under sadness of heart,, that hath not lost his 

hone ^ ^^ •^**'*°' ^"' 

nope. 20, 2j. 

3. The substance of the covetous man is held Thecovetws 
without the fear of God. But what good shall his ^'^ 
money do him?^ 4. He who gathers by extortion * Ps.x.8. 

Mark vii. 

does but heap up wealth for others, who shall enjoy 21— 23. ' 
it after him. 6. If a man do no good to himself icor! v"'ii/ 
with his wealth, how shall he to others ? Such an Eph^'. v. 5. 
one hath no enjoyment of his own. 6. He grudgeth ^°^* '"' ^' ^' 
himself a morsel of meat ! What is more detestable 
than this ? And herein he finds his own punish- fi^' *^ own 

^ pumihrneni* 

ment. 7. And if he do any good to others, it is 
because he knows it not ; for he wills not to do any, 
and in the end he will undo, it, if* he can. 8. The 
churl hath an evil eye: he will turn away his face^ 
and treat his own family with neglect. 9. But the 
desire of the covetous is insatiable towards the 
unjust scraping together of money : he will never 
cease till he have starved those who are about him. 
10. This grudging is the curse of his Ufe : he cannot 
afford himself bread to eat: he hungers and is in 
sorrow at his own table. 

11. My son, if thou have wealth let thy family DogoodwkUe 
enjoy it with thee : and offer to the Lord an offer- 
ing becoming the rich. 12. Remember that death 
will not tarry j^r thee. And there are who shall 
witness concerning thee in the world to come. 
Which indeed hath been shown thee. * For the 
testimony of tliis world will not go beyond the 
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grave. 13. Do good therefore to thy friend ere thou 
die : and according to thine abundance reach forth 
thine hand to the poor. 14. Thou shalt not lose 
one good day hy this : not the smallest part of the 
enjoyment of life shall pass by thee. 15. Shalt thou 
not leave to others at last all the fruit of thy pains 
and labour? 

16. In the division of thy substance make equal 

shares, and leave to thy wife a fair competency. 

17, 18. Do what is right in these things while thou 

livest : a man can make no provision for others in 

the grave. 

AUfleih is as AH flcsh is as the grass of the field : as the leaves 

jieitiT^ "^ on the trees it putteth forth, and fadeth and falleth 

away. While some are born others perish : thus 

•"isa.xi.^— 8. do the generations of men succeed each other." 

19. Every work of man shall at length decay : and 

the workman also shall perish. * But every work 

of righteousness shall be justified: and he who 

hath wrought it shall be honoured for his work's 

but in the way sakc. 20. Blcsscd therefore is the man that is found 

ofiKisdom jj^ ^^ ^^y ^£ wisdom : who jneditates on the rights 

eousness of the Most High, who observeth the 
works of his providence. 21. Who considereth in 
his heart the ways of Wisdom : having understand* 
ing in her secrets, 22. following after her, stand- 
ing in her ways and searching out her footsteps; 
23. Looking in at her windows, listening at her 
doors, 24. taking up his rest in her courts, fixing his 
tent against her walls. 25. He shall have his habit- 
ation nigh unto hers: yea he shall dwell in her 
house, partaking of her good things for ever. 
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26. His children shall be taught under her dovert 
He shall remain under her branches in the heat of 
noon : 27. her shadow shall be his defence. He 
shall be cherished in her sunshine. 



Chap. XV. i. He who feareth God and doeth (s blessing and 
good will lay hold on Wisdom : 2. and him will 
she go forth to meet, as a matron that is held in 
honour, as a wife espoused to him from her youth. 

3. Him will she feed with the bread of life, and 
give him to drink of tlie waters of saving knowledge. 

4. She will cleave unto him, she will not turn 
aside : she will embrace him and not be ashamed : 
6. she will raise him to honour among his people. 
In the midst of the congregation will she open 
his mouth : * she will fill him with the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding : she will clothe him with 
a robe of glory. 6. She will bestow upon him all 

joy and gladness: she will cause him to inherit « wisdom, vii. 
eternal renown." f^; ^*"- ^- "'» 

7. Foolish men cannot take hold on Wisdom : it is wko titey are 
they who have understanding that will go forth iJ'irue doftn!!^ 
unto her. 8. Fools cannot see her : she is far from ^^^.'*"**' 
pride and deceit Liars will not be mindful of her : 
* they who speak truth shall find truth in her doctrine : 
and shall prosper therein unto the vision of the 
Most High.** 9. But praise is not comely in ' isa. 1. 19, 20. 
the mouth of sinners: for it is not sent of the 14—17/ 
Most High, from whom all wisdom doth proceed.. 
10. That is the approved thanksgiving and praise 
which is of the wisdom of God: and this will 
abound in the lips of the faithful : for the Ruler 

D 2 
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of all will give it unto them. 11. Say not thou. 
It is of the Lord that I have it not : for thou 
shouldst not have done the thing that he hateth. 

12. Nor yet, He hath turned me out of the way : 
for he needeth not the service of the ungodly, (p) 

13. God hateth every false way, as the righteous 
hate it. And it shall not be approved of them 
that fear him. 

Before man are 14^ <i The Lord Created man in the beginning:, 

jilacedlifeand r ° °' 

death, good and aud left him in the hand of his counsel; adding 

evil: 

q (Jen ij 7 also his commandment and saying, 15. If thou wilt 

15—17. keep my word it shall preserve thee: and thoti 

shalt live in acceptable faithfulness before me for 

ever. 16. Thus before thee, O man, hath he set 

fire and water, that to whether thou wilt thou 

' Deut. XXX. mayst reach forth thine hand.' 17. For before 

19 20. • 

thee is placed life and death, good and evil ; and 
whichsoever thou wilt shall be given thee. 18. How 
great is the wisdom of God, who is strong in power j 

• Ps. xxxiv. constantly beholding all things ! 19. • The eyes of 
the Lord are upon them that fear him. He knoweth 
all the proceedings of men. 20. But to no one hatH 

hut God gibes to he given commandment to do wickedly, nor li- 

none license to ,• •. -r-i-ii.t- 

dn. censed any to sm. xvi. i. For he desireth not a 

multitude of disobedient and unprofitable servants. 

Chap. XVI. Neither do thou take pleasure in 
an ungodly family 2. (how many soever they be), 
nor delight in children in whom the fear of God is 

(p) " Non dixeris, Per Deum abest : quse enim odit ne feceris. 
Non dicas, Ule me implanavit [on avro^ fu cirXai^o'cy, Sept^ non 
enim necessarii sunt ei homines impii." — Vulgate. 
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not. 3. Trust not their account of themsdyes : 
have no respect to their endeavours. A single 
child that feareth God shall profit thee more than 
a thousand of these : and it were better for thee to 
die childless than to leave behind thee such im- 
pious sons. 

4. A man of understanding will people a city by Affwrightecn^ 
himself, while the tribes of the wicked forsake the mvuuuTo} 
land. 6. Many such examples I have seen : and "'*"^* * 
yet stronger have been related to me. 6. ' Thus a * Gen. xix. 
fire shall break out in the assembly of sinful men, Numb. xvi. 
and the wifath of God shall burn up a nation of 
unbelievers. 7. The giants of old were sinful and 
prayed not for the pardon of their sins : they were 
overthrown while they confided in their great 
strength. 8.^ Nor did God spare these even when 
driven from their abode : but smote them, and 
cursed them for their proud words. 9. He had no 
pity on them, but destroyed the whole race j mag- 
nifying himself in the punishment of their trans- 
gressions. 10. " And in like manner the six vthoshaUnot 

^ escape unjiu^ 

hundred thousand footmen, who were gathered »««*«'• 
together in the hardness of their hearts : il. and \^'^^ 
had but one of these been obstinate, it were a i^^c^-s— lu 
wonder ifhe had escaped unpunished. ' For mercy Ts. ixu. 
and wrath are with the Most High : he is mighty i— lo." ^^^ 
to pour out vengeance when moved by the prayer 
oithe sufferer. 12. As his mercy is, so is his cor- 
rection : he judgeth every man according to his 
works. 13. The sinner shall not escape with his 
spoils : and the long suffering of the Most High 
will not prevent the misery of the oppressors. 

D 3 
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ments terrible : 



"^ Ps. xcvii. 

1—6. 

zc^iii. 7 — 9. 

cxiv. 

hit ways tin- 

searchable: 

^ Job, zixviii. 



his works per*' 
fed, and en- 
during/or ever* 



14, 15, 16. This will be felt by each of them accord- 
ing as he hath been seen in his goings forth. 
17. Say not, I may be hidden from his sight: 
Who will notice me from on high? I may pass 
unknown in so great a multitude : for what am I 
in the midst of so great a world ? 18. Behold the 
heaven and the heaven of heavens, the sea and the 
dry land ! All these, with all that are therein, will 
be moved at the presence of God ! 19. He will 
look upon the mountaips and the hills, and shake 
the foundations of the earth ! "^ 

20. And is thy heart unmoved at all this ? God 
knoweth the thoughts of all men : but his ways who 
can understand ?* 21. They are a whirlwind, a cloud 
which man's eye can never penetrate. For the most 
part of his works are hidden from us. 22. Who shall 
set forth his judgments to the full : or who may 
endure them ? For the evidence of many of these 
is afar off: the enquiry of man concerning them 
would be fruitless. 23. Imprudent, erring, foolish, 
his little mind imagines vain things. 

24. Hear me, my son: learn the discipline of 
understanding. Be attentive to my words in thy 
heart. 25. I will lay down the law for thee justly. 
I will carefully search out and declare the way of 
wisdom. * Attend to me, for I speak in righteous- 
ness ; setting forth truly the knowledge of God, 
and the virtues which he hath placed in his works 
from the beginning, (^q) 26. For God saw per- 

(q) ^* In judicio Dei opera ejus ab initio : et ab insdtutione 
hominum ipsorum distinxit partes illorum et initia eorum in gen- 
tibus [generationibus] suis. Ornavit in aeternum opera illorum : 
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fectly his works from the first : ^nd according to f 
the institution of men themselves did he make dis^ 
tinct the parts thereof: and their beginnings are 
out of his fulness. 27. He made them to endure 
for ever. They neither hunger nor thirst, nor are 
weary : nor do they cease from doing that which 
he hath appointed. 28. None of these will ever 
interfere with the movements of another. Be not 
thou unbelieving, but receive his word. 

29. After these, God looked upon the earth, and 
filled it with his good things. 30. For every living 
soul presented its appearance beforehand, and into 
these they all shall return again. 

Chap. XVIL i. Thus God created man out of HaUngfirmed 
the earth, into which he tumeth him again.^ 2. He ^wUhu^ 
made him after his own image, clothing him with ^^^^^ 
his own authority.' 3. He appointed unto him his ^ EccI. iii. 20. 
time to live, and gave him power over all things on g^^*^®"*' *'• 
the earth j 4. putting the fear of him upon all flesh, 
so that he ruled over the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the air. 5. (r) 6. Having formed out of 
Adam an help meet for him, he gave them together 
with the senses the power of reasoning, 7. and filled 
them with the knowledge of his will, communicat- 
ing unto them of his spirit, filling their hearts with 

nee esurierunt ne'e laboraverunt, et non destiterunt ab operibus 
suis. Unusquisque proximum sibi non angustiabit usque in 
aeternum. Non sis incredibilis verbo illius." — Vulgate. 

(r) The fifth verse of this chapter is marked as an interpol- 
ation in our authorised version : it is in the text undistinguished 
in the Greeks but is not in the Vulgate. — Ed» 

D 4 
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♦ understanding, showing unto them what was good 
and what evil. 
^^hhZmiL ®» ^» ^^* -^^^ ^® placed their eyes upon their 
and praise idn: heart to show them the greatness of his works: 

and keep his law " 

and covenant, that they might praise his holy name, and glory in 
his wonders, telling of the greatness of his might. 
11. He added moreover his commandment, a law 
of life unto them and their children. 12. Yea, he 
made with them an everlasting covenant, showing 
■ Exod. lii. them justice and judgment* 13. Their eyes beheld 
XX. 1—20. his wonderful majesty : their ears heard the voice 

Deut*iv*32 33 

' * ' * of his glory, 14. saying unto them. Beware o£ aU 

unrighteousness. Thus he gave commandment to 

each of them concerning his neighbour. 

The ways of 16. The ways of men are ever before the Lord: 

IjTlZi: "^ none of them are hid from his sight. (16,) 17. He 

1 ^^^'T' pl^^®^ rulers over the nations, Israel becoming the 

ps. ixxviii. 62. manifest portion of the Lord.** (18,) 19. Thus are 

23—25.* their works plain as the sun before God, whose 

Matt. xxi.'38. cycs ccasc uot from beholding their ways. 20. And 

however these may transgress, his testimonies are 

not removed out of the way: so that all their 

iniquities are manifest in his sight (s) (21,) 22, 23. 

who wui reimrd Aud hc shdl rfsc up hcreaftcr, and shall recompense 

orpu '^ tQ them upon their own heads the wickedness of each 

of them : * and shall turn them down into the lower 

parts of the earth. 24. But to them who shall 

repent he hath appointed the way of righteousness : 

(s) <' Eleemosyna viri quasi sacculus cum ipso, et gratiam 
hominis quasi pupillam conservabit/' — Vulgate* This passage, 
which does not agree with the context, is transferred to p. 42. 
^here alms are treated of, and where it agrees very well. 
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he hath decreed to uphold them in their weakness : 
♦ he hath allotted unto these their portion in th^ 
truth. 26. Turn thou therefore unto the Lord, and 
cease from thy transgressions : come before him in 
prayer, and make thy offences less. 26, 27. If thou 
return unto the Lord, and be turned away from 
thine unrighteousness, and thoroughly hate the 
abominable thing ("/): then shalt thou know that 
the judgments of the Most High are just ♦ Then 
shalt thou stand in thy lot in the oversight of the 
church and in prayer to God most high.* ^ D«n- »"• is. 

28. Walk thou in the ways of the chosen of the <^ con/euimoj 

■' sins : 

Lord, with the living who confess his name. Be 
not found lingering in the errors of the ungodly. 
Confess thy sins ere thou die : the confession of the 
dead availeth nothing.* ♦ Confess, then, while thou * p^- i^>-.?3- 

^ " Isa. xxxTiu. 

livest: confess in thy health and strength. Thus i8,i9. 
shalt thou praise the Lord, and rejoice in his tender 
mercies. 

29. How great is the mercy of the Lord, and his andthe/orgwe- 
forgiveness unto them that turn to him ! 30. See- Jyi God. 
ing that man is unequal of himself to all this : for 

he is mortal, and the sons of men delight in vanity. 

31. What is brighter than the sun? Yet shall his 

light fail. What is darker than the imaginations of 

a heart of flesh and blood ? Yet shall these be 

searched out.^ 32. When we consider the might of ' Job, xiu. 5, 6. 

the Highest in the heavens, man is as dust and 

ashes before him ! 



(t) " Et nimis odito execrationem/' — Vulgate. 
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God the ai. Chap. XVIII. i. The eternal God created all 

mi^yrmg: jhings together.* 2. God alone is just : he remains 
the almighty King everlastingly. (3,) 4, 5. Who is 
able to tell of all his works : who shall search out 
his great works ? For no man can set forth the 
greatness of his power: or proceed to dedare 
of his mercies. 6. To these none may add: 
from them[ none may take away: for none 
shall be able to find out his doings to the full. 
7. Where man has finished ther6 will God b^n : 
when he hath ceased from his labours God shdl 
KUetemaipower wotk Still. 8. Wliat IS man : what is the glory of 

contrasted with ^ "' 

r»ian*s sfiort life mau ? What is Ws good or what his evil? 9. If 
he live an hundred years it is very long : lO. yet is 
that but as a drop to the waters of the ocean, or as 
a grain among the sands of the sea-shore. Such is 
the short day of man compared with eternity! 
11. And seeing this, ' God is verj/ patient towards 
him, and poureth out upon him the abundance qf 
» Exod. XXV. his compassions. 12. He saw the presumption of 
ob,xi*x.25,26. man, how wicked, and his overthrow how desperate 
^m^"^^ it was.*" For this cause he made full propitiation 
teacheth mercy, for Jum^ aud showcd uuto him the way of righteous- 
s^r^f^s^* ness.* 13. The compassion of man is toward his 
Lam.iii.22,23. fellow : but the mercics of God reach forth unto all 
his works. He it is who teacheth men the lesson 
of mercy, leading them as a shepherd doth his 
flock. 14. Wherefore let him that hath learned the 
compassions of the Most High show mercy : even 
he who walketh in the way of his judgments. 

£The alms of a good man are as treasure laid up 
with the Lord : he will keep the merciful as the 
prov.xlx/n. apple of his eye.^] 
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15. My son, when thou doest i?ood do it with a senefiutobe 

1 Ml 1 • t 1 • ■ r» 1 • T conferred wUh' 

good will, and mix not the bitterness of upbraiding (mt uj)braidmg. 
with every gift^ 16. For as the dew in the drought!* James, i. s. 
of summer, so is a comfortable word in affliction : 
which is even more grateful than a gift. 17. Thus 
is counsel better than alms : but a good man will 
administer both. 18. None but a fool will chide 
the afflicted ; and make their eye dim while he 
puts his gift into their hands. 

19. Before thou sit in judgment inform thyself 
what the law is: and learn before thou speak. 
Administer the remedy ere the evil become great : ^j^a»»im- 
20. examine thy own heart before thou condemn ^^^^^ ^. 
the culprit.^ Thus thou shalt thyself find mercy ^— 5- 
with God. 

21. When sickness approaches humble thyself in 
his sight : and in thine infirmity confess the errors 
of thy life. 22. Be not hindered from prayer by iwayer, 
any occasion, and fear not thou but that he will 
justify thee to the day of thy death : ♦ for the recom- 
pense of the Most High is everlasting li^.^ 23. But ■Lukc,xviii. i. 
before thou prayest prepare thyself, and be not as xu. 2. 

1 A-i 1 t^ N Matt. xix. 16. 

one that tempteth God. (w) 

24. Remember the retribution of the last day. andthejwdg- 
Let the judgment to come be often in thy 
thoughts. 25. In the time of thine abundance re- 
member that poverty may overtake thee, and that 
riches may give place to want 26. For the weatlier 
changes from morning till evening : and the eyes of 

(m) To wit, by expecting the aid of the Holy Spirit without 
the endeavour of a sincere heart to worship him aright. Luke, 
xi. 9. 
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The discerning 
wiUoum and 
use the wisdom 
of others* 



""Prov.iiv,!^. God are upon all thy doings. 27. "° The wise fear 
at all times : when an evil work is doing they will 
remain immoveable. 

28. Every discerning man perceives what is 
wisdom, and will confess to him that findeth it out. 
29. Find me a man wise in discourse, the same is 
prudent in action : having regard to truth and 
justice : he hath called to his aid the wise sayings 
and just judgments qf others. 

30. Go not thou after thy own lusts, but turn 
aside from desire when it ariseth. 81. If thou grant 
a favourite all that she asketh, she will make thee 
the derision of thy enemies. 32. Take not delight 
in great entertainments : yet be not parsimonious. 
.33. There is no end to emulation in these things. 
Grudge not thy servant suflScient wages. Hast 
thou nothing in the world to pay with ? Thou 
wilt be esteemed a niggard by thy family. 



The master of 
the house: 



the workman : 



wine and wo- 
men: 



•» Gen. xl. 20. 
1 Kings, xxi. 
9. 12. 

the credulous : 



the mischievous* 



Chap. XIX. l. The workman that is a drunkard 
will never grow rich : he that despiseth small 
savings shall by degrees become impoverished. 
2. Wine and women corrupt sensible men, and 
vaaik^even wise men fall away. 3. .He that is joined 
to fornicators will come to nothing : worms and 
rottenness will have him to heritage. ♦ He shall be 
set on high for the greater example, and his mainte- 
nance shall be taken away.° 

4. Credulity is a mark of a shallow understand- 
ing : he who suddenly credits an evil report will 
be disgraced: and will moreover have it upon 
himself if he offend. 5. Let him that delighteth in 
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mischief be marked, and let the incorrigible be 
deprived of his support : 6. but he that hateth 
many words will stop the spreading of malice. ♦ If 
a man sin against his own life he will repent it* 
He that makes a jest of mischief is to be shunned. 
7. If thou hear a malicious speech do not repeat it, 
and thou wilt not be disgi-aced in the end. 

8. Open not thy mind alike to friends and ene- of unwary 
mies: expose not thy own weaknesses. 9. For *'^'^'"*^**' 
while he hears he will watch thee, and making as 
if he would vindicate thy faults, will despise thee. 
10. If thou hear an evil report of thy neighbour let 
it rest. It will not escape from thee unless thy 
indiscretion force thee to repeat it j 11. as a fool 
that cannot contain himself, as the infant that must 
needs utter its cry. 12. As an arrow sticking iii ofpropagaHng 
the flesh of a hound, so is a secret in the breast of 
the fool : the hunter will soon draw it out. id. But 
go thou thyself and reprove thy friend.** It may ' Matt.x?iii. 
be he hath not been told of it: or that he may 
deny the thing: or having done it, that he may 
hearken and do so no more. 14. Reprove thy Qf due reproof, 
neighbour : it may be he hath not said it : or if 
he have said it, that he may not say it iagain. 
15. Reprove, I say, thy friend: for there are many in charity and 
false accusations, and thou must not believe every •^'^^^ 
report. 16. And he who hath slipped with his 
tongue may not have done it with an evil intention.** ' James, iii. 2. 
For who hath not at some time offended tiius? 
17. Reprpve thy neighbour before thou threaten 
him : and give place, when thou art provoked, to 
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The policy of 
the wicked 
execrable* 



* Acts,xxiv» 
2—4. 10—13. 

The value <f 
tmcerity. 



The hypocrite : 



thenudicious 
predteman: 



thevauij 
and the arro- 



the fear of the Most High : 18, (19, 20, 21.) which 
is the perfection of prudence. If thou have this 
fear thou wilt proceed according to the law in 
all wisdom, (v) 22. There is no such limit to the 
correction administered by the wicked : neither is 
tibere in their best thoughts prudence and under- 
standing, 23. There is a policy in the wicked man 
which is an execrable thing : and there is a foolish 
person who is the worse for his knowledge. 24. But 
better is he that is defective in sense and of little 
understanding, having the fear of the Lord, than 
the man of knowledge who transgresses the law of 
the Most High. 25. ^ There is an exactness of the 
able but wicked man : and there is another whose 
word is in sincerity speaking correctly. 26. There 
is one who wickedly putteth on an humble appear- 
ance, while his inward parts are full of deceit: 
and there is a just man who submitteth more theixi 
he ought through overmuch humility. 27. There is 
also a precise man that looketh down in thy pre- 
sence, putting on an appearance of simplicity and 
ignorance. 28. This man, if at the time he be 
prevented through lack of power, will afterwards 
findhis opportunity and proceed to do thee mischief. 
20. A man may be judged of his by appearance: 
an experienced person will be known at once by 
his looks, ao. A man's attire, his broad laugh, and 
too famUar address will sometimes declare what 
he is. XX. 1. There is a false reproof given in anger 



(v) *^ £t in ilia timere Deum, et in omni sapientia dispositio 
legis," — Vulgate, 
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by the proud ; there is a judgment which will not 
bear examination : and there is one who is silent 
under all this, and shows hid prudence. 

Chap. XX. 2. How much better it is to reason varmu conduct 
than to grow angry: and to suffer him that has 
offended to make an apology. 3, 4. He acts like a 
brute who executes by force an unjust judgment 
'Again, it is good to show penitence when thou art * Pro^- ^^^viii. 
reproved for thy faults: thus shalt thou escape 
wilful transgression. 6. There is one who holds his under accuse 
tongue and is found wise: and there is another '*'''^* 
full of hateful excuses. 6. But there is also one 
who stands mute, not having the sense to speak : 
or he sees not the right time and is waiting for it 
7. A wise man will always do this t but the igno- 
rant and impudent will observe no time. 8. He 
that useth too many words will hurt his own cause. 
For whoever unjustly avails himself of a privilege 
wiU be hated. 9. There is a progress in the com- jt progress in 
mission of crimes from less to greater : and there *^"^' 
is an ingenuity in devising mischief. lO. There is 
a gift which conveys no good: again^ there is one 
which will be rewarded double* (li,) 12. The rich o/ redeeming 
may redeem much for the poor at little expense ; '^'''''^* 
and thus restore to him his goods sevenfold.^ t see Exod. 
* There is a lessening of a man because of ^ merit : ""lit xldrJ* 
and there is a humiliation of him which will lead to ^* ^^^^^* 
honour. 

13. He that is discreet in his speech maketh him- 
self to be beloved: but the flattering speeches of Thegifto/tiie 
fools are thrown away. 14. Expect no profit from u/jJ^fit^e. 
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The fool has no 
fiiendU 



Of farced prw 
itence : 



miset: 

ut^tut reproach: 



«Ps. hiii. 11. 
ci. 5. 7. 
Prov. xix. 5. 
Acts,T. 1—11. 
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the gift of a silly person : for his eyes measure it 
sevenfold! 15. He will give little, and make a 
great noise : and the very opening of his mouth 
will kindle a flame. What he hath lent to-day, he 
will require back to-morrow: thus he becomes 
hateful to all around him. 

16. The fool has no fiiend : his very favours 
come with a bad grace. The men who eat of his 
bread speak evil of him. 17. How much and how 
oft do they deride him ! What was to be had (^scn/ 
they) he gave away without discretion: and the 
same if it were not to be procured ! 18. The false 
tongue will slip as one slippeth on a pavement: 
thus the ruin of the wicked comes speedily upon 
them. 19^ The very mention of their name is 
a common jest: it is continually in the mouths of 
the vulgar, (w) 20. Every fool can take them down 
with a story : for he too will tell one in his turn ! 

21. There is that is kept from offending by his 
poverty : and who when he comes to have plenty 
will break out. 22. There is that is lost through 
his own conftision and imprudent carriage. By 
accepting the person of another he is ruined. 
23. There is that promises to his ftiend at unawares 
more than he can per/bnn, and thus obtains to him- 
self an enemy. 24. An unjust reproach cast upon 
a man is a lie against him : yet how often do we 
find this in the mouths of the untaught.^^ 25. Better 
were it to be beset with a thief, than with the assi« 
duities of a lying tongue : both of them shall inherit 

(to) ^< Non acbaris [ax^fK, jS^^] quasi fabula vana?" — 
Vulgate. 
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destruction. ,26. A liar shall have no, honour, a lymg tongue: 
though he be faultless in conduct; wherever he 
goes his confusion follows him. ' 27. He that is of a a good comer- 
good conversation advances his own interest : and 
the prudent is acceptable to his superiours.: 28. He 
that cultivates well his field gathers a good har- 
vest : so it is with the man who does righteousness : 
he shall be enriched therein/. He will please his 
superiours and will avoid occasions of offence. . • 

29. By gifls and bribes the eyes of the wise are gifts and bribes, 
blinded: they are a gag in his mouth to prevent . 
just judgment. 30. As money wMch the owriier anJdusdess 
cannot find, so is useless learning; a treasure of '''^'*^' 
which he cknnot avail himself 81. (32.)* Better 
were it for thee to put thy folly out of the way 
than thy wisdom. 

Chap. XXI. i. Hast thou sinned ? Do so no The mortal 
more, but ask pardon for thy former sins. 2.: Flee r^e^ ^j"7. 
from wickedness, my son, as from the face of a Prov. xxiii. 32. 

•^ Kev. XII. 9. 

serpent: if thou come near thou wilt be bitten.*! 1 Peter, v. 

' 8, 9. 

For the teeth of the adversary are as the tfeeth of a 
lion, killing the souls of riien. 3. As a shai-p' two- 
edged sw)rd shall a man's sins, /Ae;z pierce through ^ 
him:, so that there shall be no healing of the 
wound! .;.*.,.. 

4. JBy feuds and inroads many a fair estate is laid The evUconse- 

. , - guences of 

wasted Through. superfluity comes in pride; and imde. 
thus the insolent family is brought to nought. 5. Let 
but a remonstrance' from the poor main reafch the 
ear of the protid and his condemnation shall be 
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The end of the 
waif (fthe 
wick&l: 

^ Isa. XXX. 33. 
Luke, xvi. 
19—31. 



hastened. 6, 7. The ruler is known afar off by his 
loud threatenings, and the man of understanding 
perceives that he has ruined himself bt/ a word. 
He that hateth reproof will walk on in the way of 
sinners: but he that feareth God will be con- 
formed to his will. 

8. He who buildeth with borrowed money is as 
he that coUecteth his materials in the winter, (or) 

9. The congregation of sinners is as wood for 
fueU and a flame of fire shall consume them.' 
10. Let their way be made smooth as a pavement 
of stone, still the end thereof is in hell, in dark- 
ness and torment ii. He who keepeth the law 
will govern his appetites. The end of the fear of 
God is the true enjojnnent of life in wisdom and 
discretion. 12. He will not attain to perfection who 

their weahiess of is uot discrcct iu the use of good* There is a 
weakness of judgment which abounds in wicked- 
ness : and where there is bitterness of heart the 

^Matt.xii.34, understanding is darkened."' 13. The knowledge 
of the truly wise will overflow as waters : his coun- 
sel will flow continually as a living spring. 14. But 
the heart of the foolish is as a broken cistern : 
whatsoever flows in, it retains nothing. 16. Whilst 
the wise, if he hear any good thing will know how 
to commend it, and will add unto it of his own. 
The worldly minded heareth counsel, and it dis- 

» Prov XV. 10. pleaseth him, and he casteth it behind his back.* 



judgment : 



35. 
James, i. 
22—25. 
their heart a 
broken cistern* 



(x) When from tlie difficulties of the roack and other im- 
pediments he cannot get them together : or having done this 
they are spoiled by the rain and frost. — Bd. 
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la. The talk of fools is burthensome as a pack on 
the shoulders of the traveller : tfie favour of the The favour of 
hearers is reserved for the lips of the wise. 17. A «««?. 
man who discourses with understanding will be 
sought unto by the congregation: and they will 
meditate on his words. 

18. (y) Wisdom is to the fool as a family driven 
from home: {z) and his very knowledge is a heap 
of unmeaning words. 19. As fetters on the feet so is 
learning unto him, and as a manacle on his right 
hand. ao» 2i. But to the wise it is as an ornament 
of gold: (a) as a chain of gold upon his shoulders. 

An ill-bred person laughs aloud: the well-bred, J^^nousmax^ 

* /» i^ t tm* of conduct 

scarcely at all. 22. The foot of the one treads at ««rf convers- 

large in his neighbour's house : the other behaves 

with reserve before the great. 23. The one will 

peep in at the windows upon the company: the 

other will stand without till he be invited^ 24. It is 

a mark of f<dly to be listening at the door of thy 

neighbour : a considerate man will be grieved if 

but by chance he hear any thing amiss. 26. The 

fool brings out at once his store of empty talk : the 

words of the wise are weighed as in a balance. 

26. The heart of fools is in their mouth : the mouth 

of the wise is in their heart.^ 27. While the un- y prov. xv. ss. 

godly curseth the devil he curseth his own soul. *^* ^^' ^^' 

28. With a whisper will he too defile his household, 

and be hated whensoever he does it, and wherever 

(y) <' Tanquam domus exterminata sic fatuo sapientia : et 
scientia insensati inenarrabilia verba." — Vulgate, 
(z) Tvuviq aavvtra ahtitraa^ot Koyot,'-^ Sept, 
(a) '' Quasi brachiale in brachio dextro/' — Vulgate. 

E 2 
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he spends his time :*. while the silent and under" 
standing person i^cei ves honour. 



Thedothfid: 
* Prov. passitiu 



the seducer : 



tlie story teller : 



the vitractable* 



TheUfeoffooU 
worse than 
death: 



* Prov. passim. 



Chap. XXII. i. * The slothful is marked with 
dii^race : whoever sp^ak^ of him will do it slight- 
ingly. 2. He lies upon the dunghill : whoso touch- 
eth him must wash' his hahds. 
< 3. A son ill brought up is his father's confusion : 
a foolish daughter will disgrace hitn. 4. If she be 
prucienV shie is the inheritance vOf a hus^nd : and 
whoever > puts him to shame puts her father to 
shame also. 6. A shameless one will bring con- 
fusion upon both : and for this she will be in no 
disgrace with the ungodly, but she will be cast off 
both by her father and her husband. 

6. As music in a day o/* mourning so is a tedious 
story in conversation : but reproof and instmction 
are at all times wisdom. 7, 8. (9, lO.) Yet to teach 
a fool is to join the pieces of a broken pitcher. 
He will hear, and appriehend nothing, as a man to 
whom one has been speaking in his sleep. At the 
end of all he will cry, What was it ? as one that 
has just awaked from a sound sleep ! 
* 11. Mourn for the dead, for he hath lost the lights 
so likewise for him that is wanting in understand- 
ing. Be comforted for the dead, since he is at 
rest : but mourn for the fool, whose wretched life 
is worse than death. 12. For the dead we mourii 
seven days ; but for the fool and the ungodly per- 
son all the days of his life. 

13. * With the fool care not to converse much : 
with a man void of understanding depart not frpm 
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thy home. If thou have odcasion for hhn bewisre and th^ toaety 
of him, that he be not a ti'oubfe to thee, arid liiat he 
draw thee not into his own "vices. Get rid of 
him, and thou wilt be quiet; and wilt be in no 
danger of falling with him into folly. 14. What is 
heavier than lead, and what more burthenscMfle 
than a fool ? 15. Sand and salt and a ihass^of iron 
are feasier to bear than the company o£ one that is 
foolish, and imprudent iabd ungodly. < < > ^ - 

16. As the timber that binds together the found- of the firm-. 
ations of thehoiise,' so is the heart of him that is 
unmoved in his counsels. ♦The mind of the wise 
is not changed by every occasion and upon every 
apprehension that ariseth. 17, 18. As a fence the waverings 
on thV hill top, and as^ plaster exposed to the wind,' 
so is the heart of the weak and timid: upon every 
assault of the weather it will give way. (6) As 
a smooth wall covered with a coating of pebbles so 
is the heart of him that is constant in God's com- 
mandments : he shall at no time be afraid. 

19. That which pricketh the eyes bringeth forth 
tears : so, that which toucheth the heart draweth 
out a man's feelings. 20. He who throws stones at 
his fowls may kill therii: so, he who reproacheth 
his friend will dissolve friendship. 21. Though 
thou have drawn thy sword upon a friend, yet 
despair not : for there may be a returning. 22. Be 

* 
(5). This passage is obscure from repetition, in the Latin 
text. I have rendered it so as to agree with the context, leav- 
ing out the words " sic et cor trepidum in cogitatione fatui 
omni tempore non metuet," the same in sense having gone just 
before.— jBrf. 

E 3 
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the treacherous : 



tbehattf/: Tiot afraid, though thou have spoken an angry 
word : for he will forget it. Nor will he leave 
thee but for an unjust reproach, or for slander or 
proud behaviour : or for revealing a secret, or for 
treachery. For these offences he will indeed go 
away from thee. 23. As thou art partaker with thy 
friend in his enjoyments, so be thou with him in 
his sufferings. In his distress and poverty be thou 
faithful unto him : and thou shalt inherit along 
with him that which may hereafter become his.** 

24. Before the fire bums up there ariseth the 
smoke and vapour of the fuel. Thus do reproaches 
and threatenings and curses precede the shedding 
of blood. 25. Salute thy friend : thou wilt never 
be made ashamed by this. I would never hide my 
face from him. 26. And should any evil befall me 
through my forbearance all that hear of it will 
shun him. 

27. Who will set a watch upon the door qf my 
mouth : who will seal my lips* fast, that I fall not 

»»«»P8.cxii.3,4. by my words : that my tongue ruin me not**** 



and the cofi' 
slant, 

^ Luke, xzii. 
28—30. 

Advice to 
forbearance* 



A prayer for the 
government of 
speech and cf 
thoughi. 



Chap. XXIII. l. O Lord, my Father, the Lord 
of my life! leave me not to be ruled by their 
counsels, suffer me not to fall into their reproach. 
2. Who will place the scourge of correction upon 
my thoughts, the discipline of wisdom upon my 
heart : that God require not at my hands their 
errors, that my secret faults appear not to my 
shame ? 3. That my ignorances increase not, that 
my transgressions be not multiplied, that sin abound 
not in me, and I fall before mine enemies and my 
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adversary rejoice over me ! 4. O God, my Father 
and the God of my life, leave me not to their 
devices. 5, 6. Give me not over to pride : take 
away from me every evil desire ; gluttony, concu- 
piscence, let not these overcome me : and from 
every irreyerent and unbridled thought do thou 
keep me ! 

?• Attend, my sons, to the right conduct of 
.speech. He who keepeth instruction shall not 
perish through the words which he hath spoken : 
nor will he fall into gross wickedness. 8. For the 
sinner is first taken in this vanity : and the proud 
that is cursed falleth into this condemnation. 9. Ac- Thesutearer 
custom not thy mouth to swearing : for in it are j^^y'f ^ 
many occasions of sin. Let not the name of God 
be upon thy lips continually : and mix not in thy 
vain discourse the names of his holy ones. For 
these will not hold^ thee guiltless, lo. As the 
slave that is oft scourged beareth about him the blue 
mark; so is it with every swearer that is con- 
tinually calling upon God in vain : he shall not for 
all this be freed from sin. ii. A swearer will be qguctiomhau 
full of iniquity, and aflfliction shall not depart from ^w!^"^''* 
his house.*" Though he have foiled his fellow, 'Mattv. , 
and brought him into trouble^ yet shall the guilt of James, ▼. 12. 
the other lie upon him. If he have accused him 
falsely he is doubly guilty : and although he swear 
at ran^dom he shall not be justified. His cursed 
house shall receive retribution to the full. 

12. There is yet another word that is punishable o/theevu 
with death : let it not be found in the heritage of '^''^"^^ 

E 4 
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«• Matt. X. SC, 
33. 



Israel! Let these evil. speeches be far from. the 
merciful : they will not delight to offend ! ' ■ * 

13. Use not thy lips to light speeches, in which 
there is always a mixture of sin. 14. Remember 
thy father and thy mother: for thou sta^dest in 
view of the great riien who have gone, beforje thee. 
Lest haply God refuse to acknowledge .thee, in 
their presence: lest with all thy painslakiog tliou 
come to wish thou hadst never been born, and 
curse the day of thy nativity.^ 16. The man that 
is of a lewd conversation will learn no good all 
the days of his life. ; • . . - 

16. There are two kinds of men that abound 
in wickedness, and a third that will incur wrath to 
destruction. He that is heated with lust as with a 
burning fire, which, while it finds fuel cannot! be 
extingxiished : he that is filthy in his speech .and 
the fornicator : laboursto kiudlc a firc in* others. 17. The fornicator, 
to whom all bread is palatable : who is not to be 
wearied in his. wicked way, till he come to the end 
of his transgressions. 18. Every man who defiles 
the marriage bed ; contemning the Most High in 
. his . thoughts, and saying. Who seeth me in this 
darkness?^ The walls are about me: no one is 
present whom I fear : God will not remember my 
faults. 19. But he forgets that the Almighty seeth 
all that he does. And he considers; not how, 
while he puts away from himself the fear of God, 
he is afraid of the least of mankind. For the eyes 
of God are infinitely/ more piercing than those 
of men who fear him^ shining brighter than the 
sun upon the ways of men, upon the secrets of the 



* Ps. cxxxix. 

11,12. 

the adulterer t 



«Prov.xv. 11. 
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abyss of darkness^ and searching) the innermost 

parts of the heart. 20.; He saw perfectly all things 

ere they were created: he looks back upon all ^Heb. xUi. 4. 

that is past. 21. This wicked man therefore shall ^hosiiauhave 

* ■ ' for recompense 

have his recopnlppijse in the streets of the c^iy : he the deieaatum 
shall be hunted as a ,wild colt, and shall be taken ! *'**^' 
when he thinks; not of it. * He shall be^detqsted of 
all men until he^know what it is to fear 'God. ' 

22. *So shall eyery woman be, who leaves her 'Mark,x. 
husband and -establishes hersejf : in; a connexion compare wis- 
with; another man: ' 23.^ For, first she hlath trans- *'"'*^^-^• 
gressed the law of th^Most Hi^h : then, ishehsiith 
deserted her husbaftd/. and thirdly, she.hathjflined 
herself to an adulterer land procur^:to^ herself 
children by another man. ^ 24. She shs^U be. brought «« ^°^^^ 

T . * 1 1 11 1 ' 1 adultereu also, 

before the congregation, and^snaUbe made to. ac- 
count for her offspring. ^ : 25. Her i seed , sh^t , not 
strike root, her branches; shall note be fruitful. 

26. Her very children 'will give*: up/ her name to 
infamy: her disgrace : will never : be wiped out. 

27. And they that have been forsaken bi/ Aer shall 
acknowledge, that nothing is better than the fe^r of 
God, nothing sweeter than to have regard to his 
commandments. . • 

28. Great is the glory of them that follow the 
Lord : and length of days shall these take unto 
them.. : < / 



Chap. XXIV. I. Wisdom shall glorify.herself w^ifomsftaz^ie 
and be honoured in the Lord. 2. In the mi(ist of ^^^' 
her people shall she ; be glorified : she shall ^open 
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being the first' 
bom of every 
creature : 
* Prov. viii. 
JohD, i. 1 — 5* 



Gen. i. 2, S« 



■» Matt. xiv. 

25—27. 

of power among 

all people: 

' £xod. xxy. 8« 
xziz. 45, 46. 
Numb, zzxv* 
34. 

Deut. xii. 11. 
Ezra, vi. 12. 
Ps. IxViii. 16. 
18. cxxxii. 
13—18. 
John,i. 14. 
Rom.iii. 1,2. 
xi. 1—5. 
Actsyiii. 19.21. 
iL 38, 39. 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 
Bey. xxi. 3. 

inhabiting in 
Jacob, having 
Israel for an 
inheritance. 



her mouth in the churches of God. In the pre- 
sence of his might shall she be glorified : * she shall 
be exalted in the midst of his people : she shall be 
admired in the assembly of his saints. She shidl 
have praise amidst the multitude of the elect, and 
shall bless the Lord's chosen. 

3. 1 came forth, saith she, from the mouth of the 
Highest, the first bom, before every creature.*" 
I filled the heavens with light, which I caused 
to shine for ever : as a cloud I covered the face of 
the earth.^ 4. 1 dwell in the highest heaven : my 
throne is a cloudy pillar. 6. 1 traverse alone the 
circumference of the heaven, and go down to the 
depths of the abyss. 6. 1 walk on the waves of 
the sea, and stand where I please upon the earths"" 
In all nations and among all people I take the 
dominion. * In my strength I set my foot upon the 
necks of the powerful : mbdtdng alike the lowly 
and the proud. 7. In all these I have sou^t to 
take up my rest : but I will dwell with the heritage 
of God.^ 

8. Then did the Creator of all things, even he 
who formed me, give me a diarge^ resting in my 
tabernacle and saying unto me— ^In Jacob thou 
shalt inhabit, and Israel shall be thine inheritance. 
^ There shalt thou take root among my chosen 
people. 9. 1 was created before all time : I shall 
not cease to be hereafter, but shall remain for ever. 
10. In the holy habitation did I minister, and stand 
before God himself. 

11. Thus too have I settled myself in Sion, and 
taken up my abode in the holy city, and found 
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my possession in Jerusalem. 12. 1 have spread out 
my roots among God's honoured people, in the 
lot of his inheritance, * and have occupied myself 
with the fulness of his holy things. 13. Exalted as ThejruUs, 
a cedar in Lebanon, as a cypress in mount Sion, 
14. as a palm tree in Engaddi do I flourish, as a bed 
of roses in Jericho. Beautiful as an olive tree in 
the field, and growing up luxuriantly as the plane 
tree by the waters. 16. As the cinnamon and the 
balsam tree I breathe out precious odours in the 
streets. As the choicest myrrh do I send forth a 
sweet smeU ; as styrax and galbanum, and nard (c) 
and frankincense. As the whole wood of Lebanon 
is the scent of my dwelling : my garments are 
sweet as the purest balsam. 16. As the turpentine 
tree do I spread forth my branches, growing out to 
grace and stateliness. 

17. 1 myself bear sweet-scrated fruit as the vine, andojtpnng of 
and with my blossoms are the fruite of honour and ^"^ 
integrity. 18. 1 am the mother of fair love and liie 
fear qfGodf of thankfulness and holy hope. In me 
are grace and truths the life of the virtuous and the ° John, i. i4. 
whole hope of the living. 19. Come over unto me 
all ye who desire me, and ye shall be filled with 
my fruits. 20. For my breath is sweeter than bcmey, 
and my taste beyond that of honey and the honey^ 

(c) Nard. UnguUiy Vulg. ; Owf , Sept. See Matt. xxvi. 7. I 
suppose this perfume to have been a sweet-scented oil, and 
to have derived the name of onyx from the material of the 
boxes in which it was sometimes sold. In the pass^^ above 
referred to, in Matthew, it is called fwfWy q. d. ungiientum ; to 
which is added in Mark, xiv. 3. the words va^ls vKrrixiy^, which 
we properly render together ointment qf^kenard. 
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comb. I am not to be forgotten for ever : 21. they 
who eat of me wUl yet crave more : they who 
drink of me will thirst for greater abundance. 

22. He who listenetii to my counsels' shall jnever 

be confounded : they that do ,my works shall not 

M john,m. 9. siu. * They that open me to .the people shall have 

Expianation cf everlastiug life.** 23. All these things relate to the 

book of life, to the testimony: of the Most High, 

to.the acknowledgm^t of the truth. 

A nighty ms of ' Moses: gavc (outthc law, with the precqjts of 

^D^Mo. rightebusnessj and ;with promises for the house of 

^J;^^^ Jacob to' inherit.' (24.) * God sware unto Dai^d bis 

*» 2 Sam. Tu. scrvaut, . that out of \m' posterity he would raise up 

pT^x/cxxxii. a mighty/ one to: be kmg,, .who ; should sit on his 

1112. «-'•' ^ o ^ 

Art8,ii. so,si. throne for ever. . . 25.t This i^!Adywho:fiHeth his people 

with wisdom as theiivercPhyson, and as Tigris inrthe 

time of floods : 26. who filleth the understanding 

^as Euphrates, who shall increase - even as Jordan 

swells in harvest 27. Who sendeth abroad teaching 

as the light of the sun, with helps abundant; as the 

waters of Gyon in the time of vintage. \ 28. t Who 

first perfectly knew Wisdom, .while of thoae of less 

might none were able, to search her out. '29. For 

his thoughts are large as the sea, his counsels as the 

great deep. ' , ? / 

'i8a.lv. 1—5. . ao.'I Wisdom pour out rivers o/*. Awoa;ferf^e : 

st-^dT* as an overflowing watercourse dol turn them from 

R^.^xi.^ 1, 2. ^thie great river. As the driver ,D6ryx, as an aque- 

john,xv. 26. ^^^|. ^f waters, I came forth from Paradise. 31. I 

said I will water my plantation, I will drench with 

moisture the place where my^fruits grow. Thus 

was there made for me an abundant watercourse : 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



61 

my rivers ran down to the sea. 32. So that teach-^ and eniighteti^ 
ing as before the morning light I enlighten all men.- 
I will declare God's counsel afar off.* I will 
penetrate into the lower parts of the earth t I will 
look upon all that sleiep. I will enlighten all them 
thatjiope in. the Lord.' 33. I will yet pour forth •john,xii.46. 
doctrine as prophecy/ and leave it to those who! * John, v. 25. 
sjiall' search out wisdom, and with the generation 
of th^se will I continue for ever." . ; « Matt, xxiui 

34. ;See now how I have laboured, not for myself ^^'^* 
alone, but for all those that are in search of the 
truth! . . 



Chap. XXV. 1. In three things have I found 
satirfactibn: and tbeise are ^/»^^^ well pleasing to 
God . and good men. In l^e unity of brethren, o/unity, and 
the^reem/cnt of neighbours \^ith .each other, and S(1Ltr^' 
thevmiitual loye of , a man andhis wif e. • 2. Three ^'**'^* 
things have r hated: they, are bjurdegspme to ,my 
spirit A'poor man that is prpi|d : a rich man tiiat 
is ajiar : an; oldi'iiiaa that .shows himself to be 
widioiit uijderstewiing. ,. i : ; 

3. If thou have laid up.no stoje in thy youth, 
whereon:wilt thou subsist in thine old;age ? 4. How and of wisdom 
comely, are grey, hairs with . wisdqm, when a man *^ 
sits in council with the^elders !, 5. Hoav; mijch to 
behopouredis the wisdom.ofthe3e, their prudence 
and understanding!^ .6. Their much, experience is 
their crown, aiid the fear of God their glory."" ] tJ^.* y^^n^/* 

7. There are pine hidden things of ^ the heart Thenmeftidden 
which I have highly prized : a tenth also, of which heart. 
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I will ndake mention. The happiness of the man 

who rejoiceth in his children ; living himself* and 

beholding the overthrow of his enemies : 8. of hini 

who livetii with* a wife of understanding ; of the 

man that hath not slipped with his tongue, of him 

that hath not served such as were unworthy of 

him. 9. Of the man that hath found a friend that is 

true to him, of him that teacheth the law to 

attentive hearers, lo. The greatness of him that 

hath found wisdom and knowledge : who yet is 

not above him that feareth the Lord. ii. For the 

fear of the Lord is to be prized above all thingSy 

and blessed is he to whom it is given. 12. For in 

it are the beginnings of the love of God : in it are 

l^^f: '"• laid the foundations of our faith." 

w ""* ^^' ^^' ^^ continual sorrow of heart ther6 is fidness 

The wicked of afflictiou ; and in the wickedness of a woman 

^''''^^' the fulness of evil. * A man may witness every 

calamity, and not see any equal to a broken heart : 

and every kind of wickedness, and not any equal 

to that of women : 14. and all kinds of captivity, 

and none worse than .that of being under them 

that hate us : and every sort of revenge, and none 

« Prov.passim. SO drcadful as that of stick an enemv.* 

1 Kings, xix. . t iV i % n 

h2. 16. There is no bite more deadly than that of 

a serpent, and no enmity more destructive than 
that of a woman. 16. It were better to dwell 
amidst the lions and dragons of the desert, than 
with a wicked woman. 17. Her wickedness changeth 
her countenance : she becomes blind with rage, as 
a she bear, and is furious among the neighbours. 
18. Her husband groans inwardb/, and being told 
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of it suppresses hfe grief 1 19. All malice but hers 
has its limits : let the portion of the sinner be hers. 
20. As a sandy way to the feet of the aged, so is a 
scolding wife to a quiet husband. 

21. Look not thou at a woman's beauty : desire ^iomagainst 
her not for her fine form. 22. Great is the petu- 
lance and impudence of a bad woman, and great 
tiie disorder of her mind. If she get the upper 
hand she will in every thing be contrary to her 
husband. 23,24. Humiliation and sorrow^ and a 
broken heart will she prove unto him. When the 
wife is a curse to her husband, how do his hands 
hang down, and his knees smite together! (rf) 
25. Make not the smallest outlet in the banks of a 
watercourse, and give no liberty at all to such a 
woman. 26. If she have been disobedient at home, 
much more will she make thee ashamed before thy 
enemies. Put her away from the^ that she may 
not be abusing thee continually. 

Chap. XXVL l. Blessed is the man that hath ^^egoodmfea 

blessing ana 

a good wife : for the number of his days shall be «««»«<• 
double. 2. A virtuous woman is the solace of her 
husband : he shall fill up his days in peace. 3.^ A 
good wife is a blessed portion : she shall be given 
to such as fear the Lord, a blessing and a reward g£ 



(d) 24. ^* A muliere initium factum est peccati et per illam 
omnes morimur." — Vulgate. I have chosen to leave this here, 
untranslated. The only passage of Scripture by which it is at 
all supported is 1 Tim. ii. 14. But let the reader compare this 
text with Rom. v. 12 — 21. where all distinction between the 
sexes as to the transgression of our first parents is done away. 
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Four cauies of 
dumay. 



«" Dan. V. 
30,31. 



Theshamdeu 
daughter* 



their good deeds. 4. Then, whether he be rich or 
poor he shall have a good heart, and they shall show 
always a cheerful countenance. . ! 

6. Three things hath my heart been afraid of: 
and a fourth has made my countenance to change 
with fear. When the: city is betrayed to the ene- 
mies** : when there is a risit^ of the people against 
their rulei's :. and 'when life is brought in danger by 
a false accusation; J 6. All these are grievous, but 
the bitterness^of a: man's heart is (above all) the 
jealousy of a< woman. The tongue of such an one 
is a scourge 'to. all. around her. 7. She is driven to 
and fro like the yoke of a pair of oxen. , He who 
meddles with' her is as if he took, up a scorpion. 
8. If she get intoxicated, what a clamour she raises! 
Then indeed does she become abusive, and show 
her turpitude to theJuU. ' \. 

9. (e) The eyes' of a harlot are lifted up in pride : 
she may be knowuby her painted eyelids, lo. Set 
a strict watch upon a shameless daughter, lest she 
find occasion to: abuse herself, f ill Beware of her 
immodesty: and. wonder not if she show contempt 
for thee. i2;:(^)'As the thirsty traveller. to the 
nearest fountain, so will she repair to her wicked 
companions : '^ she will ^ gratify her ' inclinations at 
every opportunity, till she be quite cast away. 



(e) " In palpebris agnoscetur."^ — Vulgate. Some of the 
Eastern nations retain the custom of painting the eyelids with 
a black powder called kohoL 

{g) << Sicut viator sitiens ad fontem os aperiet, et ab omni aqull 
proxima bibet, et contra omnem palum sedebit, et ad omnem 
sagittam aperiet pharetram, donee deficiat." — Vulgate. 
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13. The company of a woman of understanding The woman rf 
is the delight of her husband : she will fill him with " *^"" "^^ 
contentment. Her discretion is a precioics gift of 
God. 14. She is silent and observing: her well 
instructed thoughts wander not abroad.(A) * But andkeroj^tosUe. 
with the unwatchfiil, an hour's recreation may lead 
to dishonour arid ruin. 15. A chaste and continent 
mind is above all price. 

16. As the sun shining upon the earth from the The hdy %m- 
height of heaven, so is the countenance of a virtuous 
woman, the ornament of her house. 17. As a bright 
shining candle upon the holy candlestick, so is her 
beauty in her mature age. 18. As pillars of gold 
upon bases of silver, so are the firm feet of the 
matron walking in her stability • (l& — 27.) *As an 
edifice whose foundations are laid in the rock for 
ever, so are God's commandments in the heart of 
the holy woman. 



28. In two things have I found sorrow: and a Three cawtes of 
third has moved me to anger. A soldier reduced ^wuT *" 

to want bread: a mian of understanding whose 
worth is hghtly set by: and the wretch that has 
turned from righteousness to sin. For him hath 
God prepared vengeance. 

29. In two things have I found much danger of Two iviets to 
sin. In the trading of the merchant, who is negli- **'*' 
gent of his promises : and in the conduct of the 

dealer who uses many words. 

(A) " Hora super gramen mulier scortata et pudorata." — 
Vulgate, 
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Buying and CThap.XXVII. 1. Many /mfeerf fa avc failed tlirough 
^ILrL"^^ poverty J and he that is seeking to get ridi turns 
y Malt V. 42. away his face from suchJ 2. For as the post is 
fixed firm between the stones of the pavement, so 
is a man's heart straitened through buying and sell- 
ing. *.Let such conduct be despised together with 
him that is guilty of it a If thou keep not dose 
to the fear of God in these things thy house will 
» Rom. xiii. cotne to nothing.* 

jw.^xiii. 4- As thiB flour is cleansed ftora the bran by sift- 

^"■^^* inff, so should a man examine his dealings in his 

ationofamatCs couscicnce. 5. The fuiiiace of the potter provetn 
/ loug us. ^^ soundness of the veissel : and the fire of affliction 
thie integrity of the jiESt. 6. As the fruit of a tr^e 
is brought by manuring, so is sound speech by mer 
ditation in the heart of man. 7. Praise not a man 
before thou hast heard him : for by this thou shalt 
make the proof of his understanding. 
Bighteoumess a 8. If thou foUow after rightcousuess, thou shalt 
^''^' lay hold on it : thou shalt put it on as a weighty 

ornament of gold. * Thou shalt keep it with, thee 
and it shall be thy protection for ever: and in the 
day of judgment thou shalt be established. 9. As 
birds of like kind flock together, so will truth return 
continually to them that work righteousness, lo. As 
a lion ever crouching for the prey so does sin beset 
the workers of iniquity, ii.^^ A man of understand- 
ing is stedfast in wisdom, as the sun that changeth 
2%e convers' tiot I but fools are variable as the moon. 12. Wheja 
M^diks^d thou findest thyself in company with such, reserve 
thy opinion for a fit occasion : but with considerate 
men expose thy thoughts freely. 13. The lew^ 
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MonBS of the wicked are detestable, and their jests 
upon the commission of evil abominable. 14. Their 
swearing is such that it makes the hair to stand on 
end : at their profane speeches a man had need to 
Irtop his ears. 15. The cursings of these proud men 
are dreadful, and their quarrels ending in blood* 
shed grievous to hear of.* * Rom. iii. 

16. A revealer of secrets shall lose his friend: cwseqLncei <f 
and he will not find another to his purpose. ^^^'^'* 
17. Love thou thy neighbour, and be true to him : 
but if thou have disclosed a secret of his, go no 
more after him. 18. Thou hast lost a friend in 
Idsing the good will of thy neighbour : 10. and as 
he who letteth go a bird from his hand, so hast thou 
let him escape, and shalt never take him again. 
20. Go not after him : he is gone far off! He has 
fled away as a wild goat from the snare : his soul is 
wounded within him. 21. Thou wilt never serve 
another as thou hast served him : the cursing be- 
twixt him and thee will be mutual. It is a proof 
of desperation of mind if thou disclose to others 
that which thy friend hath confided to thee.** 

22. The slanderer gives hints with his eye, so that 
none can refute his wicked insinuations. 23. In thy 
presence he will shut his mouth, and seem to admire 
thy discourse, but very soon he will pervert thy 
words, uttering offensive things as if they were 
thine. 24. Many kinds of evil communication have 
I witnessed, but none equal to this. The slanderer 
shall be hated of God.*" « Ps. ci 5. 

25. He that throweth up a stone may have it back **^ «'««»«' ^f 

111 1 n mischief to an," 

on his own head: the treacherous stroke of an other.- 

F 2 



b Prov.xi, 13. 
XX. 19. 

The slanderer : 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



* Ps. Tii. 16. 
iz. 15, 16. 

their reward. 



68 

enemy may open q/resh his own wounds. 26* He 
who digs a pit may himself fail into it : he who 
puts a stumbling block for his neighbour may be 
the first to fall over it, and be taken in his own 
snare. 27* So the deviser of a wicked plot may 
have the e\al thrown back upon him^ while himself 
knows not whence it comes."* 28. The mockery 
and reproaches of the proud will follow him: their 
revenge will beset him as a lion. 29. Let them 
perish by the halter who rejoice in the fall of the 
just : let grief consume their strength ere they die. 
30. Anger and furious wrath are execrable evils: 
and sinnera will be found full of them. 



Vengeance be- . Chap. XXVIII. 1. * Hc who will take rcvcnge 

tongeth itnto 

God. shall have vengeance from God : who will surely 

« Matt^v. j^^gp jjjg gjj^g jj^ remembrance. 2. Give up to thy 

n^m xu^^' trespassing neighbour, and when thou prayest thy 
19-21. sins shall be forgiven thee. 3. Dares a man to re-, 

serve wrath for his neighbour, while he ask& mercy 
for himself from God? 4. He has no compassion 
for man his fellow : yet looks to be forgiven his 
own trespasses ! 5. It is mere flesh and blood that 
thus keeps up its resentments : and yet it seeks a 
propitiation for the wrath of the Most High ! * Who 
shall pray for the sins of such an one ? e. Remem- 
ber thy last end, and dismiss all enmity .toward 
others. Thy eternal blessedness or misery depends 
on the will of God. 7. Be mindful therefore of his 
fear ; and thou wilt not be angry with thy neigh- 
' Ephei. w. 26. bour uTita sinJ Keep his testimonies, and pity the 
rudeness of thy neighbour. 8. Abstain from con-. 
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tehtion, and thou wilt escape many occasions of sin. 
It is the wrathful that kindle this fire : 9. and sin- 
ners alone will disturb friendship, and send strife 
among them that are at peace with each other. 

10. According to the fuel is the fire: and a Aman*swrtuh 

« 1 a-it V • • 1 • will he €u his 

man's wrath will be m proportion to his power : power. 
he will rage the more proudly according as he is 
richer.^ 11. Some hasty quarrel sets him on fire: «Esth.ui, 
and presently ensues strife unto blood: and the "" 
evidence of a third person shall cause him to be 
condemned to death. 

12. If thou blow the spark it will blaze up : if ^^^^^ 
thou spit upon it thou wilt put it out: both of '^^^^s**^' 
these thou mayst do with thy mouth. 13. The 
whisperer and the double-tongued is cursed : many 
who were at peace with each other hath he set 
at variance.** 14. How often hath the malicious n ps. ivii. 4. 
interference of a third person separated near friends, 
and caused them to wander from country to coun- 
try : How often has it thrown down the strong 
defences of the rich, and undermined the houses 
of princes! *Fe^, it hath occasioned the slaughter 
of the strong, and dispersed whole nations abroad. 

15. In like manner have married women been 
cast out of their homes, and deprived of the fruit 
of their labours. 16. He who gives ear to slander 
will never be at rest : he will have no friend in 
whom he can place confidence. 17. The stripes of 
the scourge are visible only in the flesh : but the 
stroke of this weapon will break the bones. 

18. Many as they are who have fallen by the 
sword, the number is greater of those who have 

F 3 
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The wicked 
tongue: 

' Gen. xlix. 
5—7. 
Job, V. 2. 



it* miserable 
end. 



Slander to he 
svppressed. 



* Ps. cxx. 



perished by their own tongue. 19. Happy is the 
man that is protected against a wicked tongue: 
who hath not trespassed in the wrathful nature* : 
who hath not put on the yoke of this enemy, and 
been bound with his chain. 20. For his yoke is a 
yoke of iron : his fetters are strong as fetters of 
brass. 21. He will bring thee to a miserable end : 
yet it were better for thee to die than td live under 
him. (i) 22. His continual attacks cannot over- 
throw the righteous : but he obtains the controul 
over wicked men. The just will not be consumed 
by his fire : 23. they who have forsaken the Lord 
will fall into it. In then! it will bum and not be 
extinguished. He will spring upon them 'as a lion^ 
and as a panther will he tear them in pieces ! 

24, 25. Fence then thy ears as with an hedge of 
thorns: hear nothing from a slanderous tongue.. 
Shut the door of thy lips and place locks upon 
thy ears. Try thy gold and thy silver, and weigh 
thy words in a balance. Hold a tight rein upon thy 
mouth, 26. lest thou slip with thy tongue, and fall 
before thy enemies (who watch over thee for evil) 
and lest thy fall be irrecoverable and thou die^^ (j) 



Of lending, and Chap. XXIX. 1. The compassiohatc man will 
lend to his neighbour, and in helping him will 
fulfil the commandment of God. 2. Lend to thy 
neighbour in the time of his need ; and restore 

thefuijument of him his pledge when he requires it. 3. Fulfil thy 

ensacemet^s* 

promises, deal faithfully with thy neighbour, and 

(i) " Perseverantia illius non permanebit : sed obtinebit vias 

injustorum." — Vulgate. .; 

ij) " iftui prsBvalet [praebet] manu mandata servat." — Vulgate. 
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thou dialt idways find that which thou hast need 

of j^r thyself. 4. Many when a loan is reclaimed 

esteem it an imposition, and put those to trouble 

who have helped them. 6. When they are to 

receive they kiss the hand oi the giver, and sub- 

missively promise repayment. But when called to 

do this they will dispute the time, or ask delay ; 

and tire thee with murmuring and complaining. 

6. If it be in their power, moreover^ they will 

altogether resist the payment : or they will scarce 

pay the half, and will account even that an impo* 

sition. Thus a man is not only defrauded of 

his money, but also procures to himself an enemy 

causelessly: who will ciu^se and revile him, and 

•requite him with slander and scorn for respect and 

service. 7. Hence many have refused to lend to 

others ; not for want of generosity, but from the 

fear of being defrauded by the borrowa^: 

8. But to the humble be thou forward to lend, 
and deliver him not up to strangers for want of 
support 9. For the commandment's sake treat 
the poor man kindly, aiid send him not away 
empty handed. lO* Part with thy money to thy 
brother and friend, instead of hoarding it up to 
be lost^ 11. Put it out to use by keeping God's i mke, vi. 
commandments: thy obedience shall bring thee ^*'^^* 
better interest than thy gold. 12. Fill the poor Ainu are a 
man's heart with benefits: this shall procure for ^^ZL^frd!* 
thee his prayer that thou mayst be delivered from 
all evil. *For alms are as treasure laid up with the 
Lord : he, will keep thy benefits as the apple of his "Matuixv. 
eye*** : and when they are finished he will rise up, "" 
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and give thee a reward proportionate to each of 
them. 13, Yea, more than the shield of a mighty 
man, more than the spear of tlie warrior will he 
be for thee against thy enemies. 
o/sureties, 14. A good man will become surety for his 

neighbour: and should he deal unfaithfully he 
will do it to his own confusion. 15. Forget not 
the favour which thy bondsman hath shown thee : 
for he ventured his living in becoming thy surety. 
16. He who flies from his bail is a deceiver or a 
profligate. 17. The wretch takes to himself the 
benefit of his friend's estate, and ungratefully leaves 
in the power of the law the man who has procured 
his liberty. * Or if a man lose his character after 
thou have become bound for him, he will thus 
treacherously deal with thee. 
mdthem(kreof 18. "Surctiship Contracted in behalf of the faith- 
»Trov.'^xi. 15, "^^^ ^^^ iniined many, who had been diligent in 
xxii.26,27. their own business ; and has tossed them about as 
the waves of the sea. Coming round upon men of 
large estate, it has caused them to leave their own 
country, and to wander up and down among 
foreigners. 19. Let him fall into this snare, who 
transgresses God's commandments : let him sufier 
for suretiship who engrosses too much business. 
20. But do thou help thy neighbour according ta 
thy ability : and take heed to thyself that thou fall 
not. 

21. The chief necessaries of the life of man are 

meat, drink, and clothing, with a roof to shelter 

Thegnet}<ms' him. 22. Better were it to fare hardly witb ..the 

"Ifd^^nce^ poor man, and live in a cottage, than to feast 
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with the rich in a foreign land, thyself without a 
home. 23. Be content with a little : count what 
thou hast much, and thou wilt never have to suffer 
reproach in wandering for bread. 24« It is a 
miserable thing to be always a guest with another : 
to be received without confidence, and entertained 
without freedom of speech. 25. To be meanly 
lodged and fare of the worst, and withal to hear 
bitter things. 26. * Go over, friend ! to thy own 
house: furnish a table and entertain part of this 
company. I have need of all the room for my 
guests. 27. Make way for others more honourable 
than thou. It is my hospitality alone that keeps 
thee here/ 28. How grievous is all this to a man 
of quick feelings : to bear the insults of a family 
where he is a guest, and the reproaches of one who 
has lent him money ! . 

Chap. XXX. l. ^'Whoso loveth his son will cor- ofthecorrec 
rect him bietimes, that he may have comfort in him T^^^^ 
in his old age, and not be Jbrced to knock at the 
doors of his neighbours. 2. He who teacheth his 
son will have praise in his behalf; and may glory 
in him before his household. 3. He who teacheth whobemgweu 
his son will excite the envy of his enemies j but he ^joace o/hk 
shall have honour for it among his friends. 4. The /"'*^' 
father dies and is yet, as if he were living : he hath 
left his like behind him. 6. WhOe he lived he saw 
and rejoiced in his child : on his death-bed he had 
no sorrow for him : nor was he made ashamed be- 
fore htS' enemies. 6. He hath left one behind him 
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to be a defence for his house against th^n ; and 
who will render service to his friends. 
St^*"^ 7. The too indulgent father has to bind up his 
ujHm /dm. wounds foT the provocations given by his sons : at 
every cry that arises without his bowels are moved 
for them. 8. The unbroken horse will not submit 
to the rein : and untutored youth will be head- 
strong. 9. If thou indulge thy son he will soon 
cause thee uneasiness: if thou trifle with him he 
will bring sortx>w upon thee. 10. Yet if thou take 
no part in his joys, and feel none of his sorrows, he 
will fill thee with melancholy in the end. 11. Give 
him no power over thee in his youth : yet deem not 
his thoughts beneath thy notice. 12. Break him in 
betimes, and subdue his will in infancy: lest he gtow 
stubborn and refuse to hearken, and so thou have 
heaviness of heart. 13. Chastise him and take 
pains with him : that thou come not into trouble 
thyself through his misconduct. 

14. Better is the poor man in his health and 

strength than the rich that is feeble and tormented 

Tfieheauk with uneasiuesjs. 16. ^ The health of the soul con* 

p Dan.!. ^i^ ^ holiness and righteousness. 16. These arc 

^jjj^-^ treasures beyond those of gold and silver, and a 

^^^®— 23. good constitution of body is better than the most 

Fror. xxTii. 7. plentiful ^statc. There is no setting a price upcm 

hedth : and no pleasure y^e can enjoy is equal to 

peace of mind. 17. It were better to die thah to 

live in bitterness of spirit: and to be at rest for 

ever, than to drag on a life of languishment 

18. To lavish dainties on him that hath no relish left 

is like placing an offering upon the stone of a 
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isepulchre. (Jc) 19. Aild what good shall the libation 

do to the idol ? He can neither taste the meat nor 

smell the wine ! Thus shall it be with the man 

that is driven from the Lord's presence j who bears and the decay of 

the chastisement of his sins upon Jdm. 20. What he ' ^' 

sees before him, he is unable to enjoy; he sighd 

with impotent desire over his delicacies^ 

21. Yet do thou not give way to melancholy J 
nor purposely afflict thyself. 22. Cheerfulness is 
life to a man. * This is a treasure which he may 
covet without unrighteousness. (/) The old age cheerful ml 
of tlie cheerful in spirit is a season of rejoieing^ ^w^^*^ 
23. Be careful therefore of thyself in the fear of 
God. Be continent: gird up thy loins in holi- 
ness: and let sadness of heart be far from thee. 
For melancholy hath destroyed many : there is no 
profit in it. 24. Envy and wrath shorten a man'is 
life : and anxioUs thought will bring on' old age I 
before theS time. 

Chap.' XXXI. One man lives at ease and in ThehmLtwa: 
luxury : his table is well served. ** xxxi. i. An- « ecci: xU. is. 
other of more worth macerates his flesh with study 2 tht audimis: 
he is thoughtful and sleeps little. 2. A third theasceUck: 
having his eye fixed on the future puts away sen- 
sual desire* Some grievous sickness, it may fe, has 
brought him to serious reflection. 3. One has 
gathered much together, and he shall enjoy his 
goods in peace : 4. another, who was poor, has la- 

(i) ^^ Bona abscondita in ore clauso quasi appositiones; epula- 
rum circumpositae sepulchro." — Vulgate. 
(/) Exultatio viri est longevitas. 
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the over^anxious boUred to his own detriment: and in the end is 

"hlS^^xU. 21. destitute as he began/ 6. A lover of gold shall not 

1 Tim. vi. 9, ]^q justified I and he who prefers waste will have 

enough of his extravagance. 6. Many venture their 

all for gain : and in the too eager pursuit of wealth 

meet their ruin. 

Tkeshimbiing'' ''• * ^ue stumbliug-block lies in the unjust gains 

w«^of/A« of the altar. Wo to the man who gapes for these ! 

• Act8,yiii. Yet, every imprudent priest must be meddling, to 

^^^ ' his own perdition. 

The rich it 8. Blessed is the rich man that is found faultless 

J^St^^ito m his doings : who hath not gone after gold : who 

goods, hath not made gold his hope, nor trusted in his 

wob,xxxi abundance.* 9. Where is he, that we may praise 

^*'^^* him? For he hath done wonders in his timel 

10. Who hath been tried with great wealth and 

found perfect ? He shall have everlasting glory. 

Hven the man who might have transgressed and 

hath refrained: who might have done evil and 

» Lute, xii. 31. hath uot douc it! 11. '^For this cause hath his 

estate been confirmed to him by the Lord : and his 

alms-deeds will be recited by the whole assembly 

of the saints. 



ofbehavhur to 12. Art thou Seated at a plentiful table ? Be not 
^^d^a"^ the first to help thyself to the provisions : and 
***^* make no remark upon the abundance that thou 

seest before thee. 13. Remember that envy is an 
evil thing. What is worse than an evil eye, that 
weeps for envy at whatever good thing it beholds ? 
14. Beware of greediness : thou wilt blush for such 
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a fault J if any one should remark it in thee. I6. And 
press not the wine upon others. Thou wilt know 
their condition by thy own. 16. Partake with mo- 
deration of such things as are set before thee : . a 
glutton is hateful to the whole company. 17. There- 
fore cease thou in good time for example's sake : 
and beware of giving offence by forwardness. 
18. There are many beside thyself at table : expect 
not to be served first with meat or wine. 19. How 
little will suffice a wellbred person! 20. Avoid 
excess, and thou wilt. sleep soundly, and wilt not , 
have illness in the night. Watchfulness and dis- 
ordered bowels are the punishment of an ungo- 
verned appetite : healthy repose is for the temperate 
alone. He it is who sleeps till morning, and has 
the enjoyment of rest 21. If thou have been 
overpressed, and hast taken too much, quit the ^ProT.xxviiiT. 
table and use the proper remedies. Thus thou 13,1*4."*^ 
wilt escape injury to thy health."" 

22. Hear me, my son ! Despise me not and ^^'S^^^. 
thou wilt find my words good in the end. Be 
di%ent in all that thou doest, and thou wilt not be 
hindered by every infirmity. 23. He that keeps a 
good table will find many ready to give him a 
blessing, and testimony enough to his veracity! 
24. But against him that is a niggard will the whole 
city murmur : and their evil report of him will be 
believed. 25. "^ Provoke not others to drink too '^ 1 Kings, 
freely: for wine hath destroyed many. 26. The wiidom,a. 
hardest iron grows soft in the fire : so the secret ^^* ^' 
thoughts of the proud are disclosed over their wine. 
♦The sober have the uniform enjoyment of life. 
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i7. If thou drink moderately thou wilt be cool 
in thy spirit. What is life, if it be cat off by 
drunk^iness? Death comes as a thief and puts 
an end to it. ^ Wine was made in the beginning 
to exhilarate^ and not to intoxicate. To drink 
moderately is^ healthful both for mind and body. 
29. Drunkenness brings provocations and quarrels : 
and is the inlet to all manner of mischief. It is 
bitterness to the soul. dO. A drunken affi*ay is the 
thing in which the imprudent commonly offend. 
« Rwr. XX. 1. Thus they incur disgrace and wounds.' 3iv Debate 
^^s2.* ' not too Jreehf over the wine with him that sitteth 
by thee: show not thy contempt for him in his 
jollity : use not harsh language to him, nor repeat 
his foolish expressions to his JUsgrace. 

Of the duties 0/ Chap. XXXII. l. 'Art thou made ruler of 
fial!!^ ^"^ the feart ? Be not lifted up, but take thought fot 
john,ii. ^Q whole company, considering thyself bs one 
among them. 2. And having discharged thy duty 
in making provision sit down, that thou mayst 
partake cheerfully with them. Thus thou shalt be 
crowned in token of their favour, and shalt be 
invited in thy turn. s. Speak if thou be the elder: 
for then it will become thee. Let those have the 
first word who are men of science: and hinder 
thou not the musick. 4. Spe^ not much if there 
be not due attention : and suffer not thyself to be 
complimented upon thy discernment. 

5. Set a carbuncle in gold, and bring musick 
with the wine. 6. For as an emerald in a signet^ 
so is musick with wine in moderation. * But hear 
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thoti in silentce, and thou wilt be respected for thy 
ttipdesty. 7. Art thou a young man? Speak not 
till thy turn comes : and then scarcdy, except it 
be of necessity* 8. Shoulddt thou have been twice 
called upon, yet make an apology ere thou enter 
upon thy speech. There are many subjects on 
which it will be proper for thee to be quite silent : 
and a thou have put a question, observe silence 
while the person replies. 9. Presume not to open 
thy mouth before the great: and speak not at 
lai;ge in the company of thy elders. 

10. ^(m)As hail comes after, thunder so is noisy *in.T.ii,i^ 
merriment followed by repentance: but a modest 
carriage will bring ,thee satisfaction of mind. 
lU Therefore do thou cheerfully depart at the 
hour: and be the first to go home to thy house. 
12. There hefacetioua ajid divert thyself, and bring 
forth thy own ccmceits: but not in the midst qf 
sinful mirth and proud speeches. 

13. * And for aQ the benefits thou receivest bless of thankfulness 
him lyho made thee, and who filleth thee out of his f p ' ^ 
abundance. 14. They who fear the Lord will be <^"- *— ^• 
attentive to his teaching : they that wait ujwn him 
slmU receive a blessing. i5. He who searches into 
the law of the Lord shall be filled therewith : but 
it will condemn the faithless. 16. ^ They that fear and f judging 
the Lord shall be guided to right judgment : and Tp^iTxi s 
shall be as lights to enlighten others in rightcous- 

(m) Ante grandinem praeibit choruscatio. This clause wants 
Its antithetic one in the Latin, which I am persuaded was in 
the original expressed or understood : and which I have fiup- 
plied. -^JBrf. 
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ness. 17. But sinners will shun reproof: and they 
find shelter in a comparison with others hke minded 
with themselves. * 

qfthe rash and 18. A prudent man will despise no warning : but 
the proud and headstrong will go on, fearing 
nothing. And when he hath done the thing of his 
own head, despising counsel, he will be convinced 
of his folly by the consequences. 19. Do how- 
ever nothing, my son, without advice : and thou 

-ivoT.xii. 15. wilt not repent of thy proceedings."^ 20. Go not 
among rubbish, and thou wilt not stumble over 
the stones. 21. Undertake not things too difficult 
for thee, and thou wilt not be disheartened by- 
reverses. 22. Be not ruled by thy children : * hold 
a due authority over thy servants. 23. And ever 
believe in God with all thine heart: for this is the 
keeping of the commandments. 24. He who 
believes in God will keep his precepts : they that 
trust in him shall never be confounded. 

7^ j^e estate Chap. XXXIII. i. "He that fears the Lord 
• Pi.a^.5— 7. ^^^ ^^* ^^ overcome of evil : the Lord will pre- 
serve him in temptation, and set him free from 
trouble. 2. A man of understanding who is not 
averse from righteousness,, but loveth the law of 
the Lord, shall not be wrecked as a ship in a storm. 
3. The wise will have confidence in his law: and 
this shall bear them out. 
ofpropotmg an 4. He who proposcs an argument should prepare 
^JJJ^-^ his matter. Thus, having first bespoken our favour- 
able attention, he will be heard out He will 
observe order while it is considered, and then reply* 
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5. The imaginations of* the fool are like the spokes 
of a wheel : his thoughts spin as it were round an 
axle. 6. A jester is as an hired steed, that neighr 
eth under every one who sitteth on him. 

7. Whef efore doth one day excel another ? What ofda^s, years, 
makes one year more remarkable than another : ardfired by 'goo, 
and so from season to season ? 8. They were sepa- 
rated from each other by the wisdom of God, when 
he had formed the sun : * and they are set apart^r 
observation by those who keep the commandment^ 
acting in the wisdom of God.** ♦ (w) He it was who ° Exod. xx. 
introduced peculiar times, and days to be observed 
by his people ; when they celebrated their worship '*"*' 
at the appointed hours. 9. And out of this people 
God raised up some and made them eminent: 
some of them he placed in the number of his 
chosen. 10. Even he who measureth the years by 
the motion of the heavens ; and of the earth, from 
which he formed Adam. Jl. In the wisdom of his 
dispensations, the Lord separated mankind^ and led ^^ ^ejiarated 
them by various ways. 12. Some of them, Isay^ he *^{^J^' ^ 
blessed and exalted and sanctified, and brought 
near unto himself. Others of them he cursed and 

(n) Thb passage is obscure in the Latin, and requires to be 
read with the following emendations. ^^ £t immutavit tempora 
et dies festos ipsorum: et in illis [temporibus] dies festos 
celebraverunt ad horam. Ex ipsis [filiis Jacob] exaltavit et 
magnificavit Deus: et ex ipsis posuit in numerum dierum 
[lege suorum]. £t omnes annos de coelo et ex terr4 unde 
creatus est Adam. In multitudine disciplinae Dominus sepa^ 
ravit eos et immutavit vias eorum. Ex ipsis [dicam] benedicit 
et exaltavit : et ex ipsis sanctificavit et ad se applicavit, et ex 
ipsis maledixit et humiliavit, et convertit illos k separatione 
ipsorum.'' — Ed. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



82 

laid low, and brought them back when they had 
separated themselves. 13, For as the plastic clay 
in the hands of the potter, so are the ways of men 
at the Lord's disposal, to turn them as it pleaseth 
him. * Thus is man in the hand of him who created 
him : and who will recompense him according to 
his own choosing. 
and Kt good 14. Against good is placed evil, and life against 

X tife^gaintt death. So likewise the just man against the sinner. 
15. And thus we may regard all the works of the 
Most High. They are balanced two against two, 
one against one. 

16. I myself have awaked last, and am as one who 
gleans grapes after them that have trode the wine- 
press. And hoping for a blessing from God I 
have filled my basket, as the grape-gatherers did 
before me. 17. Behold now, and judge whether I 
have laboured for myself alone, or for all those who 
seek Divine instruction. 



death. 



cemtng a man t 
estatCt 



18. Hear me, ye princes and this whole people, 
and ye rulers of the church give audience ! 
Advices eon^ 1^- Givc uo powcr ovcr thcc in thy lifetime to 

wife or child, brother or friend : give not away thy 
estate, lest thou repent it and have to pray for 
judgment against them. 20. While yet thou hast 
breath and life let no man change thy resolution in 
this thing: 21. for it is better that thy children 
should be obliged to thee than that thou shouldst be 
dependent on them for thy living. 22. What thou 
doest do it with thy might : let there be no stain 
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upon thy reputation. 23. At the end of thy days, 
when thy time comes to die, then distribute thou 
thy estate. 

Hi. To the ass we give fodder and stripes, with a 
burden: to the bondman, his maintenance with andhiturvaru: 
proper oversight. 25. Keep him to work and he 
will be glad to rest : leave him unemployed, and 
he will be craving his freedom. 26. By the yoke 
and the reins the stiffnecked horse is subdued : so 
is a bondslave by constant labour. * But if he be 
found in any evil he must be confined and punished. 
27. Give him however . plenty to do, that he may 
not grow idle : for this hath taught many to do 
mischief. 28. Set him his work to do, for this be- 
comes his condition : to which if he will not sub- 
mit put his feet in the stocks, and enlarge him at 
no man's request until he comply. 29. But let 
nothing of moment be done against him without a 
triaU 

30. Hast thou a faithful servant? Love him as a/auhjui one to 
thyselfp 31. Treat him as thou wouldst a brother : p Exod. xxi. 
for thou hast purchased him with thy blood. If DTut'xxm. 
thou wrong him by any unjust punishment he may ^^' ^^' 
then betake himself to flight : and when once he 
hath made up his pack and is gone, of whom wilt 
thou enquire for him ? For thou wilt not know 
which way to go to seek him. 

Chap. XXXIV. l. Deception and vain hope q/dreanls, 
are for fools : and dreams lift up none but the in- 
considerate. 2. As he who grasps at a shadow and 
pursues the wind, so is the man that regards lying 

G 2 
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" Job, xiT. 4. 



with dwin' 
atioru, and 
auguries : 
wJUch are a 
work of error, 
andHes* 

' Deut. xiii. 
1—5. 

Jer. xxiii. 28. 
zxvii. 9, 10. 
Jude, 7, 8. 

* Gen. XX. 8. 
xxxvii. 5 — 11. 
Num. xii. 6. 
Job, xxxiii. 
14—18. 
Matt. i. 20. 



Tliemanof 
large and he of 
little experience. 



visions. 3. They are no more than this : the simi* 
litude of a mortal man appears before the face of 
another man.** 4. But can the unclean be purified 
by that which in itself is impure ? Or what shall 
we learn of truth from a lying spirit? 5. Divin- 
ation is a work of error: auguries are lies: the 
dreams of these mischievous persons are vanity/ 
6. Unless it be from the visitation of the Most High, 
thou wilt have experienced nothing in them but 
vain imagination?': therefore set not thy heart 
upon them. 7. For dreams have deceived many, 
who have put their trust in them and perished- 
8. The promises of God in the law need not a lie 
for their fulfilment : and in the mouth of the faith- 
ful shall wisdom be found with the promises. 

9. What is the knowledge of him that hath not 
been tried ? A man of large experience has a 
multitude of thoughts : and he who has learned 
much will have much to communicate, lo, ii. He 
of little experience on the contrary shows little 
knowledge. Yet, through much employipent in 
affairs, men become corrupt What does he know 
(say they) who is not already infamous ? Thus he 
who has himself been cheated, becomes a villain in 
his turn. He has travelled forsooth, and can tell 
of many things : he knows all the forms of addre?^ ! 
12. 1 have ofl been in danger of my life by suc^ 
men : and have been delivered only by the good- 
ness of God. 13. They who 'fear God will seek 
unto him for protection ; and in his presence they 
shall be blessed. For the hope of thesp is in their 
deliverer : and the eyes of God are upon them tha^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



85 

love him. 14. He who fears the Lord has nothing 
beside to fear : he shall not be afraid, for the Lord 
is his confidence. 

16. Blessed is that soul that feareth the Lord: Thebusstttgo/ 
the Lord I say to whom he looketh, and who is his tum! 
strength. 16. The eyes of the Lord are upon them 
that fear him. Their all-powerful protector, the 
stay of their strength is the Lord. Their shade 
and shelter from the noonday heat, their inter- 
cessor and the lifter up of their fall : 17. he who 
raises their courage and enlightens their eye^, who 
gives life and health and every blessing ! 

18. The offering that is made of a thing wrong- 
fully gotten is blemished: (o) such mockeries of 
the unjust will be their condemnation. The Lord 
hath respect to none but those that walk in the way 
of truth and righteousness.* 19. The gifts of un- the ^ of the 
righteous men obtain not his acceptance. He will ^H^^not. 
not regard their offerings: the multitude of their t^.**^^^^^' 
sacrifices shall make no atonement for their sin& 
20. He that killeth a sacrifice out of the poor man's 
flock is as if he slew the son before the eyes of his 
father.** 21. The hard earnings of the poor are his » isa. ixvi. 
living : whoso defraudeth him of these is a man of "" ' 
blood. 22. Take away his bread, which he has 
gained by the sweat of his brow, and thou actest 
like a man who seeks to kill his neighbour. * The 
manslayer and he that defraudetli the labourer of 
his hire are brothers.' 23. While one builds and ^Lev. xix. is. 
another pulls down, what profit is there of their ^^***'' '"' 

James, ▼. 1 — 4. 
(o) ^^ Et non sunt beneplacitae subsannationes injustorum." — 
Vulgate. 
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labour ? 24. So, if one pray to God while the other 
"^ Lev. xxii. curses his fellow, whose voice will the Lord hear ?^ 

5—7. . 

Mark,!. '32. 25. He that hath purified himself after being occu- 
mJtl%jn. pied about the dead, if he again touch the body, of 
what service is his washing. 26. Thus it is with 
the man who fasts for his sin, and goes and does 
the like evil again. What doth his humiliation 
avail him ? Who would regard the prayer of such 
>an one ? 

Themottac- Chap. XXXV. 1. Hc who obscrvcth the law 

aHonistoforl' offcreth acccptablc worship in so doing. The 
'^' sacrifice that justifieth a man (p) and the most 

acceptable propitiation, is to forsake all unright- 
eousness, and keep the commandments of God* 
2.^ Let him that offereth fine flour learn also to re* 
quite a benefit He that showeth mercy to his 
neighbour hath sacrificed already. 3. Depart from 
evil if thou wouldst do that which is well-pleasing 

*Deut.xvi. unto the Lord: this shall be thy propitiation. 
4. * Yet mayst thou not appear empty-handed before 
thy God. 5. For all these things are done because 

Yet must he Qf jjjg commandment. 6. Let the altar, therefore^ 

offer according ^ ' «^ . ' 

to the command, bc made fat with the offerings of the just, and a 
sweet-smelling odour shall ascend before the Most 
High. 7. The sacrifice of the just is accepted of 
God, who will not put away his petition fi'om 
him. 8. Give God his due with a cheerful heart : 
diminish not the first fruits of the labour of thy 
hands. 9. Whatsoever thou givest show therewith 



. (p) ^< Et propitiationem littare fiacrificiis super injustitias/' — 
Vulgate. 



Digitized by 



Google 



87 

thy good will : yea with exultation give thou the 
tenth of thine increase to God. 10. Give to the 
Most High according as he hath bestowed upon 
thee : select without grudging the best that comes 
to thy hand: 11. for the Lord who is a rich re- 
warder will recompense thee sevenfold. 

12. ^Offer nothing to the Lord that has a ble- and that, an 
mish: for he will not accept it. j[f thou be a w^^y gotten 
priest look not xrpoTi an unjust offering: for God T^^J"^' 
is the avenger of the wrong, and there is no respect f^i^li ,. 
of persons with him.^ 13. He will accept no man ^'^* ^^^ 
against the poor : he will hear the prayer of the 
oppressed. 14. He will not turn away his face from 
the prayer of the orphan : he will hear the sigh- 
ing of the widow, when she maketh her prayer 
unto him. 15. Doth not he see the tears upon her Ttiecryofthe 
face, and hear her cry against them that cause her to "^^^^the 
weep ? * For her cry ascends to heaven : and the tJ^^^J^"^^ 
Most High will be displeased when he hears it 
16. The worshipper of God shall find favour with 
him : 17. the prayer of the man that humbleth him- 
self before him shall pierce the clouds. Until it 
come nigh he will not be comforted : he will not 
depart from prayer until the Most High look down 
upon him. 18. Neither will the Lord tarry. He Godwiuda 
will do righteous judgment: he will clear the just. '^Jit!^'^ 
And shall not he who is strong above all exercise 
long suffering ? That he may bow down the backs 
of the wicked, and take vengeance upon the nations: 
till he have taken away the abundance of pride, the 
unrighteous rule : 19. till he shall render to man- 
kind according to their deeds, to hell according to 

G 4f 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



,88 

its works and its presumption. Till he plead the 
cause of his people : till he rejoice the soul of the 
righteous with his mercies. 20. O how acceptable 
are his tender compassions to the afflicted, even as 
the rain-clouds in the time of drought ! 

A prayer fir Chap. XXX VI. 1. Havc mcrcy upon us thou 
andfi^^'th^^ God of all, and look down upon us. % Show unto 
•^^. us the day of thy compassions, and send thy dread 

upon the nations which have not sought after thee : 
* that they may know that beside thee there is no 
• Deut. iv. God,* that they may declare of thy great woHcs. 
32-35. 3^ Lj£^ yp ^jjy hand upon the strange people, that 

they may see thy power. 4. For as thou wast 
sanctified in us in their sight, so shalt thou be 
magnified in them before our eyes : 5. thaf they may 
know thee even as we have known thee : and may 
acknowledge that there is no God beside thee, O 
j'Dan. ii. 47. Lord ! ^ 6. Show us new signs: work wonders 
yl 26* '^* ^ * afresh. Glorify thy own might : 7. stir up indig- 
nation, pour out thine anger. Afflict the enemy, 
«Dan.xii. take away the adversary.^ 8. Hasten the time: 
remember the end, that men may tell of thy won* 
ders. 0. Let that which is left of him be devoured 
by the fire. Let them find destruction who have 
evilly intreated thy people, lo. Bruise the heads 
of ^A^iV princes, of the enemies who have proudly 
said. There is none beside us. 11. Gather thoU 
the tribes of Israel together : that they may know 
that there is no God beside thee : that they may 
acknowledge thy might, and be thine inheritance 
as in ancient t^me. 12. Have mercy upon thy 
people, upon whom thy name is called : upon 
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Israel whom thou hast likened to thy first born.** < Dan. ix 
13. Show thy compassion to Jerusalem, thy holy ^^^^^' 
city, the place of thy rest 14. Fill Sion with thine 
unspeakable power, and thy people with tliy glory. 
15. Give testimony that thou hast wrought all these 
things from the beginning : and renew the memory 
of the prayers which thy prophets of old have put 
up in thy name. 16. Give their recompense to 
them that have kept thy precepts : let thy faithful 
prophets receive it also : 17. and hear thou the 
prayer of thy servants. As Aaron, thine high-priestf 
blessed thy people, so give thou now unto them. 
Guide our feet into the way of righteousness : that 
all the inhabitants of the earth may know that thou 
art God, who beholdest all things from eternity ! 



18. The stomach takes in food of all kinds, yet Theeartruth 
is one kind more wholesome than another. 19. So ^"""^ 
it is with discourse : and as the palate trieth food, 
so doth an understanding heart the words of the 
liar. 20. An evil disposition will bring sadness of 
heart : but the experienced know how to resist it. 

£1. * Let every young man take a wife : a daugh- • Heb. xiiL 4. 
^r is better acquired than a son. 22. The beauty ^* "*' 
of the wife maketh glad the countenance of her 
husband : her company is more attractive to him 
than all pleasure beside. 23. What though she have 
at times a tone of carefulness, yet is there also 
soothing kindness on her lips. Her husband's lot 
is not like that of other men. 24. He that has a The happy ht 
good wife hath an estate. She is a help meet for t^J^ 
him, his repose and the stay -of his aff^ctiofis. ^* 
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!25. Where there is no fence the land will be en- 
croached on : and where there is no mistress some 
will complain for want. 26. Should we trust a man 
that hath no home : who will turn in and take up 
his lodging any where, as a nimble thief skipping 
from city to city ? 

Chap. XXXVIL i ' Every friend will make a 
profession of friendship : but is he a friend in name 
only or in reality ? 2. Is not this a great affliction, 
to have a companion and friend become an enemy ? 
3. O most abominable impudence, how camest thou 
in to cover up such malignity and deceit ? 4. A 
companion and a friend partaking with his friend 
in his pleasures, and in his adversity forsaking him ! 

5. (q) Such an one will come to condole with thee, 
merely to sit at thy table : and when the enemy 
appears, he will be content that thou fight for him ! 

6. Be not forgetful of a trtie friend, and avail 
thyself of his help in what thou undertakest. 
10. (r) But in counsel do thou beware of the par- 
tiality of thy relations, and of the jealousies of 
them that are about thee. 

7. 8 Every one is ready to give counsel: but 
rememhery thou hast a counsellor within thee. 
8. Be\frare of the evil counsellor for thy soul's sake. 
Consider first what will be for his interest: and 
what he will think within himself while tie gives 
thee counsel. 9. Lest haply he plant his staff in the 

{q) " Sodalis amico condolet causfi ventris : et contra hostem 
accipiet scutum !" — Vulgate. 

(r) '< Noli consiliari cum socero tuo^ et d zelantibus te ahsconde 
consilium." — Vulgate, 
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ground, and say, " Thus and thus shalt thou do and 
succeed :'* and then stand out of the way to see 
what will become of thee, (lo.) ii. Wouldst thou ad- as also the in^ 

terested and tf - 

vise with an irreligious man about works of holiness^ norant. 
with an unjust person about a righteous act, with a 
woman about her rivals : with a coward in matters 
of war, with a merchant about sending out mer- 
chandize ? So neither with the buyer when thou 
hast to sell, nor with a niggard when thou art to 
bestow an alms, nor with thy plougl^man about thy 
estate, nor with an hired servant about the expenses 
of the year, nor with an idle fellow about the des-» 
patch of business. Consult with none of these in 
thy affairs : 12. but resort continually to some up- comuit wUh the 
right man, whom thou knowest to be observant of 
God's fear, whose heart is after thy own in right- 
eotcsness. And if through ignorance such an one 
should err, he will condole with thee. 13. But let 
every well considered resolve stand steadfast : for 
thou hast no better course to follow than this. 
14. The mind of a good man shall sometimes give * !«• »»• 
him notice of dangery more certainly than seven 2 Sam. xviii. 
watchmen sitting above in a high tower!" 2 Sngi,v. 26. 

16. In aU these things^ moreovery do thou pray and pray to 
unto the Most High to direct thy way in truth, thy^y, 
16. Tn aU thy proceedings take truth for thy guide : pfSx'fgsf^* 
and let counsel go before every action.^ 17. False- j^*";^* i__g 
hood will certainly deprave thy heart 18. For ^o^- '^• 
out of the heart proceed good and evil ; and life 
and death : and these four come at the bidding of 
the tongue, which moves continually. 

. ., . 1 1 • , , -I The experienced 

19. A man 01 experience . who has instructed teacher shau , 
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r^: the many in righteousness will have to rejoice in his 

hJ^ labours : 20, but he that speaketh deceitfully will 

be hated : and in every thing he will be defrauded* 

21. For to such an one favour hath not been 

showed of the Lord: since he is altogether de-» 

spoiled of true wisdom. 22, A wise man is wise 

fof his friend : the fi*uits of his good understanding 

are acceptable and approved. 

The m$e ruler. 23. A wisc ruler will iustruct his people: the 

fruits of his wisdom also shall not fail them. 

24. The wise shall be filled with blessings : he shall 

be praised of all that behold him. 26. The life of 

man is measured by number of days : but the days 

k Esther, iv. ^^ Isracl are prolonged through all generations^ 

13, 14. 2^^ k jjg ^^^ jg ^jgg f^j. j^ people shall be promoted 

to honour : his name shall be among the living for 

ever. 
Of the regular 27. My SOU iu thy living watch over thyself^ 
"^^.tHr and find out what is hurtful to thee and refrain 

a man t /leaitn* 

I Dan. 1 8—16. from it* 28. For all things are not expedient for 
all men : an indiscriminate diet is not good for 
every one. 29. Eat not to satiety at every meal j 
nor partake of all the dishes, ao. For in many of 
them there lurks disease, and if thou eat freely thou 
wilt suffer harm. 31. Excess in feasting has de- 
stroyed many : but abstinence will prolong thy days. 

Thephytidan ChajP. XXXVIII. 1. Givc houour to the phy- 
sician for the need thou mayst have of him : more- 
over the Most High hath made him honourable. 
2. For from God cometh every remedy against 
disease. The physician shall be rewarded also by 



to he honoured. 
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the king : 3. his skill in the healing art shall raise 
him to honour, and he shall be praised of the great 
4. The Most High created medicines out of the Medicine is 

1 1 •11 • 1 ^-rr from the Afost 

earth : a prudent man will not reject them, 5. Was High. 
not the water made sweet with wood at Maraf 
The virtues of these things xoere given to be searched 
out by mankind : 6. and the Most High hath given 
science unto men that he may be honoured in his 
wondSrs. 7. With medicine the attendant will 
assuage thy pains. 8. The apothecary will prepare 
also sweet-smelling ointments having healing quali- 
ties : compositions that do not speedily decay, 
{s) The physician is the dispenser of health to men 
on God's behalf. 9. In thy sickness, my son, inihfncknas 
despair not of thyself; but pray to the Lord, and "^''^ 
he himself shall heal thee. 10. Turn from thy 
transgressions: lift up thy hands in prayer, and 
cleanse thy heart from every sin by repentance. 
11. Offer a sweet-smelling sacrifice, with an offering andojeran 
of fine flour : enrich thy burnt offering. 12. Th^n, i^ '* '*^ 
give place to the physician : for God hath created 
him. He will not depart from beside thee: his 
helps are needful to thee^ (13.) 14. The physicians 
moreover (as oft as thou shalt have recourse unto 
them) will themselves pray unto the Lord, that he 
may guide their deliberations ; and afford the 
means of thy recovery. 16. May he who hath 
sinned in the sight of his Creator fall into the 
hands of stu:h physicians. 

16, 17. Weep, my son, for the dead : make griev- ofmouming 



frr the dead. 



{s) " Pax enim Dei super faciem terrae." — Vulgate, " Opi- 
ferque per orbem dicor." — Motto* 
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ous lamentation for him. But restrain thy grief 
within due bounds, lest there ensue a public accus- 
ation: for they will hardly bear with a day's 
lamentation here. Howeoevy make decent pro- 
vision for his burial (for why shouldst thou neglect 
this ?) and mourn for him according to his merits, 
a day or even two, to avoid censure. 18* But ex- 
cessive grief is the way to procure thy own death: 
1 Hmk. u. for it will overwhelm thy spirit™ 19. Sorrow of 
heart bows down the back as under a burden. To 
them that are in captivity there is cause enough of 
affliction : the spirit of the destitute is depressed 
together with his condition. 20* Therefore give 
not up thyself to sorrow, but drive it from thee. 
21. Yet be mindful of thy last end, and forget not 
the state from which there is no returning. Thou 
wilt profit nothing in respect of this, but mayst hurt 
thyself much, by excessive Sorrow. 

22. Bear in mind my judgment : for so shall it 
be thine also. What was mine yesterday, mai/ be 
thine to-morrow. 28. Console the dying when his 
breath is departing from him. Then compose thy 
spirit, seeing that the dead is at rest : and set up a 
memorial for him. 

24. (*) Employ thy. leisure in writing of wisdom. 
Of them thai are jj^ that IS cxcuscd the drudgery of labour should 
be gaining knowledge by study: thus he becomes 
accomplished in learning. 25. He that holdeth the 
plough, that urgeth his oxen with the goad, and 
glories in the quoit, whose talk is of the breed of his 

if) *^ Sapientium [fe^sapientiam] scribe in tempore vacuitatis.*' 
— Vulgate. 
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cattle ; 26. his mind will be to the well turning pf 
the furrows, his care about the fattening of his bul- 
locks! 27. So it is with the smith and the carpenter, 
who work night and day : with him also that does 
carved work, whose assiduity enables him to invent 
new forms. He will have his whole attention fixed 
upon the pattern of his work : he will rise early to 
finish it. 28. In like manner the smith, who sits at 
the anvil, doing some work in iron. The fire 
scorcheth his flesh : he bickers with the heat at the 
forge : the noise of the hammer is continually in his 
ears : his eyes are occupied with the pattern of the 
vase which he is making. He will give his mind to 
the perfecting of his work : his evenings will be spent 
in polishing it. 29. The potter too, who sits and 
turns the wheel with his feet, carefiil of his innu- 
merable pots, that none of his ware m^y be broken. 
30. He tempers the clay with his hands : he bows 
down his strength to dig the earth. His care is that 
the colours be well burned in, and in the evenings 
he clears out the furnace. 

31. All these depend on the labour of their hands : 
each of them is well instructed in his art. 32. Without 
all these a city could not subsist. These have hot 
leisure to sit in the house, or to walk up and down. 
33. They mav not pass over to the church : they 
cannot sit as judges : they could neither weigh the 
evidence nor give judgment according to law. 
These will not be conversant with the sayings of the 
wise : (u) 34. but they will be found upholding the 

(u) " Sed creaturam cui [lege dni, domini] confirmabunt." — 
Vulgate. 
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Lord's creation : and their prayers will be put up 
in the midst of their occupations; applying their 
minds to their duty^ and enquiring into the law of 
the Most High. 

andfirpubik Chap. XXXIX. 1. But the man of learning 
^ will be searching out all the wisdom of ancient 

»DMi.ix. 12. times, and will study the prophecies." 2. He wUl 
record the actions of renowned men : he will go 
into the spirit of their discourses : d. he will find 
out the meaning of their proverbs : he will be con- 
versant with their wise sayings. 4. He shall serve 
in the midst of the nobles: he shall be seen in 
public with the rulers of his people. He shall pass 
over to foreign countries : for he will be able to 
try the good and evil dispositions of others /ott^ariii!^ 
the state, 
fi^^^^ry. ^ Let such an one wait diligently upon the 
^ Lord his maker : rising early m the morning to 
worship him. Let him open his mouth in prayer, 
and confess his sins in the presence of the Most 
» jDui. tl 10. High. e. **For if the great God please, he will fill 
him with an understanding spirit : so that as the 
rain from heaven shall he shower down wisdom 
in his discourse: and in his prayer shall confess 
unto the Lord. 7. God will direct him and show 
him how to exercise right discipline: he shall 
f Dan. i. 17. kuow the secret counsel of the Most High.^ 8. He 
IT. 18. V. 11,12. himself will be an example of own doctrine: and 
will glory in the law and testimony of the Lord. 
9. Many shall praise his wisdom, and its fruit shall 
remain for ever. His memorial shall not go out : 
his name shall be enquired after from generation 
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to generation, lo. Whole nations shall tell of his 
works : the church shall set forth his praise, ii. If 
he live, his fame shall excel that of thousands: 
if he die, his work shall have been profitable to 
himself. % 



12. I will yet utter counsel, that men may de- ofthewmd^ 

•^ ' '' fid works of the 

clare it : for I am filled as with fury by the spiint -^«*-^- 
of the Lordi saying thus : 13. * Listen to me ye " isa- 1«»- 3. 
plants of holiness, and blossom as the rose trees by 
the conduits of water. 14. Put forth. your sweet 
odours as Lebanon, your flowers as the lilies, whose 
«mell is pleasant and their leaves beautiful to be- 
hold. Sing hymns to the Lord, and praise him for 
the works of his hands. 15. Give glory to his name: 
confess him with your lips. Join your songs of 
praise to the harp, and in your confession say, 
16, 17. How excellent are the works of the Lord in 
all the earth!** At his bidding the waves rise in "PsWum. 9. 
heaps : at the word of his mouth they become Mark,'iv. 39. 
smooth as a cistern of water. 18. For at his com- 
mand shall come one to make a calm : and his 
benefits are without lessening to the receivers. 
19. The works of all flesh are before him : there is 
nothing hidden from his sight. 20. From age to 
age he beholds all things: nor is any thing too 
- wonderful for him. 21. It is not for mdiXi rashly to 
ask, What is this : what is that ? For all things 
should be enquired after in their season. 22. His ^aica arefyr 
blessings shall abound as the overflowing of rivers : that seek him: 
and as a flood of water on the dry places of the 

H 
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earth, ♦so shall his judgments pass over the nations 
of them that have not sought after God. 23. In 
like manner as when the waters retire, the face of 
the earth is left dry, and the valleys are scooped 
out by the rivers, so are the work* of sinners laid 
waste in his wrath. (24.) 25. For the good are pre- 
pared good things from the beginning : for sinners, 
good and evil. 

26. The chief provisions for the life of man are 
these : fire and iron and salt ; milk and bread of 
fine flour,- and clothing ; honey and the clusters of 
the vine, apd oil. 27. All these to the saints (^ 
God are blessed : to the impious and to evildoers 
Of spirits jjre^ they tum to evil. 28. For there are spirits prcr 
^ncT^"^ pared for vengeance, which by their very fury en- 
force their own torments. In the day of de- 
struction these will exert their strength : and with 
« Ps. cv. it pour out tlie wrath of him who made them."" 

Ex^.tx,x.xii. ^- ^ir® ^^^ hail, and famine and death, all these 
D^'ii*^'^'^* are created for vengeance. 30. So were the teeth 
suiaiina,55.59. of wlld bcasts, and serpents, and the sting of th^e 
xxxiv. 5—8. scorpion : and the two-edffed sword inflicting the 

P8.cxlviii.7,8. , ^ . , , . 1 S A ^ 1. 

last punishment upon the wicked. 31. At (jod s 
command these will be glutted with the slain. 
They are prepared against the time of need upon 
the earth, and in their season they will act, not 
exceeding his commandment. 

(v) [32. Concerning which things (ha\dng from 
the first resolved to write, and taken counsel, and 
considered the thing) I have sent forth this book. 

(v) I consider this as an interpolation by a later scribe. — Ed, 
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38. All the works of the Lord are good, and 
every one of them shall be brought forth in its 
season. 34. We are not to say, This is better^ 
that worse : for in their time all shall be found 
good. 35. And now. as with one heart and one 
voice let us praise the Lord, and bless his name !] 



Chap. XL. l. Great travail is created for the Trouble it v^xm 
sons of Adam : a heavy yoke is upon every man, from ^ /,^^a 
his birth to the day when he returns to the ^arth, '*'*"^'»^- 
the common mother of all things. 2. Such are the 
thoughts of the heart of man, with all his fears and 
hopes and contrivances! Death comes and puts 
an end to them all, 3. as well those of the prince 
who sits in state upon the throne, as of the wretch 
that is humbled to the earth in dust and ashes."* ^^Dan. v. 
4. From him that is clothed in purple and wears 
the crown, to the poor man covered with the 
coarsest linen J 5. Wrath and envy, trouble and 
disquietude, the fear of death and persevering ani- 
mosities consume him. 6, 7, 8. Contentions arise in 
the midst of the banquet : and in the night upon 
his bed his sleep suspends his knowledge of things 
around him : so that he is then weak and as it were 
nothing. And whether he seek repose by night or 
by day, he is subject to the visions of the imagin- 
ation ; and starts from his sleep as one that hath 
escaped in a day of batde. Then he rises and 
looks around him, and wonders to see all in safety, 
both man and beast. But upon the sinner there is 
terror sevenfold. 

H 2 
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but look back at the past and forward to the future. 
It is the judgment upon all flesh from the Lord : 
4. and what will certainly overtake thee, whe- 
ther in ten, or an hundred, or a thousand years, 
whensoever it shall please the Most High to send 
it For in hell there is no power to shorten thy 
life. 
ThechUdrenof 5. The children of sinners become yet more 
worJthan aboniiuable : as do those who frequent the com- 
r parents. ^^^^ of the uugodly, and follow their ways, 6. The 
inheritance of ^hese shall be laid waste : and the 
reproach of their wickedness shall be done away by 
the extinction of the race. 7. Thus the children 
moiu*n for the wickedness of then* parents, on 
> 2 Kings, xTii. whose accouut they suffer shame.^ 8. Wo to you, 
Jer.x^j. 11, ye impious men, who have forsaken the law of the 
ixidif is!^' Most High ! 9. Cursed in your lives ye shall be 
cursed also in death, lo. Whatsoever is of the 
earth shall return to earth again : so they that are 
ungodly from the curse go down to perdition."* 
";ps.ix.5,6. 11. Men may put on mourning habits fbr them: 
p^v. i. 7. but their very name shall perish. 
o/n good name 12. Bc carcful, then, to preserve a good name: 

andofdiscipUne, f^j. ^.j^jg gj^^jj ^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^ j^ ^^ ^^^ ^^10X1. 

" Pro?, xxu. 1. sands of gold and silver." 13. The happiest life has 
a limited number of years : but a good name shall 
endure for ever. I4. Keep discipline, my sons, in 
peace : for what does it profit to have been taught, 
and not to show the fruits of instruction. This is 
to have a treasure hidden where the owner cannot 
find it. 15. And better is he that hideth his folly 
than the man that cannot show his wisdom. 
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16. But let us now sum up what I have delivered. 
For it is not expedient to notice every kind of mis- 
conduct : nor Will every one bear to be told of all 
his faults. 17. Beware then of fornication, for thy offomkatvm 
father's and mother's sake : of lying, for fear of the '^ ^ ^ '^'* 
rider: 18. of any crime, as thou wilt answer it 
before the judge : of immorality, because of the 
synagogue and the people. Avoid injustice for 
thy friend and companion's sake, and rob no one. 

19. Have a care where thou dwellest, and how thou 
sittest at table : and depart not from the truth and 
from thy covenant made before God. Undervalue 
not a gift which thou hast accepted of thy friend, 

20. and refuse not to return his salutation: but show 
no regard to a loose jivoman. 

21. Turn not away thy face from thy neighbour, 
and be not reserved towards thy kinsfolk. What 
thou takest away, be careful to replace. 22. **Look of continence: 
not at thy neighbour's wife : examine not her maid* ^^*"' "' ^* 
servant, and go not near her bed. Avoid impru* 
dent speeches with thy friends : and add no up- 
braidings with the gift which thou bestowest.** ' J*™* *• ^• 

Chap. XLII. 23. Beware of talebearing and candMir: 
of revealing a secret communication. 24. Thus 
shalt thou not be made ashamed in any way, 
but shalt have favour with all men. xlii. i. Suffer 
not thyself to offend in these following things ^ and 
accept no man's person therein to thy hurt 2. In 
the law and testimony of the Most High : in judg- 
ment, to justify the wicked : 3. in travelling, by 

H 4 
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correcting a 
letod servant* 
^ Ley. ziz. 
35,86. 



evil conversation with thy companions : in censur- 
ing the bequests of thy friends: 4. in thy own 
justice: and if estttte as to gain, be it little or much^ In dealing, as 
to just weights and measures' : 6. and to avoid the 
corruption of dishonest merchants. In thy family, 
not to exceed in chastisement : yet in correcting 
severely a lewd servant caught. in his wickedness 
thou shalt do well. 

6. Where many hands are, make fast: 7. and 
what thou givest out give out by weight and mea- 
sure : and ^et down thy receipts and payments in a 
book. 8. Keep a strict hand over careless and im- 
pudent servants; and especially upon the elder 
who are made ashamed by the younger. Thus shalt 
thou be accounted of all politic and discerning. 

9. A daughter is her father's anxious charge : his 
care for her keepeth him waking; lest she grow up in 
dissolute habits, and be kept by some one, and then 
be cast off and despised : lO. or lest being defiled 
she be found with child in her father's house. Or 
lest being given in marriage she misbehave herself, 
jer. iivL 19. or provc childlcss.' 11. If she be forward and vain 
watch over her closely ; lest at any time she offend, 
and make thee a reproach among thy enemies, and 
an object of detraction and contempt with thy 
fellow citizens: and so confound thee with the 
multitude. 

12. Strive not to excel in dress : and sit not in 
the midst of women. 13. For from the garment 
cometh out a moth, and from a light woman, wick- 
edness. 14. It is easier to encounter the rudeness of 



Of the care cf a 
daughter. 



£zek. ZTi. 
44—46. 



Of dress and 
wantonness* 
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men than the allurements of women, which bring 
confusion and reproach. 



15. Now will I commemorate the doings of the The ^(^ God 
Most High, and what I have seen of the Lord's ^ "^ 
works, I will declare out of his word. 16. As the sun 
that enlightens the world, so doth the Lord look 
down upon his work§, which are full of his glory. 
17. Hath he not formed his saints to declare of all 
his wonders : which the Almighty Lord hath 
wrought, who is stedfast in power ? 18. He only 
searcheth the deeps and knoweth the hearts of men, 
finding out all their devices. For God is a God of hiswUdom: 
infinite knowledge: discerning perfectly the pre- 
sent: 19. disclosing the past and announcing the 
future: revealing every hidden thing. 20. No 
thought is too high for him, no speech is hidden 
from him. 21. He alone hath set forth the excel- 
lency of wisdom from everlasting to everlasting : ommsaence: 
such that it cannot be added unto, neither can any 
thipg be taken from it. He needeth no man's 
counsel! 

22. * How wonderful are all his works ! Even to • ps. cxi. 2. s. 
the spark which we kindle they are worthy our 
consideration. 23. All of these live and remain for 
ever : they obey his word in all their movements. 
24. All are twofold, one against the other : he let- and mffiaency. 
teth none be wanting : he will supply all their need, 
26. Arid who that is instructed in these shall not 
ascribe power unto God? Who shall be satisfied 
with beholding his glory ? 
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the tun : 



th$moon: 



Thefrmameta: Chap. XLIII. 1. Considei the firmament of 
heaven, its height ; and the glorious appearance of 
the sky ! 2. The sun in our sight giving signs at 
his setting : an admirable instrument, the work of 
the Highest d. His meridian heat parches the 
e^rth. Who can bear to look on his brightness? 
A^ The furnace of the founder is dazzling to behold : 
but far more liie sun, when he scorches the moun- 
tains, emitting fiery beams and blinding the eyes 
with his refulgence. 6. Great is the Lord who 
created him : and who gave him commandment to 
move on in his swift journeyl 

6. Behold sXso the moon, putting ouall her phases 
in their seasons: which are for the indication of 
petriods of time, and to signify their completion : 
74 by wbicli the feasts are regulated, being held 
when her light has gone out by decreasing. 8. The 
month is named after her: which proceeds with 
the moori*s changes to the end. She too is a, 
glorious lampf which the Most High hath placed 
in the heavens, answering to the light of the sun. 
9. The starry heavens also, with their brightness, 
by which he enlightens the world.* All these shall 
remain as he haih appointed them. lo. Through 
bis watcbftil oare not one of them shall be wanting 
for ever ! 

11* Look at the rainbow, and bless him who hath 
ordained it How beautiful in its many colours, 
IS. fitretching from side to side through the sky ! 

« Job, xixviii. The hands of the Most Hiirh have bended it la. 

22—38. ^^ 

the $nam, clouds, »e commaudeth also the snows of winter, and the 
***' thunder which he sends down in judgment 14. Now 



ike Stan: 

^ Job, xixviii. 
4—7. 



the rainbow : 
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doth he open his treasures : the clouds fly aibroad 

as the fowls of heaven. 16. When they have grown 

to their greatness, the hail descends broken like 

stones upon the ^utlu 16. At the presence of the 

Most High the mountains are moved. When the 

south wind has blown at his bidding, his thunders 

lash rfie ground. 17. Thej/ come with a tempest fi'om andgreawindt. 

the norUi, with a conflict of winds ; while the snow 

lights as the winged fowl upon the earth* As a 

flight of locusts it comes down : 18. our eyes are 

dazzled with its brightness : we shudder at the 

abundance of rain. 

19. "^ The Almighty scattereth hoai'-frost like salt T^^^f^^ 

^ ^ tee, and thaw. 

upon the earth: the freezing points are sharp m ^ P8.cxivii.i6. 
spikes of iron. 20. The north wind increases : the 
ice forms on the waters. Resting on the whole 
surface, it covers the deep as with a coat of mail. 
21. The frost nips the grass on the mountains : it 
parches the plain as in a time of droughty and kills 
the herbage. 23. At length comes tlie desired 
relief) moving swifUy in a mist : the dew descends^ 
coming with a south wind, and refreshes the earth. 

23. ^ God stilleth the tempest with a word : with The tea, and u» 
a thought does he make smooth the^^ qf the ^^**^ 
deep : in which he planted the islands at the begins Mark, u. 39. 
ning. 24. They who sail on i the sea can recount 
the dangers thereof: and with admiration we hear 
the things which they relate. 25« For there are 
found living creatures innumerable, flocks and 
herds of sea monsters, the wonders of the creation 
ofGod.^ 26. The sea itself by its greatness puts an " p*- «v. 25. 
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end to the voyage : . and the mariner returning 
relates the whole. 

The Creator is 27. We have Said much and words faU us: but 

Ir/w. ""^ the crown of our discourse is the Creator himself. 
38. What shall it avail to expatiate on every won- 
der ? The Lord himself is wonderful beyond all 
his works. 29. Yea, our God is great and terrible : 
he is strong in might, and of power irresistible. 

Glory to God, 00. Lct US glorffy the Lord. Much as we may praise 
him his glory shall exceed our praise. Yea, let us 
bless the Lord and exalt his name to the uttermost, 
though it be above all praise ! Extol him that ye 
may be filled with his strength. In vain will ye 

» job,xi.7— 9. strive to comprehend him ; ye shall never be able.^ 
31. Who shall look on the Most High and describe 
him? Who shall set forth the greatness of him 
that is from eternity ? 32. How much of his works 
is hidden from us, and of greater things than these ! 
For it is little that we behold : 33. but God created 
them all : and to the upright he has given wisdom 
for their portion. 



X Thejmuses ^ Chap. XLI V. 1. Let US uow praisc famous men, 
and our fathers m theu* generations. 2. The Lord 
placed great glory on these^ who in former ages 
showed forth, his greatness. 3. These bare rule, in 
their respective countries : men renowned for power, 
prudent in counsel : 4. (t/) uttering prophecies (in 

(^) << Nuntiantes in prophetis dignitatem prophetarum, et im- 
perantes in potenti populo.et virtute prudentiae populis sanctis- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



109 

the dignity of prophecy) and God's most holy 
words unto the people : ruling in the strength of 
his wisdom over a powerful nation. 6. Such as by 
their, skill found out the measures of music, and 
recited therein the songs of holy scripture. 6. Men 
rich in virtue, studious of every thing that is praise- 
worthy : ruling their own houses in peace. 7. All 
these have been famous in their time : and their 
memory is celebrated among their own people 
through all their generations. 8. Even those who 
succeeded them and recorded their praises, have 
acquired a name by so doing. 

9. * Others there were who have left no memorial. • Job, Hi. 
These have perished as though they had never 
been. They were bom in vain, and their children 
after them. lo. But those were men of mercy, 
who abounded in good works, ii. Their good Their good re- 
remains with their posterity, an holy inheritance to ^^^***^ 
their children's children. 12, 13. For these abide 
in their estates, and for their sakes are preserved and 
remain for ever. 14. Their bodies are indeed en- 
tombed and sleep in death : but their names shall 
live to all generations. .15. Let the people tell of 
their wisdom : let the churches utter their praise. -— ^ 

16. (z) Enoch pleased God and was translated JEnoch. 
into paradise: that he might give wisdom to the 



sima verba.** — Vtdgate. Which I have read thus : Nuntiantes 
in prophetis dignitatem prophetarum et populis sanctissima 
verba : imperantes in potenti populo in virtute prudentise. — Ed. 
(z) In our authorised version this sentence has the following 
extraordinary turn : '^ Enoch pleased the Lord, and was trans- 
lated, being an example of repentance to all generations.*' But 
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nM. nations. 17. Noah was found perfect and just befbre 

God: he was made an intercessor in the time of 
GocFs wraths Therefore was a remnant of the 
earth preserved when the flood came. 18. The 
testament of that age was deposited with him : 
that all flesh might not be destroyed /o^^/Aer. 

Abraham. Vk Abraham was a mighty father of nations. There 
was none found to compare with him in glory : 
90. who should so ke^ the law of the Most High, 
and be in covenant with him. For he established 
the testimonies (^ the Lord to his children, and 

■ Gen. Mil. being proved was found faithful.* 21. Therefore 

"* * did he swear unto him, and give him glory among 

his people ^ and increased him as a mighty mound . 
is raised up upon the earth. Yea he lifted up his 
posterity as the stars of heaven, and gave them to 
inherit from sea to sea, and from the river to the 

itaac ends of the earth. 22. And with Isaac did he the 

like for his father Abraham's sake. For the Lord 
through him did give a blessing to all nations, 
23. and confirmed his covenant upon the head of 

Jacob, Jacob. Him did he own in blessing him : he gave 

unto liim his inheritance, and divided him a portion 
among the twelve tribes of his children, xlv. i. 
And he preserved unto him a race of merciful men, 
who found favour in the sight of all. 



the word here rendered repentance, fjuravota) admits of a higher 
signification. See CoL i. 13. Rom.xii. 2. Ephes. iv. 17—24. 
The conclusion of the sentence in the Vulgate is very remark- 
able when compared with the 14th and 15th verses of the 
epistle of Jude. 
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Chap. XLV. (aj) Moses was beloved of God and Mom. 
man : his memory is blessed. 2. To him didOod 
give Kke glory with his holy on«, and magnified 
him till he became the terror of his enemies, 
8. granting the miracle^ which he called for by his 
word.** Exalting him hi the presence of kings> he ^ Exod. tH. 9. 
gave him his commandments in the sight x)f the 
people, and showed hun his glory. 4. In his faiths- 
fulness aiid meekoesg^ did he sanctify him y and 
ct^ose him above all flesh. 5. He heard him and 
listened to his prayer, when he brought him into 
the cloud."" He gave him a heart towards bis "^ Exod. xix. 9. 
precepts, and a law for the conduct of life : : that hk 
might teach his testimonies to Jacob, his judgments 
to Israel. 

6. God likewise raised up Aaron his broflier, one ^^'Wb 
like himself of the tribe of Levi. 7* He made a 
covenant with him for ever : he gave him the high^ 
priesthood of his people, and with it glory and 
blessing. He girded him with a gii?dle cf right- 
eousness, and invested Jiina with a robe of glory^ 
8. and poured the oil of God's authority upon his 
head."^ He clothed him with the {b) cmisecrated Mspriesayrobea, 
garments! 9. and put about him in a circle many '^e**^^"^^ 
golden bells, that they might make a sound in his 
going : that the sound thereof might be heard in 
the temple, to remind the children of his people q/^ 
their intercessor. 10. With an ephod also did h^ clothe 
hinif woven in gold and blue and purple, by the 

(a) In the English Bible this period belongs to the fonner 
chapter. 

(6) *^ CirGumpedes et femoralia et humerale posuit^."-^ Vtdg. 
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• Exod. Kxi. hands of a skilful workman*, filled with wisdom and 

3 5. 

understanding : ii. with twisted scarlet also^ the 
work of the embroiderer : with precious stones set 
in gold, and engraven by the lapidary with the 
names of the children of Israel, according to the 

mUre, number of their tribes. 12. With a crown of gold 

upon the mitre having, embossed on it, the tokens 
of holiness ; the glory of his temples, and a work 
of excellent skill, adorned to delight the eyes of 
all that beheld it id. A work so beautiful that the 
like had not been seen from the beginning of time : 
neither did any of another nation ever wear it : but 
his children alone, and their posterity through all 
their generations. 

and office: 14. ^Day by day did he offer the burnt offering: 

3^ 3^ **"'• 16. for Moses filled his hand, who had anointed 
him with the holy oil. And it was confirmed to 
him in perpetual right, to him and his children 
after him, to the end of the days of time : to bear 
the priest's office, to offer high praises and bless 
the people in the nam6 of the Lord. 16. For he 
chose him of all men living, to offer sacrifices unto 
God, witii incense and sweet odours, to bring to 
remembrance and make intercession for bis people. 
17. And to him gave he authority in his precepts, 
in the statutes of his judgments : to teach Jacob 
his testimonies and enlighten Israel iiihis laws. 

vMicated ^ 18. And wheu at any time others stood up against 
him (as did they who through envy beset him in 
the wilderness, taking part with Dathan and 
Abiram and the company of Core in their enmity), 
19. the Lord saw it and it displeased him : and 
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tbey were destroyed in the breaking forth of his 
anger. He wrought strange wonders upon them : 
he consumed them in flames of fire. 20. But to Aaron 
he added the more honour, and gave him for a 
possession the first fruits of the earth, which he 
set apart for him. He prepared a suflSciency of 
bread for him before all others. 21. Wherefore let 
the priests eat the sacrifices of the Lord, which he 
gave to them and their children. 22. But they shall 
have no inheritance in the land, nor part in the 
possession of the people. For the Lord himself 
is their portion and their inheritance. 

23. Phinehas the son of Eleazar stands third in punehas. 
reputation, who followed in the fear of the Lord 
the example qf Aaron. He is to be had in reve- 
rence with his people: for by his integrity and 
alacrity of soul he pleased the God of Israel. 
24. So that Jehovah gave to him a covenant of 
peace, and made him chief among his consecrated 
ones, to be over his people: that to him and 
his sons should appertain the dignity of the priest- 
hood for ever. 25. ^ According to his covenant «2Saiii.Tii. 
before with David the king, the son of Jesse, ""^^' 
of the tribe of Judah ; that it should be an inhe- 
ritance to him and his children ; 26. that they 
might fill our minds with knowledge and judge the 
people of our nation righteously. That their good 
might never be done away, but that he might con- 
firm the glory to Israel for ever. 

Chap. XLVI. l. Joshua the son of Nun the sue- Joskm. 
cessor of Moses was a captain valiant in war. He 

I 
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was a great man (according to his name(c),) and 
the most eminent of those who fought for the 
deliverance of God's elect from the enemies who 
rose up against them : and who gained for Israel 
their inheritance. 2. What glory did he not get 
in his assaults upon defenced cities I 3. Who ever 
fought as he did in the field? For the Lord him- 
self smote down the enemies. 4. And when he 
was bent upon their destruction was not the sun 
stayed in its course, two days being made out of one? 
6. When in attacking them as they surrounded him 
on all sides, he called upon the Lord, the great and 
holy God answered his prayer with hailstones 
weighty and terrible. 6. Thus did he make onset 
upon the hostile nations, casting down de- 
struction upon them that opposed him : that they 
might know his power, and might confess that it is 
not an easy thing to fight against God^ So Joshua 
pursued these powerful armies in their flight 7, In 
the time of Moses, too, he interposed together with 

Caleb. Caleb the son of Jephunneh, to bring- his people 

to stand against their enemies : to keep them back 
from sin> and to repress their malicious murmur- 
ings. 8. So these two having stood firm were 
delivered fjrom that peril : (they aUmey out of six 
hundred thousand footmen) that they, might lead 
Israel into the land that flowed with milk and 
honey. 9. And to Caleb God gave strength, so 
that in his old age he was able to go up into the 
hill country and take itj in which his posterity 

«» Josh. xiv. obtained an inheritance.** lO. Thus may all Israel see 

6—15. "^ 

(c) A saviour. 
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that it is a good thing to render obedience to a holy 
God. 

11. The judges of this people^ too, each of them neJudgeto/ 
by name, who were uncorrupt in heart and turned 
not away from the Lord, let their memor}'^ be 
blessed ! 12. Their families do yet flourish in their 
places, their names shall /"emain for ever. For the 
glory of these holy men remains upon their 
children. 

13. Samuel the prophet of the Lord was beloved samud. 
of the Lord his God. 14. He gave a new form to 
the government and anointed kings over his 
people : he judged the people in the law of the 
Lord : he saw the God of Jacob, and in his faith- 
fulness was approved as a prophet qf the Lord. 
15. He was found true in his words: for he had 
seen the Lord of light' 16. He called upon » i sam. iii. 
Almighty God, sacrificing a whole burnt-oflTering : 
while the enemies of Israel stood in battle array 
around them. 17. Then did the Lord thunder 
aloud from the heaven, making his voice to be 
heard, 18. and beating down the princes of the 
Tyrians, with all the leaders of the Philistines.*' ''J^sam. vii. 
19. And before the time of his end came, did 
Samuel show unto the people the testimonies of 
that age in the presence of the Lord and his 
anointed. He had taken no bribe from any, not 
so much as a shoe-latchet by violence ; so that no 
man accused him. 20. And after these things, 
when he had slept with his fathers, he showed 
unto King iSflJw/ the end of his life, and lifted up his 
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J 1 

3—25. 



voice out of the earth in prophecy, to foretell the 
Sam. ixviu. destruction of the people Jbr their impiety/ 



Nathan. Chap. XLVII. 1. After these things rose up 

Nathan, the prophet in the days of king David; 
2. As the fat is separated from the flesh in the sacri- 

David. iice, so was David taken from among the children 

of Israel. 3. He who handled the lion as a kid, the 
bear as a lamb out of the flock. 4. Who in his 
youth slew the giant, and took away the reproach of 
his people. Lifting up his hand with the sling he 
. cast down the pride of Goliath ; 5. calling upon the 
Almighty God, who gave into his hand the life of 
this man of war : that he might exalt the power of 

"'1 sam.xviu.7. his people. 6. ^ So was David praised in his tens of 
thousands ; while he gave honour and blessing to 
the Lord, and offered to him the crown of glory. 

7. For he cast down his enemies all around, and 
drove out the Philistines, our adversaries, even to 
this day. But he brought down their might for ever. 

8. And in all his works he made confession unto the 
Holy One, to the Most High whose name he glo- 
rified. He praised the Lord with all his heart : he 
loved God who made him : even God who had 

» 1 chron. vi. given him power over his enemies. 9. " He it was 
who set the singers over against the altar, to make 
sweet melody with the voice. 10. Thus he beauti- 
fied the public worship, and adorned the sanctuary 
to the end of his days : that they might praise the 
name of the Lord, and magnify God's holiness 
morning by morning, ii. For the Lord's anointed 
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purged away his sins, and exalted the horn of his 
power for ever. He gave him the kingly covenant, 
and a throne of glory in Israel. 

12. To him succeeded his wise son, for whose sd&mon: 
sake the Lord cast down all the power of the adver- 
saries. 13. Solomon reigned in peaceful times : to 
whom God made all his enemies subject ; that he 
might build a house to his name, that he might set 
in Qrder his sanctuary for ever : 14. even as he had 
been shown in the days of his youth.° He was filled *" ^ Ch«>n- 

•^ "^ xxniull — 13. 

with wisdom as a river: 15. his spirit embraced 
the whole creation. 

Thou, Solomon, didst fill up the abundance of 
parables. 16. Thy name went abroad to the isles 
afar off: thou wast beloved for thy peaceful reign. 

17. All nations admired thy songs, and learned thy fUs wisdom, 
proverbs and interpretations of hidden meanings : 

18. and honoured the name of God the Lord, 
which is Israel's God. Thou didst gather gold as 
brass, and heap up iron as lead, — 19. but thou didst 
bow down thy loins to women, and hadst not power 

over thy own body. 20. Thus thou didst stain thy and weakness. 
glory, and make. thy seed unholy ; to bring wrath 
upon thy children : 21. and by these and other thy 
follies thou didst cause the kingdom to be divided 
in two, and a hard tyranny to be set up in 
Ephraim.^ Jetf'if 

22. But God will not leave off his tender com- God preserved a 
passions : his work shall neither be corrupted nor '*^"^'** 
destroyed. He will not suffer the posterity of his 
chosen to be rooted out : nor shall the generations 
of them that love the Lord be utterly corrupted. 

I S 
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For he hath preserved a remnant to Jacob, and to 

the family of David : 23. though Solomon slept with 

his fathers and left behind him in his own children 

amidst revou the fooHshncss of the nation ! So far did Rehoboam 

andtdoiatri/. ^^jj short of thc prudencc of his father that he 

turned away from him the nation of Israel by evil 

< 1 Kings, xu. counsels ; *" while Jeroboam the son of Nebat made 

iiiL^33, 34. Isracl to sin, and opened to Ephraim the way of 

transgression. 24. Then the multitude of their sins 

abounded, and they were carried away far from 

their own land : 25. until the Lord should search 

out their iniquities to the full, and the Saviour 

should come and deliver them from all sin. 

£iijah. Chap. XLVIII. i. Elijah the prophet burned 

as a fire, and as a flaming torch did his Word give 
' John, T. 35. light' 2. He who brought a famine upon the 
land: and whose imitators their own envy con- 
sumed. • For they were not able to endure the 
Lord's commandments. 3. By the word of the 
Lord kept he the heaven shut up : and sent down 
fire upon the earth. So greatly was he magnified 
in the wonders which he wrought. 

4. And who may glory in comparison of thee, 
5. who didst raise the dead and bring up a man 
from the state of the dead, by the word of the Lord 
God ? 6. Who didst cast down kings to destruc- 
tion, breaking in pieces their power with ease, and 
• 2 Kings, ix. bringing down the proud ones from their couch' : 
^^^~^7' 7. who didst hear God*s judgments in Sina, the 

8—14.^"' judgment of his displeasure in Horeb!* 8. Who 
13^ u!"i— iT' didst anoint kings to bring kings to repentance '^ 
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and madest others prophets to succeed thee : 9. who 

wast taken up in a whirlwind of fire, in a chariot 

with horses of fire ! lo. Who wast pointed out in 

prophecy as he who should appease the wrath of 

God : who should reconcile the heart of the fa- 

ther to the son, and restore the tribes of Israel." » Maiacw, iv. 

11. Blessed are they who have seen thee: who Luke,i. it. 

have been honoured with thy friendship ! For we 

live only till death: and our renown afterwards 

shall not be like unto thine. 

12. When Elijah had been taken up in the whirl- EUsha, 
wind, the measure of his spirit was filled up in 
Elisha. 13. In his day this prophet feared not any 
potentate : for no man was able to overcome him, 
nor could any one's command silence him. His 
body also prophesied after his death.^ 14. Thus, '2Kings,xiii. 
living and dead he wrought miracles. 15. Yet for 
all this did not the people repent : nor did they 
leave ofi^ from transgressing, until they were cast 
out from their own land and scattered over the 
whole earth : there being left of them but a small 
remnant, together with a prince of the house of 
David.'' 16. Some of these did what was well- * '2 Kings, xxv. 
pleasing unto the Lord : but others of them com- ""* 
mitted many sins. 

17. Hezekiah fortified the royal city, and brought iiezckiah. 
water into the midst of it : he dug out the rock 
with iron, and made a cistern for the water.* 18. In ^schron. 
his days came up Sennacherib, who sent Rab- ^'^*" ^ ' 
shakeh, and lifted up his hand against them : and 
being proud of his might he . threatened Sion. 
19. Then were their hearts moved : then did their 

1 4 
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hands hang down, and they were in pain as a 
travaih'ng woman. 20. But they called upon the 
God of mercy : with outspread palms and hands 
lifted up to heaven they prayed, and speedily did 
the holy God hear their voice. He remembered 
not their transgressions, neither gave them into the 
hands of their enemies : but cleansed them by the 
hand of his holy prophet Isaiah. 21. He over- 
threw the Assyrians in their camp : the angel of 
the Lord slew them. (22. For Hezekiah had done 
that which pleased God : he walked firmly in the 
steps of David his forefather: in which way he 
had been instructed by Isaiah, that great and faith- 
ful prophet before God.) 23. In his days the 
shadow went backward upon the dial, and a period 
of years was added to the life of the king. 24. In 
the greatness of his spirit he saw to the end, and 
comforted for ever the mourners in Sion. 25. He 
showed things to come, and brought forth the 
hidden things of future ages. 

joiaak. Chap. XLIX. l. The memory of Josiah is like 

precious ointment made by the art of the perfumer. 
In every mouth his name is sweet as the honey- 

^ 2Cim)n. comb, and as musick at a banquet of wine. 2. ^He 
himself was divinely directed in the public humili- 
ation of his people before God: when he took away 
the abominations of ungodliness. 3. He ordered 
his heart after the Lord : and strengthened religion 
in a sinful age. 4. All the kings of our nation, 
David, Hezekiah and Josias excepted, transgressed 
by departing from the law of the Most High : and 
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in casting behind them the fear of God. 5. Thus 
it was that they delivered up the kingdom to 
others : and let strangers take their glory from 
them : 6. (rf) who burned the chosen city of God's 
holiness, and laid waste the streets thereof as is 
written by the prophet Jeremiah.* 7. For they had • Jer. xxxk. 
cruelly entreated him who from his birth was con- 
secrated a prophet of the Lord : to overturn, to 
pluck up and destroy, and again to renew and build » j^ |^ jq, 

UP^a xxxvii. 11-.81. 

"* xxxTiii. 4—6. 

8. To £zekiel was shown the vision of the Lord's Ezeidd. 
glory, which he showed unto him in the appearance 
of the wheels with the cherubim. 9. (e) He was 
made to prophesy against the adversaries after what 
he had seen in the whirlwind, and to promise good 
to those who showed the right way.*^ * * Eiekiei, i. 4. 

10. The bones likewise of the twelve prophets do 
flourish again out of their places. For they con- 
firmed Israel and delivered themselves by the faith 
of their own righteousness.*" ii. With whom shall zorobabd. 
we compare Zorobabel, who was as a signet upon i^ll^f*"^* 
the right hand of Israel ? 12. And with him was 
Jesus the son of Josedech. These in their days 
built the house, and raised up again the temple 
which was holy unto the Lord, smd prepared it 
for everlasting magnificence. 13. Nehemiah like- irehemiah. 

(d) In manu Jeremiaey Vulgate; Ey xf<f* Iifi/buov, Septuagint, 
This passage may have been adapted by some scribe to the 
Septuagint, where the mistake of %ufi for xatpw is pretty evident. 
— Ed. 

(e).Nam commemoratus est inimicorum in imbre : benefacere 
illis qui ostenderunt rectas vias. 
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wise, who is memorable to future ages : who raised 
again for us the walls of Jerusalem that were 
broken down, and set up the gates with the bars 
thereof, and built again our habitations. 

14. But there was none born into the world like 
Enoch ; who died not but was taken up from the 
earth. 15. Joseph was a man born to be a prince 
over his brethreii : to establish his family and to 
rule over them: to preserve the people in Egypt. 
His bones were sought for to be carried to his own 
land : he also prophesied after hi». death. 16. Seth 
and Shem had glory amongst mankind : and Adam 
WBS over the whole creation at the beginning. 



Simon Oniat, 



kupraises. 



Chap. L. i. Simon the high*priest aiso, the son 
of Onias, who in his lifetime repaired the house 
and enlarged the temple. 2. The higher temple 
was founded by him: the double building with 
lofty walls of the temple. 3. In his days water was 
brought into the city in such abundance that the 
wells overflowed, as it were with a sea of water. 
4. He took charge of the nation and rescued it 
from ruin. He prevailed to enlarge the city : fi. he 
gained glory among strxmgers by the good convers- 
ation of the people: he brought many more to 
enter into the temple and house of God. 

6. As the morning star in the midst of clouds, as 
the moon shining at the full, 7. as the sun itself m 
the heaven^ so was he in the temple of God. As the 
bow shining bright in the cloudy sky : 8. as roses 
in the spring: as lilies by the water courses: as 
frankincense giving out its odours in the summer, 
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9. yea as the fire with the incense burning in it : or 
as a weighty vessel of gold adorned with every pre- 
cious stone : 10. or as an olive tree putting forth in 
the plain, or as a cypress lifting up itself on the 
high rock, ii. suck was he when he put on himself 
the stole of glory, in the perfection of his strength. 
When he went up to the holy altar, he made the gar- 
ments of the high-priest honourable. 12. When he 
received the portion from the hand of the priests, 
and stood by the altar, — as a circle of palm trees, 
as the cedars on mount Libanus his brethren stood 
about him, 13. the sons of Aaron in their magnifi- 
cence.** With an ofierinc: to the Lord in their ^schron.T. 

11—14. 

hands, before the whole congregation of Israel, 

14. performing the full service of the altar, lifting Theterviceofihe 

up an oblation to the Most High. 16. Then did he 

stretch forth his hand, and pour out a libation of 

the juice of the grape. At the foot of the altar did 

he pour it out, while its sweet odour ascended to 

the King on high. 16. The sons of Aaron shouted, 

and sounded their silver trumpets, lifting up their 

voices to the Lord in commemoration of his mercy : 

17. while the people hastening together fell on their 
faces to the earth, worshipping the Lord their God : 
uttering prayer to the Most High, God Almighty. 

18. Thus did they extol his name, singing psalms 
with their voice, till the spacious house was filled 
with the sweet sound : 19. the people praying to 
God on high, until the service of the Lord was 
finished and they had performed their duty.* 20. At * 2 chron. vi.3 
this time the high-priest descended and spread his 

hands over the whole congregation, giving glory to 
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Go4 with his lips, and glorifying the name of the 
t 2 chron. vi. Loid/ 21. After which he prayed a second time 
unto God, the God of all, 22. who hath done great 
things in the whole earth : who hath prolonged our 
life from our birth, who hath dealt with us accord- 
ing to his. mercy. 

. 23. And now may he grant us a cheerful heart, 
and cause peace in our days and upon Israel for 
ever : 24. that we may believe that God is with us 
in mercy, and that he will deliver us in his own 
time ! 

26. (g) There are two sorts of people whom my 
soul hateth ; and a third I have found hateful people. 
26. They who dwell on mount Seir : the Philistines 
also and those foolish people that dwell in Sichem. 

27. Jesus the son of Sirach of Jerusalem wrote 
in this book of wisdom and discipline : who brought 
wisdom to light out of his own mind. 28. Blessed 
is he that is conversant with these good things. 
He who lays them up in his memory shall always 
be wise. 29. For if he have done this, he shall be 
competent to all affairs : because the light of God 
is his guide. 



Athanhgiving, Chap. LI. (k) 1. I wiU coufcss uuto thcc, my 
Lord and King : I will praise thee, thou God of my 

{g) This passage, which concludes the chapter both in the 
Greek and Latin, I regard as an interpolation by a copyist. 
— Ed. . 

iji) Entitled in the text, both of the Latin and Greek, A 
prayer of Jems the son of Sirach. The reader will see that the 
chapter contains both doctrine and exhortation, besides the 
** prayer ;" whoever was the author. — Ed. 
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salvation. Unto thy name wUl Iconffess, 2. who 
art become mine help and my saviour. Who hast 
delivered my life from destruction, from the snare 
laid for me by false accusers, from the lips of them 
that invent lies : who in the sight of them that 
stand by hast been mine helper. 3. For in the 
multitude of thy mercies thou hast delivered me 
from the mouths that were opening for the prey, 
from the hands of the men who sought my life: 
from my many tribulations, 4. 'when the flames sDan.iii. 
were kindled around me and I stood unhurt in 
the midst of the fire. 6. Yea from the belly of 
hell : 6. for it was a false accusation by a lying 
tongue before a king unjust in judgment While 
I live, my soul shall praise the Lord. For my life 
was drawing nigh to the grave : the pit was open* 
ing beneath me. 7. They had surrounded me, 
there was no deliverer. I looked for help from 
man, and found none. 8. Then I remembered 
that thou. Lord, art merciful. Yea, I thought 
upon, thy deliverances which were of old : how 
thou didst pliick out them that kept thy testimonies 
from danger, and deliver them from the hands of 
the heathen. 9. (i) Thou. didst lift me up out a£ 
the dungeon, and I made intercession that death 
nught pass away from me. lo. I called upon the 
Lord, the father of my Lord, and besought him 
that he would not forsake me in the time of my 

(t) " Exaltasti super terram habitationem meam." -- Vulgate, 
This implies that the writer had been confinedin a prison beneath 
the level of the ground, from which he was now released.— £d^. 
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trouUe^ when I was in the power of the proud 
md had no helper, il. I will praise thy name 
continually. I will make confession unto thy 
name: for my prayer was heard. 12. Thou didst 
deliver me from destruction. Thou didst pluck 
me out of the hands of a perverse generation. 
For this cause I will confess and give praise unto 
thee; and will bless the name of the Lord! 
amfestion, 13- While I was yet young and before I had 

gone astray I prayed openly to the Most High to 
instruct me in wisdom. 14. Ere it was yet day I 
sought for her, saying, I will prolong my search to 
the latest evening. 15. She shall be unto me as 
the earliest ripe clusters of the vine. My heart 
rgoiccd in finding her: I walked on in a plain 
path. From my youth up I was her follower: 
16, 17. I was attentive to her voice : I laid hold on 
her. In myself I found much hidden wisdom, 
and profited much therein. Therefore will I give 
glQry to him that hath given me imderstanding. 
18. For I have purposed in my heart that I will do 
this. I am earnestly desirous of that which is 
good : I shall not be confounded. 19. In my soul 
I wrestled hard to obtain it : in doing this I became 
established. I stretched forth my hands to the 
Most High: my soul yearned after his wisdom, 
and he was pleased to enlighten my ignorance. 
20. I directed my desire unto wisdom: I sought 
earnestly and found it. From the first I have kept 
my heart therewith. For this I shall not be for- 
saken. 21. In my earnest seeking my bowels are 
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moved : I shall obtain a good possession : 22. for 
the Lord has given me the tongue of the learned. 
This is my reward, and I will praise him. 

23. Draw nigh unto me ye that are unlearned : and exiiortatum* 
gather yourselves together in the house of instruc- 
tion. 24. Why do ye yet make delay : what say 
ye to these things ? Your souls are greatly athitst 
Jbr wisdom. 25. I have opened my mouth: I 
have spoken. Buy her for yourselves without 
money. 26. Submit your necks to her yoke : let 
your souls come under her discipline. She iis at 
hand, that ye may seek and find her. 27. Behold 
and see for yourselves, how I have laboured but a 
little, and yet have found abundance. 28. Get for 
yourselves wisdom instead of much silver : possess 
her in place of an heap of gold. 29. Let your ' 
souls rejoice in the blessing which she will bestow. 
You shall praise her and shall not be ashamed. 
30. Work with diligence : complete your labour : 
and in due time she will give you your reward ! 



THE END. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



In a very short prologue to this book, in the 
Vulgate Bible, it is said to be. nowhere ex- 
tant in the Hebrew: nor does Jerome appear 
inclined to attribute it to Solomon, but rather 
to Philoy an eminent Jewish writer, who 
flourished about the time of our Lord's mi- 
nistry upon earth. The works of this author 
being extant only in Greeks it is probable no 
Hebrew original of the book has ever existed. 
Like the EcclesiasticU^^ it exhibits some 
diversity of style and matter ; which may be 
thought to indicate the hand of more than 
one writer. Some fragments left by Solomon 
may have furnished materials for the Sixth, 
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Chapters, relating 
to the origin and nature of Divine Wisdom, 
to the king's search after it, and his experi- 
ence of its effects : but the style differs much 
from that of the Ecdeiiastes and Proverbs. 
The Tliirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 
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Chapters treat of the worship of the planets 
and heathen deities ; and contain some spi- 
rited sarcasms, with the opinion of the writer 
upon the origin of idolatry ^ properly so called. 
There is, in these, internal evidence of this 
part having been written at a time, and in a 
country, wherein the Jews were under sub- 
jection to a heathen power. At the Sixteenth 
Chapter, the subject of the Twelfth (which 
was the judgments of God upon the inhabit- 
ants of Canaan) is abruptly resumed, and 
various repetitions of the same sentiments 
occur ; the book, after all, being apparently 
left unfinished. 

The reflections contained in the Fourth 
and Fifth Chapters, on the premature death 
of some righteous man, his future happiness) 
and exaltation; with more of this nature 
which precedes, applicable in a more general 
way to the ungodly, and to the ftiture state 
of the good whom they hate and persecute, 
may be thought to have been suggeisted to 
the mind of a Jew (who, like Joseph of 
Arimathea, " had not consented to the coun- 
sel and deed " of the ruling faction) by the 
circumstances of the sufferings and dieath of 
our blessed Lord. On this ground, chiefly, 
I have no hesitation in agreeing with those 
who would ascribe the camporiUon of this 
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Jrook to Philo JudcRus^ the time of whose 
birth is placed near twenty years before that 
of Christ, and who is thought to have lived 
to upwards of sixty. 

There is throughout the whole of the Wh^ 
dam the same rrference to the history of 
the Old Testament, and the same relation 
to the doctrines of the New, as is found 
in the Eccledasticm. Some passages, relating 
to the Exodus, and subsequent travels of the 
Israelites^ carry the appearance of the author^s 
having had recourse either to fragments of 
the antient history of this people (not now 
extant) or to " the traditions of the elders" 
for his matter: since they exhibit circum- 
stances not mentioned in the Pentateuch or 
in JoshmL The most curious and interest- 
ing of these regards the state of the Egyp- 
tians, while they lay under that darkness of 
three days which preceded the death of their 
first-born : as likewise to a covenant into 
which the Israelites entered with each other 
while they ate the passover. On* the former 
of these, I shall enter into some details in a 
note on the passage ; and show what I ap- 
prehend was the sense of the writer, and 
what may probably have been the real state 
of the case, in this mysterious (and through 
our own version inexplicable) visitation. 
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There are in this book some fine passages, 
descriptive, didactic, and doctrinal, well wor- 
thy of an attentive perusal. Of the first, I 
may instance the speech of the Sadducaean 
revellers, in Chapter 2., and their recantation 
in Chapter 5., with the remainder of th^U; 
passage. Again, the characters of the pure 
Intelligence in Chapter 7., and the short 
description of the mission of the destroying 
angel to the land of Egypt, in Chapter 18. 
The didactic, which are not less remarkable, 
would be less easily detached : but of the 
doctrinal I may call the reader's attention, 
more particularly, to the passage relating to 
the brazen serpent, in Chapter 16. ; in which 
there is a close coincidence with the declar- 
ation, respecting himself and his character, 
(as the Redeemer of man by an atoning sa- 
crifice,) of our Lord Jesus Christ 



Tottenham : 
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Where this mark (^) occurs, it denotes a sentence in this Trans- 
lation not having a counterpart in the English Bible. 



Chap. I. i. Love righteousness, ye that judge j^^^, mwtbe^, 
in the earth : think upon the Lord with upright- ^'^^' 
ness of hearts and in simplicity of heart follow after 
him.* 2. He is sought of them that have faith in > Deut. v.ie. 
him : and to them that tempt him not with unbelief f^ "; ^^* 
he will appear. ** 3. By perverse imaginations a la-ivi-i. 
man is separated from Grod : but he that is faithful "*" '^* ^^" 
atid tried will reprove the unwise. 4. Wisdom, 
however, will not enter into wicked souls, nor 
dwell in the body that is subjected to sin. 6. For BeceUand 
the holy spirit of discipline will shun deceit, and ;^^^ 
withdraw from him whose thoughts are without «p«f ef<«» 
understanding : yea, it is driven out when unright- 
eousness cometh in^*" 6. And although Wisdom •jer. iv»22. 
be a merciful spirit, yet will she not acquit of the \^i^ 
sin qf his lips him that is accursed. For God is 
the witness of his thoughts ; and he that is true 
searcheth the heart, and heareth his words. 7. For which juts tiie 
his holy spirit fills the earth, having knowledge Z^^XTan 
(since it cotiiprehehdeth all things) of that which '**^** 
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< Mattxii. 

37. 



Sff, 



• Eccl. X. 20. 



2)iicontent and 
ohainacy to he 
skunnefL 

God made not 
death: 



' Deut. iv. ^3, 

24. 

« Ezek. xviii. 

32. xxxiii. 11. 

Geo. i. 22. 28. 

31. 



which is the 
jmrchase of <m« 
*> Rom. V. 12. 



is uttered tfierein. 8. For this cause cannot he be 
hid who speaketh wickedly : nor shall the just re- 
proof pass by him. 9. But there shall inquisition 
be made of the thoughts of impious men (for the 
hearing of their speeches shall come before the 
Most High) to the condemnation of their ini- 
quity."* 10. For God^s jealousy taketh knowledge 
of all, and the murmurings of disobedience sb^ 
not escape him. li. Keep yourselves therefore 
from unprofitable discontent, and from the perverse 
mutterings of provocation. Since a word uttered 
in secret is not lost in the air : * and lying lips 
bring death to the soul. 

12* Be not obstinate in a wrong way unto de^tb, 
and ye shall not purchase destruction with the 
works of your hands* 13, 14. For God made not 
death. He delighteth not in the destruction of the 
living ^ but hath created all things that they might 
have their being ^ : having provided healing for the 
nations, in which there dwells not an incurable cause 
of destruction ; nor is hell of absolute power upon 
earth. 15. But righteousness alone is immortal, 
* enduring for ever : and death is the purchase of 
sin."* 16. For the wicked by their words and their 
deeds brought it to them. Taking sin for their 
friend, they fell away unto it ; they made a covenant 
with it : and they are worthy of death, for the part 
which they have taken* 



Theuncked 



Chap.il. 1. But the ungodly, reasoning per^ 
S^«o/ '*^ versely, said among themselves. Short as is^ our 
man's life: jjf^^ it is a lifc of wcsiriness. There is no resting- 
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{dace for man at the end, nor is any one known to 

have returned from the grave.*' 2. Why? We »Matt.xxii.23. 

- ,- „ Luke, xvi. 26. 

were made out of nothing ; and shall be hereafter i Cor. xv. 32. 

as though we had never been : since the breath of 

our nostrils is but a vapour, and a mere word is 

t^ spark which puts in motion the heart of man ! 

».. So that our bodies will be as ashes ^ from having m bdkf 

f»ii/»T f 1 ••111 ofaftiXurettate* 

which the fire has gone out ; when the spirit shall , ^„ jji ,9 
bave been dissipated in the light air. 4. Thus will ^<^^- "^ 2^- 
Kfe Tanish as the last trace of a cloud ; and be dis- 
solved as. a mist which is chased before the sun, 
and dispersed by the heat of his rays. Our name 
will be forgotten fiw: ever, and our works no 
man will remember. 5. Our days are like a shadow 
that passeth*" : there is no returning from the end ^iciiroii.xxix. 
of them: the grave is fast seale<^ and no one 
comes back. 

6 Come, then, let us enjoy the good which is Theyresohem, 

o J ^ thu account to 

before us : let us use the creation while youth is efijoythepresetu 
ours. * 7. Let us quaff the choice wine, let us 1 1^ ^^^^ ^g, 
anoint ourselves with most precious ointments. ^^* ^^* 
The/ flower of the spring shall not pass by us. 
8. We will crown ourselves with roses ere they be 
withered, * and search every meadow for new de- 
lights. 9. None of us shall go without his share 
of enjoyment: we will leave in all places the tokens 
of Diir joy. For this is our portion j and that *which 
our destiny confers upon us. 

10. But, for the poor man that is righteous, we andtoopp^en 
will oppress him. ^ We will not spare the widow, „ ^t,^^[i. 
nor respect the gray hairs of the aged. 11. Let ^^' 
our strengtli be the measure of our injustice j since 

B 2 
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that which is feeble is found to be nothing worth. 
■jerv. 26-28. 12. Let US circumvent the just man. ° He is not 
to our purpose : he opposes our doings : he re- 
proaches us for transgressing the law, he casts 
upon us the shame of our untutored breeding. 
13. For his part he pretends to have the know- 
ledge of the Highest, and calls himself a child of 
» Ps. loxii. 6. God. ** 14. He was made to expose our vain 
whose life and thoughts. 16. We cauuot cudure the sight of him ; 
demnthem: his life is SO uulilce our own — his ways so widely 
' John, vii. 7. different ! ** 16. We are esteemed by him but as 
tnflers : he retrains from our customs, as from some 
uncleanness. He tells of the happy death that 
awaits the righteous, and boasts of God as his 
father. 17. Let us try, now, if his words be true. 
Let us see what shall become of him, and know 
Theythreatm what shall be thc mauucr of his end. 18. For 
^\^^if^ God, if he be indeed his son, will take up his cause, 
to death his son. aud dcUver him from the hand of his enemies.*" 

"» P8. xxii. 8. . , . . 1 1 

Matt.xxvii.48. 19. Howevcr let us examme him'Nvith contumely 

and suffering ; that we may know his meekness 

and prove his patience. 20. Let us even condemn 

' John, lix. 7. him to the vilest of deaths *" ; since, as he pretends, 

respect will be had unto him m his extremity. 

The blindness, 21. Such things they did imagine, erring in their 

crueuyqfthe hcarts, bliudcd by their malice. 22. But they 

deviPschUdren. knew uotGod's, covcnaut J nor bore in mind the 

reward of the righteous, nor discerned the honour 

that is reserved for the souls of the just. 23. Foi: 

God created man immortal, having made him after 

his own image. 24. But by the malice of the devil 

came death into the world: and they that are on 

his side will kill, as he does. 
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Chap. III. i. But the souls of the just are with Thetafayand 
God, and the torments of hell shall never reach pense rfo^"^ 
them.' 2. In the eyes of foolish men they were •^'' 
seen to die ; and their end appeared to be in afflic- 
tion. 3. From the path of righteousness they were 
driven out into what seemed to us to be destruc-. 
tion: but they are in peace! 4. And although 
with men, here^ they were in torment, yet is their 
hope fuir of immortality.* 5. Vexed in this life ^scor.y. i. 
with few and short troubles, they shall in many Tit. m. 7/ 
ways be well entreated hereafter. For it was God ^^h^^i^heen, 
who proved them, and who found them worthy of iJ^^S^ 
himself. 6. As gold in the furnace, so did he «^*y»»Aatf 

^ nereafier judge 

try them": as a whole burnt-offering, so did he thenatumi, 
accept them: * and in due season he shall make "Zech.xm. 9. 

f ' Ecdus. ii. 5. 

inquisition for their blood. 7. Tfien shall the just 

shine forth ^: they shall run to and fro as fire in v d^o. »«. 4. 

the stubble. 8. They shall judge the nations and ^*"^'^- ^^ 

rule over many people. Their Lord shall reign 

for ever.^ "'Matt.xir.ss. 

I Cor. vi. *2. 

9. They who trust in the iorrf shall have under- Tiie gifts and 
standing of the truth : the feithful shall receive it ^Zttu^sen: 
in the love of it : for the gift and peace of God is 
to his chosen."" 10. But the impious shall receive totheimjmut, 
correction according to that which they have ^^"^ 
wickedly imagined : even they who have despised 
the just, and departed fi'om the Lord. 11. And Thewoetotitem 
woe to him that hath cast off the discipline of yj^^L 
wisdom! His hope is vain, his labour fruitless^ o/witdom, 
his works shall avail nothing. 12. The wives of The families of 
such are void of understanding, their children most *^"'^«*''*^^- 
wicked. 13. Yea, cursed is their seed. So that // 
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and they are shall be Said, Happy is the barren, and she that is 

Mdu^,whoie undefiled, and hath not known the sinful bed. 

ummgiumemi. She shall have her fruit in the day of recompense 

of holy souls. 14. So shall it be also with the 

eunuch, whose hands have wrought no evit whose 

heart hath not imagined wicked things against 

These shau have God.^ For thcrc shall be given unto him a special 

it^Ii^tT gift of faith ' ; and his lot shall be a most desirable 

iempieo/God^:^ placc in the temple of God. 15. For glorious is 

« 1 Cor. xii. 9. the fruit 01 such good labours ; a plant of wisdom 

• Rom. vi. 22. that shall never degay ! 

while dreadfid 16. But thc childrcu of adulterers shall come to 
^ti^J^th^ nothing : the fruit of their unlawful loves shall be 
wickedly. plucked up by the roots. 17. Or should these at- 
tain to long life, they shall be nothing accounted 
of: their old age shall be without honour. 18. 
And if they die early, it is without hope : for they 
shall be left unacknowledged in the reckoning up 
bDeutxxiii.2. of the peopled 19. For dreadful is the end that 
awaits the nations of them that do wickedly. 

Nobuuy is Chap. IV. i. How is nobility adorned by the 

c/uutuy. chastity of the marriage bed ! This has an impe- 

rishable memorial, cherished alike with God and 
« Prov.xxxi among men.*" 2. While it is present, men take ex- 
"" * ample from it : and when it is withdrawn, they 

regret its loss. It triumpheth and weareth the 
crown, having won the prize of an uncorrupt con- 
The numerous qucst.* 3. But the numerous progeny of impious 
^^«^ Adi men, derived from various stocks, is unprofitable. 
^^^^^' As the fragile growth of the wild underwood 
Rev.ii.io. Strikes no deep root, so shall these want a firm 
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foundation. .4. Atid should they grow in the 
branches with time, yet being insecurely placed, 
they will be shaken by the storm, and uprooted by 
the force of strong winds. 6. Their boughs will be 
broken ofl^ and their unripe fruit thrown down, 
soqr to the taste and good for nothing. 6. For 
the children of such parents will appear against 
them, in evidence of their wickedness, in the day 
of judgment.^ ^"l!"^'''- 

7. And though this righteous man be cut off by The rifrhteous 
a premature death, yet shall he be at rest 8, 9. ^£td^X 
For honourable age is not merely a long life esti- ^^utt^^ 
mated by the number of years ; but wisdom is gray 
hairs to man, and an unblemished life his maturity. 
10. Having pleased God, he became dear unto him; 
but living among sinners, he was translated to hea- 
ven.^ 11. He was taken away suddenly j ere their ' Gen. y. 24. 
malice fould affect his understanding,^ or their de- 
ceitful practices betray his soul.^ 12. For the «isa.ivii. i,2, 
seductions of vanity obscure the good qualities 
' of a man } and the instability of inordinate desire 
corrupts the judgment— free as he may he from 
guile. 13. But he, being early perfected, in a 
short time fulfilled the work of many days. 14. For 
his soul pleased the Lord: and for this cause he 
hasted to take him out of the midst of wickedness. 
15. This the multitude saw and understood it not : 
neither was it in their hearts to consider, how the 
grace of God and his mercy is toward his holy 
ones, and his regard to his elect. 16. So that the ms death con- 
just man's death condemns the life of the wicked^ T^dY'"-^ 
and his few years early completed, the old age of "^^cn. iv. 
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how understand sliiners. 17. They may see the end of the wise ; 
^s^h^in but they cannot comprehend the counsel of God 
J*S Jte^ concerning him, nor understand for what cause the 
fnjl^d^!^ Lord hath placed him in safety. 18. They may 
behold it and despise him ; but God shall mock at 
them. And the time will come when they shall 
fall without honour, and be for ever a reproach 
among the dead. 19. For without a W(H*d speak- 
ing he shall scatter them at a blast, and overturn 
their foundations, and make them a desolation for 
« 2 Kings, lix. ever.' They shall groan with anguish : their me- 
1 chroD. XXI. mory shall perish. 20. They shall come to judg' 
^^' ^^' ment trembling at the remembrance of their crimes, 

and their iniquities shall confrontthem to their shame. 

Thectrntteru' - Chap. V. 1. Thcu shall the righteous stand in 
ofthe^wickedon gTcat bolducss agaiust those who before vexed 
^^^ImJu^^o/ them, and took from them the fruits of their la- 
the righteous, y^^^^ ^ j^ ^^^^^ beholdiug them, will be 

seized with consternation and dread, wondering 
i Luke,xxi.s6. at their sudden and unlooked-for deliverance.^ 3. 

Repenting of their deedSj they will groan for an- 
They confess guish of Spirit; sayiug among themselves. These 
andth^%(u' are they whom at one time we had in derision; 
j'^Z^e^and who wcrc uiito US a proverb and a mockery. 4. 
P^n^abie ^^ ^^^ accouuted their life madness, and their 
'^'^*?, end to be without honour. 6. Behold, now^ how 

pride and nches, ' ' 

they are numbered among the children of God, 
and their lot is with his" holy ones ! 6. It is we, 
therefore, who have departed from the way of 
truth and righteousness. That sun hath not risen 
upon us ; the light of Wisdom hath not shined 
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upon us. 7. We have walked in crooked paths : 
we have wearied ourselves in the way of sin and 
destruction, but the Lord's ways we have not 
known/ 8. Wh^t hath pride effected for us : and f.^sa. wa. lo. 

* hx. 8. 

our boasted riches, what profit have they brought 

unto us ? 9. For all these things have passed as a 

shadow: as a sw^ messenger have they posted 

away.^ 10. Or as a ship going through the waves ; * James, iv- h. 

of which when it is gone there is not a trace to be 

jbund, nor the pathway of the keel Upon the 

waters, ii. Or as a bird flying through the air, 

which leaves no mark of the way by which it went 

along : but while we perceive only the sound of 

its wings, beating the light air and cleaving for it a 

passage by their movement, it is gone. 12. Or as 

an arrow shot at a mark: by which the air being 

divided, it immediately closes behind it ; so that 

we perceive not by what way it has passed. 13. 

So we oursekes as soon as we were born began to 

cease to be: having shown no availing sign of 

worth, having wasted away in our corruptions. 

14. * Thus they converse in hell who have sin- 
ned on earth : for the hope of the ungodly is as 
the light down which the wind taketh away ; or as 
the smoke which is dispersed by the wind : or as 
the froth rising on the waves in a storm : or as the plf'^' ^^* 
memory of a guest which tarrieth but a day.°^ 16. ^jov. x. 25. 
But the just shall live for ever: Their recom- The future 
pense is with the Lord, their remembrance before ^^t^ **^ 
the Most High.*" 16. A well-ordered kingdom ^f^"^^" 
shall these receive, the crown of their hope, at the * Gen, xv. 1. 
hand of their Lord."* For with his right hand shall « ^'^ir. s. 
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he cover tbem^ * and defend them with . his holy 

andhkttenge^ 8X01. 17. Invested with his lealousy as with a 

a^ftnaries. coat of mail, he wiU arm the creation to execute 

vengeance upon his enemies. 18. He will put on 

righteousness for a breastplate, and ri^t judgment 

»i8fciu.i6,i7. ^ j^jj helmet upon his head.** 19, 20. Having on 

his left arm the impenetrable shidd of truth, he will 

sharpen his j^erce anger for ^ spear. The earth 

shall %ht on his side against wicked men void of 

imderstanding. 

21. Then shall the right-aiming thunderbolts 
go abroad, and from the clouda as from a well- 
drawn bow shall they fly to the mark. 22. His 
heavy wrath shall fall on them as great hail : the 
sea and the rivers shall contend, coming fiercely 
upon them. 23. Against them shall rise a great 
iJr^Vi!* ^^* tempest, and a whirlwind shall scatter them.* Thus 
19-21. shall he reduce to a wilderness the whole land of 

Exod. XV. 10. 

judge8v.2o,2i. the evil-doers : thus shall their widkedness over- 
throw the seats of the mighty. 

Chap. VI. 1. * Wisdom avails more than strength, 
^^^^^^ and the prudent man than the brave. Hear there- 
"^^^Z^^ fore, O ye kings, and understand : be instructed, 
from whom they ye that judgc the €nds of the earth/ 2. Give ear, 
power. ye that rule many people, and who glory in the mul- 

' !*»• "• *o. titudes over which the Lord hath given you domi- 
• Rom. xm. 1. j^^^^* ^ TMs youT powcr is of the Most High ; 
who will search out your thoughts, and bring you 
^2w* ainst *^ account for your actions. 4. Since, being the 
?*^^^»» ministers of his kingdom, you have not judged up- 
rightly, nor kept the law of righteousness, nor 
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wdked according to the counsel of God : i B. Hor- 
ribly and suddenly will he appear to you.* For tLuie^.47. 
the severest judgment will pass tipon those who 
have sat in the highest places. 6. The mean man 
may be spared, but the poweriul shaU be mightily a!^^!2i^s shau 
tormented. 7. For the Lord will hold no man's ^ij^^fj!^ 
person exempt, seeing he is Lord of 4II, and feareth ^^^^^^^ 
none for his greatness : having made both the small " Deut x. 17. 
and great, and caring, alike for all.** 8. Wherefore job, xiiiv'19.' 
for them that are strong be hath prepared tthe ^^"'•""^• 
stronger coercion. . ff^^ii 

9. To you therefore, O ye kings, are my words msdomtooit 
addressed : that ye may learn wisdom and >not easu^l!^^^ 
perish. 10. For they that have k«pt the law of ufZ'hJ^'^ 
righteousness will be judged with equity : and 
these, having learned the^things that are just, will 
find wherewith to make answer. ' 11. Set your ^ Rom. ii. 
affections therefore upon my words : receive them '^"^^* 
with desire, and you shall find instruction.'' 12. yp>.m. 97. 
For wisdom is illustrious, and her fame decayeth 
not. She is easily seen of such as love her, and 
found of them that seek after her. "^ 13. She pre- *Deut.xxx.ii. 
venteth them that desire her, that she may first 
make herself known to these. 14* Whoso riseth 
early to enquire for her shall have no great labour : 
for he shall find her sitting at her doors. 15, 16. 
For shegoeth about seeking such as are worthy of 
her. ^ To these she wiU shew herself with a cheerful ^ P">^- «• 

1—6. 

countenance, and be with them by forethought at 
all seasons. To be careful for her is, then, the ' 
perfection of reason : and he that watcheth for her | 
shall speedily find himself in safejty. 
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The desire of 17. AxL eamcst desire to be instructed is the be- 
l^^an ginning of the attainment of wisdom. For the love 
SJ^^!"^**^ of learning excites to application, and causes dis- 
cipline to be observed. 18, 19. Now the keeping 
of the law bringeth to uncorruptness ; and uncor- 
ruptness maketh us near to God. 20. So tliat the 
desire of wisdom is the way to an everlasting king- 

21. If then, O ye rulers of the people, your de- 
light be in thrones and sceptres, let your pursuit 
be after wisdom; and, ye kings,]|love the light 
• 1 Kings, ill. thereof, that ye may reign for ever ! * 22. As for 
wisdom, her being and original, I will relate of 
them ; I will not hide from you the sacred things 
of God, but will search out her birth, and bring to 
light the knowledge of her. I will not pass over 
the truth. 23. Neither will I give myself a prey 
to consuming envy : for such an one shall not be a 
partaker of her riches. 24. For in the multitude 
of men of understanding is the welfare of the earth : 
and a wise king is the security of his people. 

Thehmgwas Chap. VII. (vi. 25.) Reccivc iustruction, then, 
man^wcethereu through my words, and it shall be profitable unto 
Ad^T^"^ you. 1. For I myself am a mortal man, like the 
rest of the earthly race of him that was first 
formed. 2, 3. And was conceived and bom and 
drew in the common air in like manner as all 
others, uttering my first voice in crying. 4. And 
was nursed in swaddling-clothes with many cares. 
6. Neither is there any king that has had ariy other 
kind of beginning or birth. 6. For there is to all 
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men but one way of entrance into life ; and the 
like oftheir going out*" 7. With my desire, there- andwkmhe 
fore, came the use of the understanding unto me : ^T^^ 
and when I prayed, the spirit of wisdom entered ^^^'^'' 
into me.***" 8. Which I esteemed above all thrones i Tim. e, i 
and kingdoms, reckoning nothing of riches in ^^J^^ings, m. 
comparison of it 9* Not any precious stone wkwh he esteem- 
could I compare with this : for gold itself was as eanhitf thmgi, 
the sand, and silver as an heap qf clay, before it.*' c j^b^ ^^n^ 
10. More than health, ^ea, more than the hope of ^^]in.i4,i5. 
life did I value it. It was to me above the light ^- *°* "• 
of the sun : for it will never be extinguished, li. and together 
Together with this came all other good things unto meM^jMT 
me, and riches beyond my power to estimate.** 12. ^^^ .„ ^^ 
And in all thinirs did I reioice : for Wisdom had 2^^- "?• ^^* 

® "^ Matt, vu 33. 

still the pre-eminence j though I knew not as yet 

how every precious thing was produced out of 

her. 13. But that which I have learned of her He deoareth 

in simplicity I freely communicate : not hiding ^^H^^, 

the nobility of Wisdom. I4. Infinite are the trea.;;j^J^^^^ 

sures she bestows upon men : and they who use ^i^^' 

them aright are made partakers of the friendship 

of God * ; being honoured for the gifts receivedT^. coi. a, % s. 

through instruction. 15. As for me^ God hath 

granted me to conceive worthily and to speak 

with discretion of the gift bestowed upon me. 

For he it is that leadeth into wisdom, and cor- 

recteth them that are .learned. 16. Seeing that 

we, with our words, are in his hand; together 

with all knowledge, and the direction of every 

work of understanding.^ ' Matt. xiH. 52. 
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Bit knowledge 
of nature, pro- 
phecies, man- 
neHj and td^ 
encei. 



The characters 
of that pure in* 
tdUgencehe 
found in the 
Wisdom of 
God: 

« 1 Kings, iv. 
29—84. 



i> Matt. X. 16. 



which is his 
image g 



an emanation of 
the Everlasting 
Light, ; 

>Ephe8.Y. 13. 
John, i. 4, 5. 9* 
Heb. i. 1—3. ' 
1 John, i. 5. 



17. Thus did: Grod hitmelf bestow ob loe til& 

certain knowledge of things as they are : that £3, 
to know the stiucture of the earth, and the virtues 
of the elements: 18. the beginning, middle, and 
end of the ages, with their vicissitudes and revohi* 
tions; the accomplishment of prophecies, and the 
changes in the manners qf men. 19, 20^ 21. I 
learned also the divisions of time by the course of 
liie year and the disposition of the stars: the 
natures of animsds, the fierceness of wild beasts, 
the force of the winds, the various opinions of 
mankind : the differing species of plants and 
virtues of roots : with whatsoever else belongs to 
science, whether abstruse or more easy to be dis- 
covered.' 22, 23. For the great Former of all 
things himself taught me wisdom. And in it I 
found that intelligence which is one, yet manifold ; 
subtile, 1/et modest ; copious and various^ yet un- 
comipt and stedfast ; mild, gentle, good ; acute, 
t/et forbidding the exercise of no kind affection ; 
humane) benign, stable, certain, secure ; having in 
it all virtues ; perceiving all things, and taking to 
itself every pure, subtile intelligent spirit.' 24. For 
Wisdom is more swift than all motion : reaching 
throughout all by reason of its purity. 25. It is 
indeed the going forth of the power of God : a 
certain emanation of the brightness of the Omni- 
potent God, which is so pure that no unclean thing 
can mingle with it. 26. For it is the shining of 
the Everlasting Light j the unspotted image of 
God, of hi? greatness and of his goodness alike.' 
27. Which being in itself one, can yet become all 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IS 

things ; and Femaming in itself unchanged, maketh ! 
all things new : and passing by a secret birth into 
holy souls, maketh them prophets and friends of 
God 28. For he loveth none but them in whom j . 
wisdom dwells.^ ISS''*"* 

29. Wisdom is fairer then the sun, and more 
perfect than the starry heavens. Being compared 
with the light, she excels it : for to this succeeds the 
darkness of night. Chap. VIII. (vii. 30.) JBut againsi which 
malice shall not prevail against Wisdom.*" i. Be-i prevau. 
cause that from the beginning to the end shd * Matt. xn. is. 
abides in strength, disposing aU things for the. bestl 

2. Her. have I loved, and made choice of h^^ Having made 
from my youth, and sought to espouse her to myj^f^^^^^j^^ 
self J having become an admirer, of her beauty.l ^^J^^^ 
3. She indeed may boast of nobility, for she hathr*^*- 
dwelt with God j and the Lord of all himself hath j| 
loved her. 4. She teachejhjus dis^^ 
la3retli out his works. \ 6. If, then, riches be thy 
pursuit in life, what is a greatier possession than 
wisdom, which will purchase all things? 6. If 
thou wouldst operate i with the understanding, 
what faculty is more powerful than wisdom itself? 
7. Does any one love righteousness? Here, too, 
her labour availeth much. For she teacheth so- 
briety: she teacheth prudence and justice, and 
temperance; than which things none dte more 
useful to mankind.' 8. Is it the abundance of * Acts, xxm 

24 25. 

knowledge that is desired ? She knoweth the past, j^^ e:^,erience 
she judgeth of the future : she understandeth the ^^^^^ 
subtile turns of an argument, and can unravel all 
its intricacies. She perceiveth signs and wonders. 
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and ea^lakieth events beforehand: j^a she fore- 
sheweth them for future ages. 

9. I purposed therefore to take her home to 
myself: knowing that she would hold commu- 
nication with me of good ; and that her convers- 
ation would be the solace of my thoughtful and 
i lonely state. 
his expectationt ^ 10. For her sakc (said I within myself) I ^^^ ^ 
Idimuage^ houourcd by the people, and held in esteem of the 
**''^*^' antients. il. Though but a youth, I shall be 

* 1 Kings, ill. found to have discernment "" : I shall be admired 
^ in the presence of the powerful, in the sight of 

princes. 12. Who, while I remain silent, will wait 

for me, and when I speak will have regard to me : 

Should I say much, they will lay the hand upon 

■ Job, MIX. p Jheir mouth." 13. Moreover, through her I shall 

^~^^ j obtain immortality, and leave an eternal remem- 

j brance to those who shall come after me. 14. I 

shall put in order the multitudes of mankind : the 

nations will be subject unto me. 15. Kings, dread- 

• Dm. iL 46. fill in powevy when they hear me will be afraid.? 

IT. «. VI. . J ^^m be a benefactor to the people, and power- 
ful against their enemies. 16, Then, when I come 
home to my house, I will repose with Wisdom. 
For in her converse there is no bitterness, nor is 
her company wearisome, but a source qf joy and 
pleasure. 

Bit search i^fi^ 17, 18. Considering these things, and remem- 
bering what I had said^ that Wisdom received into 
the mind abides for ever : that her friendship 
aflTords an exquisite delight : that her works pur- 
chase honour without alloy : that in the main- 
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tenance of her controversies there is to be found 
improvement, and a high reputation in the com- 
munication of her discourses, I went about seeking 
how I might obtain her for myself. 19, 20. I was 
an ingenious youth, endowed with good dispo- 
sitions : and that I might be the better formed, 
there was joined to this vigorous mind a healthy 
constitution of body. 21. But being aware that I 
could not otherwise receive wisdom than as the gift 
of God**, (and this was a point of the highest wisdom, « jam. i. s, 
to know from whom this gift was to be received,) 
I addressed myself to God with supplication, and prayer to 
and from the bottom of my heart prayed thus : fathers to grant 

her to him as his 
guide injudg' 

Chap. IX. l. O God of my fathers, most mer- "^' 
ciful Lord! who hast made all things by thy 
word ^ ; 2. who in thy wisdom formedst man to p john, i. s. 
rule this thy creation, that he might govern the ^** ""' ^' 
earth with justice and equity, and in uprightness 
of heart do just judgment therein ; 3. grant me 
Wisdom, thy assessor in the seat of judgment. 
Reject me not from the number of thy children. 
5. For I thy servant, and the son of thine hand- 
maid, am a feeble mortal, of few years, and but a 
child in the understanding of thy law and judg- 
ments. *" 6. And should even the most perfect of ' i Kings, iii. 
the sons of men be forsaken of thy Wisdom, he Ps. lixxvi. fe. 
would be nothing accounted of. 7. Since thou *^*^** 
hast chosen me, to set me over thy people, and made r j chron. 
me a judge of thy sons and daughters ' ; 8. and ^h^n. i. 9. 
hast commanded me to build a temple in thine andespedaUy 
holy mountain, and an altar in the city where thou ^^uLtemj^ 
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in Goitt hdif 
mountain, 

* 2 Sam. Tiii. 
12, IS. 



* Prov. viii. 22, 



■ Isa. «1. 13. 
Rom. xi. 34. 



Man* s weakness, 

ignorance, and 

irresolution, are 

to be rectified iy 

God* s saving 

wisdom' 

' 2 Cor. V. 1. 4. 



'^ 1 Cor. ii. Id 



' lCor.i.SS,S 
Heb. xiii. 8. 



dwellest ; the likeness of thy holy tabernacle, which 
thou didst prepare from the beginning : • 9. And 
since with thee is thy Wisdom; who hath been 
witness of thy works, and was with thee when 
thou madest the world ^ ; who knoweth what is 
well pleasing in thy sight, and what by thy com- 
mandment thou hast directed to be done: 10* 
Send her from thy holy heavens, from the throne 
of thy greatness} that she may abide and work 
with me: that I may know what things will be 
acceptable unto thee. ii. For she knoweth and 
undei-standeth all; and will guide me with dis- 
cretion in my undertakings and preserve me by 
her power. 12. Thus shall my works be accepted, 
i shall order thy people in righteousness, and shall 
be found worthy of my father's seat. 13. For 
what man can find out the counsel of God, or 
know his will, except he reveal it?^ 14. For the 
thought of man is irresolute and his forecast 
uncertain. 15. For the corruptible body weighs 
down the spirit: and by the straitness of this 
earthly tabernacle the soul is hindered in her 
many cogitations. ^ 16. So that with difficulty da 
we apprehend that which is on earth ; and scavpehf 
with labour of thought find out the things which 
are before us. But the things which are in heaven 
who shall search out.^ 17. And what thy mind is, 
who shall know unless thou give him Wisdom, and 
end thine holy spirit from on high ? " 18. If haply 
thiis may be made straight the way of them that walk 
on earth ; and men may learn the things that please 
thee. For by Wisdom have they been saved, whosot 
ever have pleased thee, O Lord, from the beginning.' 
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Ghap. X. 1. She it was who preserved him thsit what thu saving 
was first formed («), the father of mankind when he ^dam, 
was alone; and delivered him from the punish^ 
fnent of his transgression, 2. *She drew him out of 
the pollutions of the earth, and gave him power to 
rule the creatures/ 8. But the unrighteous man ^ Gen. i. ss. 
departed from her in his anger ; and the bonds of 
bf otherfiood were broken by a wrathful homicide/ * Gen. iv. s. 
4. And when, because of wickedness a flood was fir Noah, 
prepared to lay waste the earth. Wisdom again 
kept safe the just, though on a contemptible vessel 
of wood, under her guidance. 5. She too, when fir Abraham, 
the nations were lifted up in a conspiracy of pride*, 'Gen.xi.4— 9. 
sought out the just man, and preserved him un- 
molested for God, shewing great regard to his de- 
scendants* 6. Again, when fire came down from fin- Lot, 
heaven upon the five cities, she rescued the just by 
flight from the midst of impious men about to 
perish/ 7. In testimony of whose wickedness there b Gen. xh. le. 
yet remains a smoking desert, and trees bearing ^ Peter, 11.7. 
iruit out of season (i), and the memorial of an 
unbelieving person, standing a pillar of salt/ 8. « oen. xix. 26. 
For they, transgressing the law 0/^ Wisdom, not 

(a) It is remarkable that throughout this, and the two fol- 
lowing chapters, in which allusion is continually made to the 
patriarchs individually, to the people of God, and to their 
enemies the Egyptians and Canaanites, none of these are men- 
atoned by name. — Ed. 

{b) ** Et incerto tempore fructus habentes arbores." — Vulgate* 
Kat aTtKtfnv «pa<^ yca^wo(po^8vra<p wa,-— 'Sept. That is, bearing fruit 
out of season, or at the incomplete season : to wit, from the 
internal heat of the plain, which yet smoked with subterranean 
fire. — JBflT. 

C 2 
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for Jacob f 

<* Gen. xxfiii. 
5. 12. 



* Gen. zzz. 43. 
xxxi. 1—16. 



' Gen. xxzii. 24. 



forjotepht 



' Gen. xxxvii. 
28. 

^ Gen. xxxix. 
20. 



1 Gen. zli. 



for the whole 
people of Israel, 



only fell into that state that they knew not what 
was good, but also left behind them such a memo- 
rial to mankind of their folly, as that the tres- 
passers in these things could not be hid. 9. But 
Wisdom will ever free them from trouble who give 
heed unto her. lo. Thus, when the just man fled 
from his enraged brother **, she led him by a plain 
path, and showed him the kingdom of God, and 
gave him to know the holy ones. She enriched 
him in his servitude, and gave him the fruits of his 
labour, li. When he was defrauded by treacher- 
ous dealing she was with him, and turned it to his 
advantage. 12. She defended him against his ene- 
mies, and kept him safe from them that would have 
turned him out of the way : and gave him strength 
to wrestle ^ that he might prevail; and might 
know that Wisdom is mightier than all things be- 
side. 13. When the righteous was sold she forsook 
him not, but delivered him out of the hands of 
sinners. She went down with him into the pit^ 
14. She left him not, though he was put in fet- 
ters **, until she brought him to sway the sceptre of 
the kingdom ; giving him the mastery over those 
who had oppressed him ' ; and showing them to 
be liars that had defamed him : thus making per- 
petual his own glory. 

16. Wisdom delivered the righteous generation, 
the blameless people, from the nation that op- 
pressed them. 16. She entered into the soul of the 
servant of the Lord, and stood with him against 
kings dreadful in power : and that with signs and 
wonders. 17. She rendered also to the just the 
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wages of their labour, and led them forth after a j Exod.i. 17. 
miraculous manner, ; being with them by day in a "11.^1^22. 
covering of cloud, and in a light of stars by night.^ xiii.^siTll.' 
18. She brought them through the Red Sea, carry- attheRedSea, 
ing them through great waters. 19, But their 
enemies she drowned, while she brought up these 
from the depths below to dry land^ 20. The ^ Exod xiv. 
righteous, therefore, took the spoils of the wicked, ^^"'^'* 
and sang praises, O God ! to thy holy name ; ex- 
tolling the might of thy victorious arm. 21. For 
Wisdom opened the mouth of the dumb, and made 
even the tongues of little children eloquent in thy 
praise} ' Exou. xv. 

1—19. 

Chap. XI. i. Wisdom ruled their proceedings a^*rf m tiw de^ 
ynder the hand of thy holy prophet. 2. When ^try^ofu^s, 
they went through the uninhabited wilderness, 
and pitched their tents in desert places. 3. They 
stood against their enemies, and avenged them- 
selves of such as opposed their passage.^ 4. And «» Exod. xvii. 
when they suifered from thirst, they called upon JilTmb. xxi. 
thee, and there was given them water from the top 2^""^^- 
of the rock : they were satisfied out of the hard 
stone." 5. By which means also their enemies Thedifferem 
were distressed, being in want of water to drink ; Aim^htyJuh 
while the children of Israel rejoiced in plenty. ^an/ti^'^J^.. 
The one beinff destitute . where with the others it ^^' 

„ ^ , *» Exod. xvii. 

went well. 6. For to these wicked men thou i-e. 
gavest, in place of an ever-flowing stream, ajbun- 1-.T1.' "* 
tain of human blood, (c) 7. And they who were to 

(c) This may have reference to the defeat of the Amalekites 
in Rephidini, where Moses smot€ the rock for water. —Eef. 

c 3 
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* ExocLxTU. 
14^16. 



The idolatry of 
the former was 
punished by a 
plague of the 
very things they 
worshijiped. 



' Numb. zxi. 6. 






have been brought low, by delivering up their 
infants to be slain, had now given unto them, 
beyond their hope, an abundant supply qf waten 
8. Proving to them, by the thirst which they had 
endured, how thou couldst exalt thy own people, 
while thou killedst their enemies. 9. For these 
being under trial, though indeed mercifully dealt 
with, were permitted to see how the ungodly, who 
were judged in thy wrath, were toimented. ic 
The one thou didst prove and admonish as a fa- 
ther : the other thou didst examine and condemn, 
as a king in his rigour." ii. And those, whether- 
present or absent, were vexed alike. 12. Being 
seized with double- distress ; groaning with present 
pain, and with remembrance of the past. 18. But 
when they heard that, during their own distress, 
thy people were at ease, they called to mind the 
Lord; wondering at the event of the thing. 14. 
And him whom they had, in that state of cruel 
exposure, treated with scorn, they now in the end 
admired. 

15. But with the righteous nation thou didst deal 
otherwise for their transgressions. For whereas 
some of them, erring through the perverseness of 
their imaginations, worshipped useless dumb beasts 
.and serpents, thou didst send among them a multi- 
tude of these for their chastisement.^ 16. That 

\ they might know that by those, things wherein a 
man sins, by these also he may be punished. 17, 

r-«i8, 19. For it was certainly possible for thine A1-. 
mighty hand, which formed the world out of unseen 
matter, to have let. loose upon them a multitude 
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of bears or fierce lions, or of new and unknown 

kinds of wild beasts, full of rage ; breathing out 

fiery sulphurous vapours, and darting from their 

eyes horrible sparks of fire : of which not merely 

the biting should rend them in pieces, but the very 

^pect strike them dead with fear. 20. Yea, with- Thepower, 

out these, they might have been destroyed at one 

blast, and scattered by a whirlwind of thy power : 

being pursued to destruction *, according to that 

which themselves afterwards did to the others. 

But thou didst dispose all things by number, and wisdom, 

measure, and weight. 21. For to thee alone be- 

longeth might at all times. And who may resist 

the strength of thine arm ? 22. Since the whole 

^arth, before thee, is but as a small weight in the 

balance ** ; or as the dew-drop that lieth at sunrise « isa. xi. 15. 

on the ground. 23. And thou art merciful to all, and mercy 0/ 

as having power over all ; and passest by the of- pens^JHio ' 

fences of them that are penitent. 24. For thou ^""^'^ 

lovest all things that are, and hatest none of thy , 

creatures. Nor hast thou formed any of them to 

be an abomination unto thee. 25. And how could 

any thing have endured but by thy will : or how 

could that have subsisted which thou hadst not 

called for? 26. But thou art merciful to all: for 

they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of souls ! 

Chap. XII. 1. How good and how merciful, xfie Lord being 
O Lord, is thy spirit unto us ! 2. Therefore thou ^Zsbld^rees 
dost administer correction by degrees to them that oM/o^-zL^y. 
are out of the way ; admonishing and informing 
them of those things wherein they offend, that for- 

c 4 
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The iniquities 
of the ancient 
infiabitants of 
the holt/ land 
described^ for 
which God de- 
stroyed them by 
Utile and Utile 
by the hands of 
the Israelites* 

' Deut. xii. 
SI, 32. 
Lev. xviii. 



Yet even to 
these f though a 
cursed seed from 
the beginning 
and incorrigible, 
was granted a 
^Mce for repent* 



* Gen. ix. 25. 
Deut. xxyii. 16* 



fFe are not to 
caU in q^aestion 
God'sjudg" 
fnentSf whose 
power is the 
fountain of 
justice: 

^ Rom. ix. 20. 



saking their wickedness they might believe in thee, 
O Lord! 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. And thdSe ancient inhabit- 
ants of thine holy land, whom thou didst abhor 
for their wicked works, which they wrought before 
thee ; for their poisonings and iniquitous sacrifices : 
those unmerciful slayers of their own children, who 
t/et scrupled not to give being to such an helpless 
ofl&pring ' ; those devourers of the blood and en- 
trails of men, whom thou didst determine to 
destroy from the midst of thine holy things, by the 
hands of our forefathers ; that the land which thou 
preferredst before all the earth might receive a 
colony of thy children worthy of it : 8. Even 
these thou didst spare as men : and sentest hornets 
before thine army, to drive them out by little and 
little. 9. Not that thou wast unable by war to 
subject the impious to the just; or to extemainate 
them by one rough word, or at once by the 
teeth of cruel beasts to slay them, lo, ii. But 
because, condemning by degrees, thou gavest them 
space to repent. Not being ignorant, however^ how 
wicked a race they were, how malicious by nature, 
and incapable of ever changing their minds : for it 
was a cursed seed from the beginning.' Neither 
was it because thou fearedst any one, that thou 
didst grant them any kind of pardon for their ini- 
quities. 12. For who may say unto thee. What 
doestthou?^ Or who may resist thy judgments; 
or abide in thy sight, who art the avenger of in- 
justice upon all men ? Or who shall impute blame 
to thee, when nations perish which thou hast 
made? 
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13. Nor is there any other God beside thee, 
whose Providence is over all. Wherein thou dost 
demonstrate the justice of thy judgments. 14. So 
that no king or ruler may come before thee, to 
enquire concerning those whom thou hast given to 
destruction. 16. For being just thou disposest 
all things aright, and him whom thou dost not 
deliver np to be punished thou dost yet condemn, 
and esteem an alien from thy kingdom. 16. For 
thy power is the fountain of justice : and being 
Lord of all, thou settest forth a pardon for all that 
repent. 17. And dost display thy might to them 
by whom thou wast not believed to be perfect in 
might : and them that in their audacity refused to 
acknowledge thee, thou dost bring down. 

18. For thou, the Lord of might, dost rule thy huttoieam 
people in peace, administering thy government -^J^tte*, and 
with all clemency. Since it is with thee to show "Zt^^^ 
power whensoever it pleaseth thee. 19. And thou ''*^' 
teachest them, by these thy proceedings, how it. be- 
hooveth them to be kind as well as just to each 
other. And for that in judging sinners thou givest 
them time for repentance, thou makest thy children 
to be of good courage toward thee^ 20, 21. For if " Rom.ix. 22. 
thou didst with so much deliberation punish, and 
wast so willing to deliver, the enemies of thy ser- 
vants, them that were - condemned to death, af- 
fording time and space wherein they might haye 
been converted from their wicked way, with how 
great circumspection wilt thou not judge thine own 
children, whose forefathers thou didst take into 
covenant with thee by an oath ; giving them pro- 
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TMejmnish'' 
merUi ir^picted 
on idolatert by 
meant of the 
olifects of their 
filte worship 
force them to 
acknowledge the 
true OodfUnd 
may thiu bring 
an end to their 
condemnation* 

"" Rom. i.S3.- 



mises of good things ? 22. And to this end, while 
thou gently correctest us, thou dost severely cha&s 
tise our enemies^ that in judging each other we 
should remember thy goodness j and when we are 
judged of thee should hope for mercy. 23. For to 
them who in their lives were wicked and foolish, 
thou didst administer extreme punishment by those 
very Jalse gods which they had worshipped. 24. 
While they were the longer kept in error by taking 
for gods the most useless of animals ^ ; living in the 
world a:s children, void of understanding. 25. 
Wherefore as froward children thou didst in their 
very punishments deride them. 26. And they that 
would not by contumely and reproaches be re- 
claimed, at length deservedly came to suflfer God's 
judgments. 27. And since they would not endure 
to be chastised by those things in which while at 
ease they had offended, now, being destroyed by 
them whom they had taken for gods, they were 
forced to acknowledge the true God ; him, whom 
before they had denied, (rf) In which way also 
may come an end of their condemnation, (e) 



Uan^iUfBit 
vain without the 
knowledge of the 
true God, whose 
power and good' 
nessaremani- 
fist in.his works* 
^ Isa. xUv. 20. 
* Rom. i. 18, 



Chap. XIII. i. Vain indeed is the Ufe of 2XL 
men in whom there is not the true knowledge of 
God. ^ Who from the things which are seen to be 
good have not been able to conceive aright of that 
which is goodness itself^ ; nor, whife they viewed 

(d) " In his enim quae patiebantur molest^ ferebant, in quibus 
impatientes indignabantur.*" — Vtdgate. 

(e) " Propter quod et finis condemnationis eorum veniet super" 
mo^y—Vulgflte* 
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the work, to acknowledge the architect; 2. But 
have thought that either fire, or the wind, the swift 
air, or the stars in their courses, or the vast deep, 
or the sun and moon, were the deities presiding 
over the world. ^ 3. With the appearance of which y Deot^ ir, 19. 
if they being delighted take thera to be gods, let jX' xxjl 
them reflect how much more glorious must be the *^"^®- 
Ruler of them all: he from whom all the forms of 
things proceed. * 4. Or if it be the power and »p»,xcit. 
operations of these which they admire, let them "" 
hence understand how much he excels in strength 
who made them. 5. For in the vastness and 
beftuty of the creatures the Creator is manifestly • Ps. viii. 
seen. * 6. These were, however, in some sort less 2%^ who hdd 

the dementt and 

to be condemned: nay, they perhaps were en' planets to be 

quiring after God and would willingly have found LruiaA^uJJT 

him. 7. (For such, being conversant with his iUrlledZ, 

works and searching them out, may have come to ^r^^o^ 

be persuaded of their excellence. (^) 8. But again, JjJ^^!^^ 

even these will not God excuse. 9. Since, if they *«'"'*•• 

were able to discover so much as to have a just 

conception of the universe, why did they not more 

easily discern the Lord of all ? **) 10. But the «» Rom. i. si. 

truly miserable, and they whose hope is with the 

dead, are the worshippers of the works of men's 

hands. Whose gods are of silver and gold, formed 

after the fancy of the workman, or in the likeness 

of some animal : or a worthless piece of marble, 22—25. '' 

the work of some sculptor of old. *^ , 

(g) To wit, of their infinite superiority to those of man. 
" Qjuam bona sunt quae videntur." — Vulgate* 



Ps. cxT. 4 — 8. 
cxxxv. 15 — 18. 
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li. Or perchance the carpenter has been cutting 
down a tree in the forest, the bark of which be 
hath carefully stripped off: and then setting him* 
self diligently to work hath made out of it some 
wboie proceed' utcusU for the commou purposes of life. 12. Then, 
idou which they with the chips and refuse of the wood, hath cooked 
Hdvet^arec^ his victuals. 13. And finding among the latter a 
^^J^^*^' part of the tree which is crooked and full of knots, 
and fit for nothing else, hath set himself in his 
leisure time to carve it : shaping it, by the help 6f 
some skill in this art, into the likeness of a human 
being : 14. Or making it to resemble some other 
animal, he stains it with his alkanet (h\ or paints it 
with red painl^ first carefully covering every knot 
with the colour. 15, 16. Lastly, he makes for it a 
house worthy of such an inhabitant ; which he 
fixes against the wall, securing it with iron fasten- 
ings that it fall not: looking well to that pointy 
knowing how unable it is to help itself. For it is 
an image he will own, and hath need of such a 
-isa-icuv. stay!** 

xiVi!?. 17. Yet of this will he enquire and to this make 

vows, whether for his property, or for children, or 
for marriage. He is not ashamed to speak to that 
which hath no life in it. 18. He prays for health to 
that which in itself is thus infirm ; and for life to 
that which is dead ; and for aid to that which can 

(h) Used to this day by the cabinet-maker, to give a 
mahogany tint to his beech or other white wood ; as is also red 
lead by the hedge carpenter for painting his carts, ploughs, 
harrows, and wheelbarrows, but I am not sure, whether his 
crucifixes also. — Ed, 



Jer, X. 3 — 5» 
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avail nothing. He asks a good journey of that 
which cannot set a foot forward. 10. And seeks 
for gain and for success in his labour, and for a 
good issue to every undertaking, to that which can 
effect no purpose whatsoever. 

Chap. XIV. i. Again, a man purposing to go a The superstition 
voyage, and beginning to shape his course over the ''^'«^^'- 
rough seas on a poor piece of wood, prays to a yet 
more crazy and rotten idol Jbr success^ 2. For as • jonah, i. 5. 
desire of gain first suggested that to the merchant^ ^<^»**™-"- 
so this the carver in his wisdom hath formed for 
him ! 3. But thy providence, O Father, from the neprowdence 
first hath governed all things. For thou didst open t^^^^^^ 
to thy people a way through the sea, a most firm ^^ *^^^\ 
path amidst the waters of the Red Sea : 4. show- «» "^^^ <** 

f , . „ , , . , IsraelUes passed 

mg them that m all dangers thou art mighty to the Red sea 

, , 11 -I • 1 without shiih- 

save: even when men have walked mto the sea ping: 
without a vessel to carry them.\i) 5. But thy f Exod. xiv. 22. 
wisdom works not thtis without an end in view. ^^' *"• 

14 — 17. 

Wherefore we trust our lives to a thin plank and 2 Kings, ii. 14. 
are safe, crossing the sea in a ship. 

6. So in early time, when it was determined and when tiie 
that the proud race of giants should perish, the ^idng^^i^' 
hope of the world, betaking themselves ^to/Aeir ^a^e^!j«r 
vessel, gave to an after age the succession of that ^"^^J^^^ ^'** 
family which was under the government of thy 
hand.^ 7. Thus, blessed is the wood which is the % Gen. vi. 4. 
instrument of thy righteousness. 8. But cursed is X^o-26!^'* 
every idol the work of men's hands, and cursed are ?"'/"::?• «^ 

J ' Luke, ui. 23.36. 

(i) " Etiam si sine rate aliquis adeat mare." — Vulgate* 
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A atfm on tbey that make them. The maker, because he did 
their works, J^h the evU : and that i^hich he calls his god, it being 
SiTS^'^ b"ta "^ere piece of wood': 9. Both are an aborai- 
pracitcet : notiou to God, the impious idolater and his impiety * 
In. xi?i. 1, 2. alike.* lo. Therefore let the work be committed 
jer.'xivi. 25. to the flames, and let him be punished that made 
' ^ "^' ^- it 11. And let none have regard to the idols of 
3Exod.ixfiii3. the heathen.^ For they are made in insult to the 
creation of God j to tempt the souls of men, and 
ensnare the feet of the unwary. 12. For the fol- 
lowing after these idols is the beginning of fbmL- 
cation ; and whoso finds them out Jinds the voay to 
corruption of morals. 13. They existed not in 
the beginning, neither will they endure for ever. 
14» The vain mind of map invented and brought 
them into the world : so that they are found to be 
but of short duration. 
ikeori^ of 15* Thus, some parent, mourning bitterly for 4 

^ ^JT^ son who hath been taken from him, makes an image 
''*^*^ oiJus child: and him, who before was to hisfamilg 

^ a dead man, they now begin to worship ad a 
god; rites and sacrifices being instituted, to be 
observed by his dependents. 16. And in process 
of time, custom having estaUished these as law; 
an image set up by an impious tyrant receives 
^Dui.ui.1— t;. divine honours."" 17. Or men, being unable to 
render such respect in their presence to those who 
dwelt rouote from them, and having received their 
likeness brought from far, have proceeded to make 
a conspicuous image of any king to whom they in- 
clined to pay divine honours : by which means, 
though absent, the ruler receives their solicitous 
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homage, as though present with them. 18. The 
exquisite pains bestowed by the artist has Ukewise 
<5ontributed to this worship of the absent, by igno- 
' rant men.* 19. For being willing to give perfect i A^ts, xix. 
satisfaction to him for whom he doth it, he avails ^*""^^ 
himself of all the resources of his art, to produce a 
perfect resemblance. 20. Thus the multitude, al- 
lured by the beauty of the statue, come to regard 
as a god him whom before they honoured but as 
man. 21. And this hath been the great ddusion 
of humanity : that out of affection f(yr the dead^ 
or subserviency to their rulers, men have given to 
stocks and stones the incommunicable name of 
God. (Jc) 

22. Nor did their error stop at this great igno^ The wicked 
ranee of the Deity. For while thus involved in m'^^^, 
the many and great evils of a conflict with dark* ^e^^^*" 
ness, they deemed this state a state of peace. 23. ^^^^^ 
And while they sacrificed their children "*, or per- ^'^^' 
formed secret rites, or kept vigils full of mad re- io. '^' 
velry, they regarded neither the decencies of life 
nor the sacred tie of marriage. 24. But one 
through envy killing another, or aggrieving him by 
adultery, the bonds of society were loosed. 26, 26. 
And there reigned everywhere bloody murder, thefts 
and fraud, corruption and infidelity, strife and per- 
jury, tumults qf the people J forgetfulness of the God 

(it) <^ The image that fell down from Jupiter/' mentioned 
Acts xix. 35., was probably at first one of those shapeless stones, 
"which at various times, and in different parts of the world, have 
fiillen fVom the heavens ; where they have suddenly concreted 
from the substance of ignited meteors. — Ed, 
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of the just, defilement and abuse of the sexes, in- 
constancy in marriage, with most shameless and 
inordinate lusts. 27. For the worship of these ex- 
ecrable idols is at once the origin, end, and object 
Jer.vu. 9, 10. of all manner of wicked practices.** 28. Since in 

ix 4 5 

Roin.i.2i— 32. their ecstasies they either proceed to the extreme qf 
madness, or at kast utter false prophecies : and 
are guilty of oppression, and easily become per- 
jiired. 29. Thinking perhaps that no harm will 
come to them from false swearing, while they swear 
by idols without sense or understanding. 30. Yet 
evil shall come upon them either way, justly : whe- 
ther for their contempt of God and preference of 
their idols ; or for their contempt of justice, in for- 
swearing themselves by these. , 31. Since it is not 
the honesty of the swearer that binds him to his 
oath; but the dread qf that punishment which 
ever follows the prevarication of the unj ust 

The hope of the Chap. XV. 1. But thou, our God, art patient 

humble who are ji-j j ••!• -i-i.-i 

preserved by and kind aud true ; judgmg all with great covoh 
ofGod'tpow^ passion. 2. So that if* we sin, we are in thy hands, 
/SS^woT knowing thy power : and if we be righteous, we 
^"^^ know how little we are worth in thy sight. 3. But 

to know thee is the way to perfect righteousness : 
and immortality groweth out of the knowledge of 
thy power and justice. 4. For none of the ima- 
ginations of these inventors of evil have drawn us 
aside into error. Not their pictures (a worthless 
labour) nor their statues coloured to the life. 5. 
Which are so admired by the foolish beholders, 
that they fall in love with a dead image of the 
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dead* e. Lovers of evil indeed are they, and 
worthy of death, whose hope is placed on sach 
things ; who make them, and who prize and adore 
them. 

7. When the potter (havinff thoroughly tern- Themieness 
pered the jilastic earth,) sets about makmg vessels an artist, who 
for use, he forms of the same clay some for clean gods in earthen- 
uses and others for the contrary : and of the ""'*' 
several uses of these he is a competent judge. ** • Rom. ix. 21. 
8. But now he proceeds out of the same clay to 
make a god ! He who but a little before was 
himself taken from the earth, and a little while 
hence shall return whence he was taken : having 
rendered back the soul, which was lent him^r a 
season. ^ 9. He feels, however, no concern at the » Luke, xu. 20. 
shortness of a life spent thus in labour. He holds 
competition with the workers in silver and gold. 
He emulates the brass-founder, and obtains the 
prize } so well does he model his worthless figures ! 
10. The heart of such an one is as ashes : his hope 
is in the earth : his soul is base, yea viler than the 
clay.** 11. While he knows not him by whom «jer. x. «. m, 
lumself was formed, and who loves the workman- ^^' 
ship of his hands J even God who breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and gave him being. 
12. But these men reckon life as mere pastime : 
thinking that our whole business is to get gain : 
and that every one should acquire it, whether by 
fair means or foul, for himself, la And this artist 
above all others knowingly offends, who fashions 
out of clay his brittle sculptured ware. (J) 14; Proud The jmde of the 

heathen : 

(I) This seems to have^ relation to the proceedings of some 

V 
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indeed beyond measure, and void of understanding 
are these unhappy men, the enemies of thy people 
their ignorance I whom they hold iu subjectiou. 15. Wha have 
esteemed as gods ail the idols of the nations : 
end the worths though havlng eyes they see not, nor draw in 
idols and ofit breath through their nostrils: though their ears 
n^wkichthey ^^^^ ^^^ ^j^.^ g^^^^^ are uufit to take hold and 

'Ps. cxT. thdr feet to walk/ le. Man hath made them: 
"^' he whose breath is borrowed hath formed them : 

though he could never make a god out of a man 
like himself. 17. But the poor mortal with wicked 
hands hath made a dead thing to worship : he 
himself being better than his god. For he indeed 
though mortal was once alive ; but they never. 

18. These most miserable men worship animals 
also: which, compared with senseless matter might 
« Bei,v.23,24. secm to descrve the preference.* 19. But no one 
that beholds these animals can see any good in 
them : and as objects of worship they are neither 
approved of God«^ nor under his blessing. . 

TJie description Chap. XVL h For thcse aud the likc oj^^c^^ 
^"Zj^e^ were they justly punished, being driven cmt of 
l^ghtf^of^h their country by a multitude of wild beasts. 2. (m) 



foreign artist, who, having settled in Judaea, made earthen 
figures of the heatliiSfii deUies; and so gave occasion to the 
Jews to offend by purchasing and placing them iq their 
houses. Unless, indeed, we suppose the part of this book, from 
Chap. xiii. to xv. inclusive, to have reference to idolatrous 
practices observed during the captivity in Babylon. — Ed, 

(m) ^^ Pro quibus tormentis beise disposuisti populun 
tuum quibus dedisti concupiscentiam delectamenti sui» novum 
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But with thy people thou didst deal favourably; ku people the 
giving them instead of these plagues food that was tZMmant$ 
new to their taste, satisfying their hunger to the ^^'"^'"*' 
full/ 8. And when they longed for flesh, thou »Exod. xvi. 
didst prepare for them quails in such abundancey Deut * iii. 4. 
that by these (which thou didst put in their way) 
they were taken off from th^ir natural appetite." • Num. xi. 20. 
But those their enemies^ reduced to want, did in- itL^/ 
deed speedily experience a change of diet. 

4. For upon them who exercised such tyranny 
it was indeed needful that unsparing destruction 
should come : but to these, that it should only be 
shown after what manner their enemies would be 
driven out before them. 5. And indeed while 
those were subjected to the rage of wild beasts, 
these also perished by the bite of venomous ser- ▼ Num, xxu 
pents/ Yet Was not thy wrath upon them unto I'i^r'.x.'g. 
utter destntction. 6. But being for a short time The brazen jer- 
thus distressed to reprove them, they had also an ^'^' 
ensign set up, for their deliverance upon recurring ^^^^^>'^- ^^» 
to the commandment of thy law." 7. For he who They who viewed 
turned to lopk upon this was healed, not by that ^vMi^tllu^ 
which he saw, but by thee the Saviour of all. 'Zd^tiV^ 

8. In this, again, thou didst teach thy enemies ^'i?^" 
that it is thou alone who deliverest from all evil. 9. 
That whilst the bite of flies and locusts sufiiced 
to kill them, and there was no healing of their 
^e^\i when hurt ; because they v were worthy thus 

saporem ; escam parans eis ortigotnetram : ut illl quidem, con- 
cupiscentes escam, propterea quae lllis ostensa et missa sunt, a 
necessaria concupiscentia averterentur/' — Vulgate. 
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to be destroyed, lo. Thy children not even the 
teeth of venomous serpents could subdue. For 
thy mercy came to their aid and healed them. ii. 
For by this they were tried whether they would be 
mindful of thy commandment : and were speedily 
healed. Of which had they fallen into utter fbr- 
getfulness, they had been deprived of thy succour. 
12. Since it was not any herb or plaster that cured 
them J but thy word, O Lord, that healeth all. 13. 
God,whois For thou art Lord over life and death, having the 
deathUbriugeth powcr of Cither. Thou bringest down to the gates 

down and raiseth /•j^i j • t^ -x.-t^" 

up again. of dcath, aud raisest up agam.* 14. It is man 
* Deut. xxxii. therefore who destroys himself by his own wicked- 
1 Sam. ii. 6. ness. And when once his breath has gone forth 

Job, V. 17» 18. _ , , . - -- - -- 

ToUt, xiii. 2. qf Jum it shdl not return ; nor can he recall unto 
him the soul which thou hast taken. 16. For no 
one can {)ossibly escape out of thy hands. 
They who denied 16. Thosc uugodly men, therefore, who denied 
tu^d^h^^ thee, were chastised with the strength of thine arm. 
'^^ti^^ They suffered by hail and rain, and great floods j 
tJJSrt^i^fJ^. ^"^ ^^^^ consumed by fire. 17. The fire over- 
powering the water (a thing to be admired at 
in this element, which is wont to extinguish all 
fire): for the creation qf God is the avenger of 
y Judges, ▼. 20. the just.'^ 18. For one while the fire was restrained, 
that it might not burn the wild beasts that were 
sent upon those impious people : that they them- 
selves, beholding this, might be sensible that it 
was God*s judgments by which they suffered. 19. 
Then again prevailing beyond its natural force, it 
overpowered the water, burning up all around, to 
destroy an unrighteous nation. 
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' so. Instead of which punishments, thou didst Thewmdh:rui 
feed thy people with angels* food, and set before ^^^^ ' 
them the bread of heaven, ready prepared without 
their labour: having in it every agreeable quality, 
Vith all sweetness of taste.' 21. Thou didst show * Ps. wnr. 
unto thy children thine own substance and sweet- john,Vi. si. 
ness, which thou hast in store for them * : the mme ' Matt. w. 4. . 
bread satisfying the desire of every one of them, 
and being converted into that which was most 
acceptable to each. 22. That which was as it "were 
snow and hoar-frost endured the heat of fire with- 
out melting : while they knew that a burning fire 
destroyed the crops of their enemies, breaking out 
in the midst of hail and rain. 23. But again when 
the righteous were to be fed, even the fire forgot 
its nature. 24. For the creature, serving thee, its 
Creator, raged fiercely to the tormenting of the 
ungodly, and became tractable for good uses in the 
hands, of them that trusted in thee. 26. Thus at Tht^ment% 
that season did all things transform themselves; £^/wS^ 
becoming subservient to thy pleasure, who art the f ^^/fS^ 
preserver of all, fulfilling the desire of thy chosen : 
26^ Thatthy children, O Lord, might know howthou 
lovest themi : and that it is not only by the fruits of 
the earth that man is nourished ; but that it is thy 
word which preserves the faithful. 27. Again, 
that which the heat of fire destroyed not, wh?n 
warmed by the least ray of the sun melted away.** b Exod.xvi 21. 
28. That it might be manifest to all, how it be- wuchOmigt 
hooves us to prevent the morning watch with our '^c^t^t^ 
prayers, and worship thee ere the sun arise.*^ 29. f^^'""**... 
But the hope of the ungrateful shall melt away as cxix* \m\ ms. 

D 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 



the ice in winter, and be dissipated as watec spilt 
- Job, viii. on the ground.** 



11-. 14. 



21— 'J3. 



Thediuracting Chap. XVII. 1. For great are thy judgments, O 
which the Egyp^ Lord, and thy counsels unutterable. For the want 
^th^!^yT^ of understanding which, the people that would not 
2^'^^^ be taught of thee erred. 2. For while they per- 
^n'i^'Mn snaded themselves that it was possible for a wicked 
and itrad rfe- natiott to hold a rfghteous one in subjection, they 
were involved in the imprisonment of a long night 
• Exod. z. of darkness ^ : l3dng, shut up in their houses, out- 
casts from thy perpetual providence, d. (n) And 
whilst they vainly thought that their offences too 
would be hidden in that obscurity, the dark veil of 
forgetfulness was rent, and they were horribly 
af&ighted and filled with wonder. 4. Nor could 
the safety of the place which contained them keep 
them from fear: but a sound as of something 
coming down disturbed them, and countenances 
full of woe, appearing before them^ filled them with 
horror. 5. Neither could any fire suffice to give 
them light : nor could any clear shining of the 
stars enlighten that night of terror. 6. Yet did a 
sudden fire flashing at intervals affright them: and 
being seized with the dread of that which as yet 
they saw not, they thought the worse of the evils 
whidi did appear. 

(n) *^ £t dum putant se latere in obscuris pecpatis teae* 
broso oblivionis velamento dispersi sunt."— -Fu/g^o^^. Wbich 
I should read thus, Et dum putant sua latere in obscu- 
ritate peccata, tenebrosa oblivionis velamenta dispersa ^unt. 
—JSrf. 
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r7; As forthoj^.wbo:had l3een sought unto for Tknrnwgidant 

.1 . 1 -n • • 1 ^i_ " •' 1- ij • J • are confounded 

their skill m magick, they were now held in den^ andjnuto 
sion ^ 5 and the gloiy of their wisdom was turned J^/Jung 
to rebuke and shamC 8. Since they who had pro- ""^orfoftiieir 
mised to ekpel fear, and remove perturbation of ^^]f'^ *'*"*' 
mirid from * the sick, now lay sick themselves, ' Exod. vH. 
through apprehension mixed with the scoffs qf their viii.7. 
neighbours. 9, 10. For if the monstrous appari- 
tions troubled not sthem, yet were they ready to 
die with fear at the passing by of beasts and 
hissing of serpents : refusing to look so much as 
upon the air; though from this none could by 
any means seclude himself. 11. Many of these, 
moreover, expected some dreadful doom, their con- 
sciences accusing them. For guilt is ever timo- 
rous, caiTJdng with it condemnation ; and the mind 
disturbed with remorse expects the worst *^ 12. So sprov.xxvihM, 
that fear coming in aid of this eoil foreboding 
frustrates the helps of reason, la And, while con- 
fidence is abated within, men magnify to them- 
sdv^es; the power of that without which causes the 
Buffering;' 14, »15. But they being under the do- 
tnihion- of /A«/ night, which came upon them at 
xmce frtnn heaven above and from the depth bc- 
lieMh \aU of them sleeping the same sleep), one 
while, trembled, at the frightful apparitions; at 
other times fainted, their spirits wholly forsaking 
them. For sudden and unlooked for terror had 
fallen upon them. 16. Then, if any one had fallen Theitcueof 
down, there he must lie, in close confinement, ItSJafen^S 
though without fetters. 17. Whether it were a Jf^^"^"^' 
ploughman, or a shepherd, or a labourer at work 
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in the field, one and the same inevitable necessity 
was upon him : all being bound in that same 
chain of darkness. 18, 19. And here, whether it 
were the wind that fie heard whistling, of the birds 
singing among the thick foliage ; or the sound of 
a waterfall, or the louder noise of rocks tumbling; 
or the unseen running of skipping beasts, or the 
lowing of great herds of cattle, or the echoes of 
diese resounding from the high hills, his strength 
failed tlirough fear. 

20. For the whole world was in clear daylighlv 

men being occupied with their labours unhin^ 

dered. 21. Only upon these was laid a heavy 

night, the image of that darkness which was after- 

* Matt. via. 12. wards to come upon them.** While they them- 

xzT. sa selves were to themselves a still more intolerable 

2 Peter, fi. 17. , _^, 
Jade, Ter. 13. DUrtlien. 



MearUime lirad 
hadpUniytf 

> Ezod. z. 23. 



asaho qfter^ 
wards during 
their passage 
through the 
wilderness^ by 
means of the 
pmarofjtre. 



Chap* XVIII. i. Buttothy holy people was 
afforded plenty of light: whose voices indeed 
their enemies heard, but saw not their shapes.* 
And these magnified thee, in that they suffered 
not the like. 2. And gave thee thanks for that 
having before been the sufferers, they were now 
let go free. And asked of thee, O Lord, that this 
difference might continue. 3. For which purpose 
there was provided a pillar of fire, to be their 
guide by night in the unknown journey : and by 
day thou didst afford them light without depriving 
them of shelter ^om the heat. 4. They indeed 
were worthy to be without light, and to suffer that 
imprisonment in darkness, who had kept in 
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bondage ^y holy people ; through whom the un* 
corrupt light of thy law was about to be given to 
the world* 5. And who having intended to dlay 
all the infant children of the righteous ^ (one of < Eiod. i. ss. 
whooi) being exposed to drowning, was rescued for ^ Ezod. u. 
their humiliation)'' thou didst deprive them of a 
multitude of their sons^ and cast them also into 
deep waters.* ^I^^' 

6. Of that night indeed were our fathers in- They were if^ 
formed beforehand: that knowing certainly in*w^^^^ 
what promises they had to trust, they might be of d^S!!i^J^ 
the better courage." 7. For it was understood by » Exod. ih. 
them to be both for the saving of the righteous, ^*""*^' 
and the extermination of the wicked. 6. And as 
thou didst then do hurt to our enemies, so thou 
didst call out and magnify thy people. 9. For the whUe they ate 
righteous children of the good did then sacrifice in mn^l^ta 
secret; with one mind, instituting an equal ordi- ^^ 
nance, that the just should share together alike in !^j^i^ 
the evil and the good that might befall them : while "??^.,?^ 
they sang praises to the Father of all.*' 10. Along « Exod. xii. 
xvith which indeed was heard the dissonant voice ^""^^^ 
of their enemies, weeping and wailing for their 
children that were slain, il. In which the slave 
sufiered together with his lord : king and subject 
being involved in the same calamity. 12. For 
they had innumerable dead every where with the 
same kind of death. Neither were the living suf- 
ficient to bury the dead : for in a moment were the 
bravest of their sons cut off. 13. And having been 
all along unbelieving, through the influence of 
magick, now, the moment their first-bom were 
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o£xod.viu.i9. slfuiiiji they actoowledged this people to be the 
8^«ui. p^opl^ of God,** : i 

L«.xxxiii. 13. p j^jjgj. gj2 ^^ .^^ ^j gjj^^^^ ^j 

2%tf maimer of^ *^» . 

lAiiaiij^wo^ the ni&rht in the midst of her course, thine om-^ 

atbn of God** ® 

'usticedeicribed. nipotent Wofd, O Lord, springing forth from the 
comts of heaven, bearing for a sharp sword thine 
earnest command, leaped down as an unsparing 
conqueror into the midst of this land of destruction. 
16. Standing on the earth, his crest reached heaven: 

p Job, xxi. 17, he stood and filled aU places with death! ^ 17. In- 

18. 23—26. gtantiy ^{^ gvil vislons in their sleep trouble them, 
and terrors came suddenly upon them. 18. And 
one thrown here, another there, half dead, muU 
tered secretly the cause of his destruction. 19. 
Having been shown this in the visions of the night, 

« Ps. xci. with which they had been terrified : lest they should 
perish ignorant of the cause wherefore they suf* 
fered these evils, (o)** 

(o) I promised in the Introduction a note on these two 
Chapters. It will be proper^ first, to exhibit the text, as 
found in Exod. x. 21 — 23. '^ And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that there maybe 
darkness in all the land of Egypt^ even darkness that may be 
felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven ; 
and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Eg3rpt three 
days. They saw not one another, neither rose any from 
his place for three days : but all the children of Israel had 
light in their dwelling!^." 

To this relates our text, Chap. xvii. and xviii. 1 — 4*. After 
these events, on the light of day returning, Pharaoh refused, 
for the laisi time, to let the people go. On which, that same 
day, about midnight, the first-bom were slain throughout the 
land of Egypt. To this part of the history, and to the pass- 
over sacrifice, our text refers. Chap, xviii. 5—19., concluding 
with a figurative description of the manner of this awful 
visitation on God's part, in a passage which, though short, may 
truly be termed sublime. 
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SO. Next indeed were the ri^teous alsa tried Auimdt 
with a visitation of death. There was raised a com- pTi^tTthe 
motion^mon)g the people in the wilderness. But ^^^H^a 



J Itf'Upp^ar* frdlfl 'tbcJ'text in the book of Wisdom, Etst, 
That durihg this -darkness of three days' continuance the 
Egyptians were either in a disturbed sle^ (eundem gomnura 
dormientes),. or, while awake, so stupified as that ncme of them 
could effect any thing for his help by means of artificial light s 
Chap. xvii. S_5. 14, 15. 

Secondly, That the Iftjaelites dwelt mixed among them; so 
that while the Egyptians could neither discern the Israelites^ 
nor each other, they could yet hear their voices, Chi^.xviii. 1., 
and by consequence these might hear their questions and 
replies, and the accounts they gave of their condition to each 
other." 

Thirdly, lliat the Israelites were, durii:^ those three days, 
itf?lf\iirday4i^, <hat is, while the sun continued above the 
hornzto; praising Ood'for the difference thus put between 
them and theii< enemi^ and prapng that this diffisrence might 
continue ; in answer to which petition the writer considers that 
the. pillar of fire was afforded to give them light in their 
journey. 

Fourthly, That in thiii i^te of individual imprisonment with- 
out walls or fettetis^'tirhlth came alike unexpectedly upon them 
all, the Egyptians were not only horribly affrighted while 
awake, but disturbed even in sleep with most dreadful visions 
of the imagination ; lying also under the terror and confusion 
of a guilty conscience, especially those of them that had been 
professors of magick : who, it seems, would otherwise have 
been able to encounter those strange impressions which they 
bad often been called in to allay — and probably had as often 
contributed to raisel Chap. xvii. 6—13. 

Fifthly, It does not appear from the text (which in this re- 
spect is quite consistent with that in.Exodus) that this t^ree 
days' visitation proved fatal to any of the Egyptians. They 
Were simply (as expressed in Chap. xvii. 2.) outcasts for 
the time from the eternal providence of God: and thus 
abandoned to the influence of the powers of darkness ; by 
which, even without the. withholdiug the light of the sun front 
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plague, stayed' thy wwifli did not long continue, ih For a blame- 
^^elf less man hastened to deprecate this, on his people's 
the high jfriest, jjgijaif . and presenting hy his ministry the shield 



their persons extemallyi all these effects might be produced. 
In shorty the unhi^py subjects of this universal blind epUepsy 
weK rendered by a judicial act of God incapable of helping 
themselves, and left, in this state, to whatever impressions the 
agency of evil spirits might produce within them. > 

The text of the Wisdom expressly states, we must observe, 
diat *^ the whole world was in clear day-light, men being oc- 
cupied with their labours unhindered: only up<m thtm was 
laid a heavy night, the image of that darkness which was 
afterwards to come upon them." Chap. xvii. 20* This again 
is described as coming upon them at once ^ ab infimis et ab 
altissimis :'' to tos^, from hell beneath, by that sense of. utter 
darkness mixed with frightful apprehensions ; and from heaven 
above, in reference to the command of irod, for their being 
darkened at the signal given by Moses. And it was, doubt- 
less, in just punishment of thdr impenitency and t>bstinacy, 
and in retribution c^ their own abominable magical practices, 
that this demoniacal infliction was suffered to come upon 
them. 

That there was clear day-light over the rest of the creation, 
even where the ploughmen lay struck down in the fields, may 
appear ftom the birds being described as singing, the oxen 
lowing, and the wild animals skipping and running (ludentium) 
around them : Chap. xvii. 16 — 21. 

In the short passage in Exodus it is said they saw not one 
another, neither rose any from his place for three days, but 
all the children of Israel had light in their dxvellings. But the 
Vulgate, which may have been written with more information, 
translates thus, " Tribus diebus nemo vidit firatrem suum nee 
movit se de loco in quo erat. Ubicumque autem habitabant 
fiiii Israel lux erat." This may consist well with the supposi- 
tion that the Israelites partook of that '< clear day-light, " 
having also exclusively^ by providential arrangement, the pri^ 
vilege of light in tlieir dwellings. On the advantages which 
such a state of things, continued for three days and nights, 
would give to the Israelite leaders in preparing their measures 
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of prayer, mtti incense for a propitiation^ tni'ned 
away thine indignation, and stayed the plague ; 
showing thus that he was indeed thy servant. ' 22. ' Num. xvi* 
Thus did he overcome a multitude, not with bodily 
strength or by force of arms, but subduing by thy 
word him who vexed the people, appealed to thine 
oath, and the covenant made with the fathers. 28* 
For, when the slain were already heaped upon each 
other, standing between the dead and the livings he 
warded off from these the stroke, and opened a 
way for their escape. 24. For in the rich vesture 
which he had on was represented the whole earth, 
and the achievements cf the fathers were sculp^ 
tured in its four rows of precious stones ; and thine 
own great and glorious name was engraven on the 
diadem which crowned his head. ' 25. To these ' Exod. znii. 

17—21 

the destroying angel gave place : for he stood in se-^s! 
dread of them. * Thus the taste of thine indig* • 2 Sam. xxiv. 
nation sufficed the people. ■ '. • . 



for their hasty departure, I need not enlarge. We read, for in- 
8tance> Exod. xiii. 19., that Moses took the bones of Joseph 
with him. — From whence were these taken? It is thought 
by some he was interred in one of the pyramids : and we find, 
among other sounds mentioned in Chap.xvii. 19.» the noise of 
rocks tumbling, or as our own version has it, ^* a terrible 
^ouud of stones cast down.** Were these displaced in haste, 
at that time, to disinter the bones of Joseph? Again, the 
** flocks and herds " were now probably collected, if not sent 
on before, tiie paschal lambs excepted. For Pharaoh says, 
Chap. X. 24-., " Only let your flocks and your herds be stayed *\ 
They would have impeded the rapid departure of the people 
in the first instance. I consider the passage, in the whole, as 
supplying some particulars of these events which Moses did 
not see it needful to record in his history. — Ed, 
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Chap. XIX. i. But upon die ungodly came 
wrath without mercy unto destruction. For he 
knew beforehand how it would be with them. d. 
How, when these wicked men had turned and 
suffered the people to go forth, (yea, although they 
had sent them away with earnestness) they repent* 
ed and did again their former acts. d. For whilst 
they were yet mourning for the dead, and weeping 
over their graves(p), they took their resolution to do 
another act of madness in purtuing^ as fugitives, 
those whom but a little before th^ had put forth 
with much entreaty, 4. Thus the destiny which 
they merited drew them on to the conchision 
(having dismissed all memory of the past,) that 
vengeance might now fill up what' was wanting of 
their measure of woe. 5. And that there, where 
thy people should miraculously pass through, they 
might the second time meet with death. 

6. Thus thy creatures, each according to its 
kind from the beginning, have been subservient to 
thy word ; changing their nature to preserve thy 
children £rom hamu 7. So that a cloud was made 
to shade their camp Jrom the heat j and where be- 
fore was water the dry land appeared : a tighway 
through the Red Sea, and green fidds out of the 
depths. 8. Through which passed a whde nation, 
covered by thine hand, beholdfng thy ^igns apd 
wonders ! 9. There did they go at, large, as horses 
in their pastures, and leap as the lambs of the 

(p) "Inter nianus habentes luctum." — Vulgate. A phrase 
very expressive of the thing intended ; to wit, weeping and 
wiping their eyes. 
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flock} m^igsdHying thee, O Lord, \vlio didst driver 
them/ »P8.cvi. 

**'^"- 9—12. 

10. For as yet they remembered the things 
which had been done Jbr them in the land which 
they had inhabited: how instead of cattle the 
country had bred swarms of ffies, while the river 
had vomited forth frogs for fi&h* 11. Lastly, they Thempfiyoj 

ij '.. n • :% n 1 i quails followed 

had seen a new creation of wmged fowl; when, lyapiague. 

being enticed by their appetites, they had required 

flesh to feast on. 12* For quails came up from the 

sea to satisfy their longing. , i3^Cq) After which came 

plagues upon the sinners'' : not without some ex- ^Ps.y.i8-ii5. 

perience by dreadful thunderings, of those things 

which had before happened:/0^Me^ri?;te2nie«.. 

But these justly sufiered for their iniquities: fof Tiieinhospuauty 
they had practised a most detestable kind of in- wT^*^^ 
hospitableness. 14. For some nations have not 
been willing to receive strangers at all : but these 
reduced to slavery the good who came among them. 
15, 16. And not only so, but wherefore (falling 
below them that unwillingljjr entertain strangers) 
having once received with gladness persons using 
the same institutions, did they so cruelly afiiict 
them ? 17. But they were smitten with blindness : 
as, when they of old were involved in sudden 
darkness at the just man's door, every one had to 
grope the way to his own home."* ^ Gen. m. 11. 

(q) " Et vexationes peccatoribus supervenerunt, non sine illis 
quae ante facta erant argumentis, per vim fluminum." — Vulgate, 
lliis passage, the application of ^hich is not obvious, is so 
rendered in the Greek as to fix tbe^reading of the last word 
to be (as I have rendered \i)Julminum, *— Ed. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREPACK 



The text of this book as found in the Vulgate 
differs materially throughout from that of 
our own authorised version : for which reason 
I have not attempted to annex to it (as was 
done in the two former Translations men- 
tioned in my title-page) the numbers of the 
verses, for the purpose of reference or quo- 
tation. There will be found many passages 
in this Translation which are not in the 
English Bible ; and the like obtains, vice 
versd. The latter is, in this book, a close 
translation from the Greek of the Septuagint> 
in which the division by Chapters is, in the 
main, the same as in the Vulgate — both 
having been subjected to it in comparatively 
modern times. 

From the Prologue of Jerome^ prefixed to 
the text of this book, it appears that he un- 
dertook to translate it into Latin from a copy 
in Chddee : and that in doing this he availed 

A 3 
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himself of the aid of a Hebrew scholar, whom 
he does not name, but through whose oral 
interpretation of the Chaldee, the sense was 
obtained and immediately put into Latin. 
The great difference between the Vulgate 
text and the Septuagint induces me to think, 
that the Chaldee copy, laid before Jerome, 
was originally the production of quite another 
scribe than he whose MS served for the 
Greek version. Jerome is known to have 
translated the Scriptures of the Old Testar 
ment twice into Latin, to wit, from the Hebrew 
and Greek texts respectively, {a) In Walton's 
Polyglott I find two Hebrew texts, the one 
edited by Fagius^ the other by Mun$ter. To 
judge by the Latin interpretations (which 
method, I believe, is safe as to sentences)^ 
these differ between themselves as much as 
the Greek does from the Vulgate: yet are 
the main circumstances of the story pre- 
served in them all. {b) 

(a) Quosnam vero Scripturae libros vertit? Quoad Vetus 
Testamentum, ex prsefationibus quas singulis libris prsefixit 
constat, omnes qui ab Hebrseis pro canonicis recipiuntur, ut et 
libros Judith et Tobiam, vertisse : in quibus prsefotionibus 
calumniam frequenter deprecatur quod Scripturam ex Hebrseo 
in Latinum vertere ausus sit. Ecclesiasticum, et lib. 1 Maccab. 
affirmat se in Hebraica lingu^ vidisse — ut et librum Tobus* 
Walton, Proleg. x. 

(b) The following may serve as a specimen of the nature of 
these variations, where the texts differ most : — 
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It proceeds through the first three chapters 
of our English versipij, ^ in the Hebrew 
and Greeks in the first person ; after which 
it is continued in the third ; but in the Vul- 
gate it is told in the third person throughout 
We need not wonder that, under such cir- 
cumstances of variation in their MS3.5 the 
Jews rejected it fi-om their Canon. 

The book contains, in fact, a Jewish Legend 
(probably founded on real events), written with 
true ancient simplicity and feeling; which 
as to its moral tendency (if we duly attend 
to the distinction made Titus, i. 15.), may 



Vul§. Tunc pater suus respondit illi et dixit, chirographum 
quidem illius penes me habeo : quod dum illi ostenderis statim 
restituet. Mention of the writing in chap, i* 

Hehr. of Fagius. Confestira protulit chirographum ejus> 
quod dedit illi, dicens, Ostende illi hoc scriptum et dabit tibi 
argentum. No mention before of the uniting. 

Hebr. of Munste^. Respondens itaque Tobaeus dixit ad 
Tobiam filium suum : Hoc est signum de quo illi dices, quod 
marsupium sumn mihi dedit ; et ego dixi, Accipe de manu me^ 
Sunt autem hodie viginti anni quando tradidi argentum in 
manum ejus. There is no previous mention of the marsupium^ 
or purse, as a tok^n, nor of any writing ; and the latter sen- 
tence is in none of the others. 

Septnagini. £t dedit ei chirographum et dixit ei, Quaere 
tibi hominem, &c. No mention before of the writing. 

Syriac. £t dedit ei chirographum et dixit ei, Quaere homi- 
nem, &c. No mention before of the writing. 

If these be variations in copying, they are very extraor- 
dinary ones ; but if we suppose the tale written down by 
different sc^bes from memory or tradition, they are natural, 
enough. 

A 4 
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be pronounced unexceptionable. It should 
be read by the youth of hoik sexes : for it in-* 
culcates, in a manner very likely to interest 
them, the virtues of resignation, thankfulness^ 
charity to the poor, faithfulness to the true 
God and his worship ; fidelity to our engage- 
ments, justice, humanity, patriotism, filial 
piety ; and, especially, continence before mar- 
riage, and a previous unity, in religious belief 
and practice, between those who are to be 
joined in that sacred covenant 

I shall reserve for an Appendix som6 
observations, on what may be termed the 
machinery of the tale: only adding (from 
Home's Introduction, vol iv. p. 227.) the 
following remark: "From some apparent 
coincidences between this book and the New 
Testament, Moldenhawr [misled, perhaps, by 
the interpretations of scribes,] is disposed to 
refer it to the end of the first century : but 
Jahn, and most other commentators and critics^ 
think it was written about 150 or 200 years 
before the birth of our Saviour/* 



Tottenham, 
First Month, ^th, 1828. 
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The Prologue ofHieronymus the Presbyter to the Book of 
Tobias. 

HiERONYMUs the presbyter to the bishops Chro- 
matius and Heliodorus wishefh health in the 
Lord. I continue still to admire at the earnest- 
ness with which you urge your requisition. You 
desire me to translate a Chaldee book, that of 
Tobias; which the Hebreiro have severed from 
the collection of their inspired writings, and made 
over to the class designated by the title of HagiO" 
grapha. I have done with it what will rather 
fulfil your desire than satisfy my own judgment. 
For the Hebrews themselves oppose the under- 
taking, objecting that it is contrary to their eccle- 
siastical regulations to have these matters set forth 
to be read in the Latin tongue. I have concluded, 
however, that it rather became me to comply with 
the orders of our bishops, though at the risk of 
displeasing the Pharisees ; and have done my best 
accordingly. And seeing the Chaldee is nearly 
allied to the Hebrew, I have had recourse to a 
person I met with, who is thoroughly acquainted 
with both languages j and taking a whole day's 
time, with the help of a notary, I set down in Latin 
whatever he dictated to me in Hebrew. 

Your prayers will sufficiently recompense my 
labour, provided I also learn that the work, on 
which you have condescended to employ me, has 
been executed to your satisfaction. 
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Chap. !• Tobias was of the tribe and city of 
Napthali j which citt/ is in the higher parts of Ga- 
lilee, above Naason, behind the westerii road, 
having on its left the town of Sephet. (a) This 
man, being taken captive in the time of Shalma- 
neser (J) king of Assyria, forsook not the way of 
truth when thus made an exile j but imparted 
daily of such things as he could' obtain to his fel- 
low-captives of his own people. While yet the 
youngest of the tribe of Napthali, he had committed 
none of the faults of youth. For while all Ms 
neighbours resorted to the golden calves which 
Jeroboam king of Israel had made*, he alone •iiCuigs,xB. 
forsook the society of all such idolaters, and went 
up to Jerusalem, to the temple of God : where he 
worshipped the Lord, the God of Israel, and 

(a) In our authorized English version, which is closely 
translated from the Greek of the Septnaginty this book opens 
with a genealogy not found in the Vulgate : '^ The book of 
the words of Tobit, son of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son 
of Gabael> of the seed of Asael, of the tribe of Napthali." 
In the Septuaginty the son of Tobit is named Tobias ; in the 
Vulgate, both father and son bear the latter name, which I 
have retained accordingly. 

(b) Or Enemessar. 2 Kings, xvii. 3 — 23. 



25—31. 
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i>£zodzxii.29. offered faithfully all his first-fruits and his tithes.^ 
L^l'xxvir. * So that in the third year he was chosen to distri- 
^^^■^^* bute the whole tenth part to the proselytes and 

'^ Deut. xvi. strangers. * 

J Deu^T 16 These and other things ** of like kind after the 

>''• law of God he observed while a child : and having 

grown to man's estate, he took to wife Anna^ a 

• Numb. xMvL woman of his own tribe % of whom he begat a son, 

and called him by his own name ; teaching him 

from his infancy to fear God, and abstain from all 

sin. Thus, when in consequence of the captivity, 

he had come with his wife and child to the city of 

Ninevehf together with the whole tribe, while the 

rest ate as did the heathen, this man kept himself 

fGeiLiz.4. pure, and was never defiled with their meats. ^ 

And cleaving to the Lord with his whole heart, 

God gave him favour in the sight of Shalmaneser 

the king; who permitted him to go whither he 

pleased, and to do what he thought fit. 

He, therefore, proceeding to visit all those of his 
nation, who were in captivity, and to advise them 
for their good, came to Rages 2l city of the Medes : 
He had with him, out of the wealth bestowed upon 
him by the king, ten talents of silver : and finding 
Gabaelj who was of his own tribe, among many 
others of the nation in poverty, he left with him 
those ten talents, taking of him an engagement in 
writing to repay them.(c) A long while after, 

{c) Tliese ten talents were, most probably, left with Gabael, 
in order to be employed by him in loans upon securities, the 
interest. arising firom which would furnish him with a mainte- 
nance. It amounted to about 3535/. of our money ; and it is 



i. 8. 
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king ShaJmcmeser dying, and his son Sennacherib 
reigning in his stead^ who held the Jews in hati-ed^ ' 2 Kings, xviu. 
Tobias visited every day the whole of his acquaint- xii. 20-28. 
ance, to whom he administered consolation under 
their afflictions^ and distributed to every one of 
them of his substance according to his ability. 
He fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and was 
careful to bury such as were either slain or had 
died a natural death. But at length, when king 
Sennacherib flying from Judea on account of the 
pestilence which God sent upon his army for his 
blasphemies \ had returned to his country ^ and in * 2 Kii^t^. 
his wrath had slain many of the children of Israel, 
Tobias buried the bodies of these. Which being , 

told to the king, he gave commandment that he 
should be put to death, and took away all his 
goods. But Tobias thus plundered made his 
escape, and with his wife and child lay hid among 
the people^ many of whom loved him* After five 
3in4 forty days, however, the king was slain by hi& 
own sons, (d) and Tobias returning to his home 
had all his property restored to him. 

Chap. II, When, after these things, there came 
a feast-day unto the Lord, and good provision was 

difficult to conceive any other way in which he might be 
benefited by the deposit. But in the Hebrevo of the edition v 
of P. Fagius, the deposit is apparently made for security 
merely, the money being at last brought forth (chap, ix.) in ' ' 
bags, which remained sealed with the seal of Tobias. 

(d) 2 Kings, v. 37. In the Septuagint, it is fifty days, vcyTij- 
yiovTot; in our authorized version, from a different reading, 
fifty-five days. 
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made in the house of TobiaSy he said to his son, 
go and fetch some of our tribe, men fearing God, 
that they may feast with us. Who, when he had 
gone forth, returned, and told him there lay one 
of the children of Israel slain by the sword in 
the streets. And he, leaping from his couch and 
leaving his dinner, came fasting to the body, 
and taking it up bore it away privately to his 
house, that after sun-set he might secretly inter 

« s Esdrasyii. it.^ And when he had covered the corpse, he ate 
his bread with sorrow and trembling, remembering 
the word which the Lord spake by Amo& the pro- 
phet, Your feast-days shall be turned to mourning 

k Amos, viii. and lamentation.'' The sun being set he went and 

9 10. 

i'mw:. i. 89. buried the corpse : all his neighbours, mearmhUe^ 
reprehending him, and saying. Thou hast already, 
been condemned to die for this (^ence, and didst 
with difSculty escape that sentence ; and dost thou 
again bury the dead ? But Tobias^ fearing God 

iDaii. iii. more than the king^ continued to take up the 

Acts, lY. 19. bodies of the slain, and to hide them in his house ; 

^' ^^* and in the middle of the night he buried them. 

It happened however, one night, that returning 
fatigued from a burial, and coming into his house, 
he threw himself down close by the wall, and fell 
asleep : when the hot dung of the swallows (e) 
falling from a nest into his eyes, he became blind : 

(e) In the Greek, crrfw$*a ; in the English, sparrows ; but 
vrfwBoq is also put for any kind of small bird. In the Latin it 
is '< ex nido hirundinum." The young of strallows are observed 
to come to the outside of the nest and turn about, to eject 
their dung. 
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the Lord permitting this trial to come upon him, 
that, as in the case of holy Joby posterity .might 
derive from ik an example of patience. For having 
ever from his childhood feared God, and kept his 
commandments, he was not discontented with the 
wiU of God, in that this affliction of blindnless had 
befallen him; but remained constant in his fear, 
every day of his life giving thanks unto God. But 
^ the kings who came to Job insulted him\ so "Job,xiii.7,8. 
did his neighbours and kinsmen deride the life of 
Tobias ; saying unto him. Where is now thy hope, 
and for what hast thou been ^ving alms and bury- 
ing the dead? He, howev^, reproved them, say- 
ing, Speak pot thus : We are the children of holy 
parents ; and we look for that life which God will 
give to such as never withdraw their faith from 
him.(g) . , . 

Now Anna^ his wife, went every day to work at 
weaving, and brought ^Aome what provision she 
could earn by her labour. And happening thus 
to obtain a kid of the goats, she brought it to tiie 
house. Which, when her husband heard bleating, 
he said. Beware: this may have been a theft: (A) 

(g) That the Jews in their deepest sufferings (and that 
before the coming of Christ) looked with hope and confidence 
to the happiness of a future state, is manifest from Heb. xi. 35. : 
'< Women received their dead restored to li^e again ; and 
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection " — to wit, than that to the 
present life, before mentioned. Compare Matt. xxii. 23—33. 
and Acts, xxiii. 8. 

(h) Purloined, he might suspect, from the flock, by some 
keeper for whom she had been making a garment. 
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restore it to the owners : fot it is not lawful for us 
to eatf or so much as to touch, any thing that is 
stolen. To whom his wife replied ^^^rp^, being^ 
^ provoked to anger, Thy hope is manifestly frus- 

trate, and the fruit («) of thine alms doth now 
appear ! With these and such like words she would 
reproach her husband. 

Chap. III. Then did Tobias groan and weep^ 
and began to pray, thus. Thou, Lord, art righteous ;. 
and just are thy judgments; all thy ways arts 
justice and mercy and truth. And now. Lord, 
remember me, but take not vengeance upon my 
sins, neither call to remembrance my trespasser 
and the trespasses of my fathers. For we have 
not obeyed thy commandments : and'therefore are 
we delivered up to spoil and captivity, and to 
death ; and made a proverb and a reproach amrnig 
all the nations unto which thou hast dispersed 
• Deut. xiTiii. us. " Even now, O Lord, are thy heavy judgments 
upon us ; because we have not done according to 
thy precepts, nor walked in sincerity before Ihee. 
Do thou, therefore, now, O Lord, thy pleasure 
upon me: but command that my spirit be re- 
ceived into rest : for it is better for me to die than 

• Jonah, iv. 8. tO livC. ° 

On the same day it fell to the lot of Sarah 
the daughter of Raguel, at RageSy a city of the 
Medes, to hear the reproaches of one of her father's 

(t) To wit, poverty ; the money so bestowed having been, in 
her estimation, thrown away. 



Digitized by ^ 



toaidd* For she had been given to seven husbands ; 
and a demon named Asmodai had slain them 
as soon as they came in unto her. When, 
therefore, she reproved the maid for some fault, 
she replied. Never may we see son or daughter 
of thine upon the earth, thou slayer of thy hus- 
bands ! And now, dost thou not wish sometimes 
to kill me, as thou didst thy seven husbands? 
At the hearing of which she went up into the 
upper chamber of the house : where for three 
days and nights she neither ate nor drank, but 
continuing in prayer with tears besoujght the Lord 
that he would deliver her from this reproach. 
And so it was, on the third day, while she was 
finishing her prayer, blessing God and saying. 
Thy name is blessed, O God of our fathers, who, 
though thou wert angry with us, wilt shew mercy : 
who in the time of their distress forgivest the sins 
of them that call upon thee : Unto thee, O Lord, 
do I turn, and to thee lift up mine eyes : I pray 
thee, O Lord, release me from the bonds of this 
reproach ; or take me at once from the earth : 
Thou knowest, O Lord, that I have never desired 
the company of men, but have kept myself from 
all concupiscence : I have never gone among the 
wanton, nor permitted myself to take liberty with 
them that walk in lightness : but in thy fear, and 
not after my own lust, have consented to take an 
husband : But either I myself was not worthy of 
them, or they perhaps were unworthy of me ; or 
it may be that thou hast reserved me for another : 
It is not in man to search out thy counsel : but 

B 
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to every worshipper of thine this is certain j that 
his life, if it pass the trial, will receive the crown ; 
that though it be spent in tribulation he shall have 
deliverance, though in the midst of corruption, 
yet is there access for him to thy mercy : Fot 
thou takest not pleasure in our undoing : but 
after the storm makest a calm, and after tears 
and lamentations pourest in rejoicing : O God of 
Israel, blessed be thy name for ever ! — So it was, 
that in that hour the prayers of them both were 
accepted in the sight of the majesty of God on 
high ; and Raphael^ the holy angel of the Lord^ 
was sent to heal them both, the prayers of both 
having been at one and the same time recited in 
p 2 chron. xxx. the prcscuce of the Lord. ^ 

27. 

Pkcii. 16— 18. 

^n,l^f' Chap. IV. Tobias^ therefore, believing that his 

Artl^^x. 11. prayer had been heard, that he might depart this 
Rev. viii. 1—5. [jfg^ called to him Tobias his son, to whom he 
said. Hear, my son, the words of my mouth, and 
let them be firmly settled in thy mind. Wheo 
God hath received my soul, do thou bury my 
body. Have thy mother in honour all the days of 
her life : considering how great peril she was in 
«Ecciu8.vu.27. for thee in childbearing. ** And when she shall 
have filled up her days, thou shalt bury her by me. 
Have God in thy thoughts all thy days : beware 
that thou consent not to any sin, nor neglect to 
perform the commandments oi the Lord our God. 
Give alms of thy substance, and turn not away 
thy face from any poor man. For so shall it be 
that neither will the Lord turn away his face from 
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thee. Shew compassion, therefore, according to 
thy power : and if thou have much, give of thine 
abundance ; if little, yet out of that little see that 
thou impart with a willing mind. Thus shalt thou 
lay up a. good store for thyself against the time of ^ 
need : for alms will set a man free from all sin and 
from death, and his soul shall not be suffered to go 
into darkness : yea^ they are a ground of great 
confidence before God to all who practise them. ' '2cor.viii.12. 

Luke, xi. 

Refrain, my son, from all fornication, and thou 39—41. 

shalt never break thy covenant of marriage. Suf- a^s, x74. * 

fer not pride to prevail in thee, whether in word i27i3.' *"** 

or thought : for in it is the source of all evil and 

destruction. Whosoever shall have done for thee 

any piece of work, pay him without delay the 

price thereof: and the wages of an hired servant 

that is in thine house, thou shalt in no wise 

retain. * What thou wouldest dislike to have done * Lev. six. 15. 

to thee by another, see thou do not to him.* Eat 14, 15. 

thy bread with the needy and the famished soul, * ^^^ ^"' ^^* 

and with thy garments clothe the naked. Set 

forth thy provision at the funeral of the righteous; 

but neither eat bread not drink wine with sinners. 

Ask counsel always of the wise. Bless the Lord 

at all times, and pray to him to direct thy way : 

let every purpose of thine remain with him ahne. 

Moreover, I inform thee, my son, that in thy 
infancy I committed ten talents of silver to Gabael 
at Rages, a city of the Medes ; a written acknow- 
ledgment of which I have by me. Thou must 
forthwith enquire how thou mayst get to see him, 

in order to receive from him the weight of silver 

b'2 
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I have mentioned, and restore to him his iicknow- 
ledgment Fear not, my son: we lead a life of 
poverty ; but we shall have abundance, if we fear 
■ 1 Tim. ti. God, and refrain from all sin, and do good. ** 

6—8. 

Chap. V. Then Tobias made answer to his 
father. All that thou hast commanded me, father, 
I will do : but how to get back this money I know 
not. He is a stranger to me and I to him. What 
token shall I shew him ? Then, I never knew any 
thing of the way which leads thither. His father 
replied, / said that I had his acknowledgment by 
me : which as soon as thou shalt shew to him, he will 
repay the money, (k) But go now, and seek out for 
thyself some trusty person, who for his wages may 
go along with thee, while I yet live, and receive 
it. Then went Tobias forth, and found standing 
there a fine young man, with his raiment girded 
up as if he were about to set out on a journqr : 
Judges, vi. and not knowing that it was an angel of God ^ he 
saluted him, and said, Young man, from whence 
do I welcome thee ? To which he made answer, 
/ am of the children of Israel. Then said Tobias 
to him. Dost thou know the way which leads into 
the country of the Medes ? He replied, I know it, 
and have often travelled those roads over. I have 
lodged with our brother Gabael, who lives at 
RageSf a city of the Medes, lying on mount jEc- 
batane. Then said Tobias, I pray thee wait for 

{k\ In the Heb. of Seb. Munster's edition, Tobias is made 
to say here, It is twenty years since I gave the money into 
GabaeFs hands. . 
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me, while I tell my father what thou hast said. 
And going in to his father he told him all. At 
which his father wondering, he requested the 
stranger to come in : who, wheu he had entered 
saluted him, saying, I wish thee all happiness. But * 

To&Vw said, What happiness can there be for me, 
who sit in darkness, and see not the light of the sun ? 
To whom the young man said. Be of good courage: 
the time is at hand when God shall heal thee. 

Then said Tobias to him. Canst thou not con- 
duct my son to Gabael at Rages of the Medes. 
The angel said, I will both conduct him thithery 
and bring him back to thee. To whom Tobias 
replied, I pray thee tell me of what family or of 
what tribe thou art. The angel Raphael said. Dost 
thou seek the genealogy of an hired servant (/)-—• 
or an hired servant to go with thy son? How- 
ever, that I may not make thee uneasy, I am 
Azarias the spn of Ananias the great. Tobias 
replied. Thou art of an illustrious family : and I 
beg thou wilt not be displeased that I should 
choose to know thy extraction, (w) Then said the 
.angel, I will conduct thy son forth in safety, and 
bring him back in safely : And Tobias answering 
said. May you have a good journey : may God 
be with you in the way, and may his angel be 
your companion ! "* "^ Oen. xxiv. 

if) Which was not likely to lead to a splendid ancestry, 
or, indeed, to prove of much interest to the hearers. 

(m) In the English Bible we find added here by Tobit, " For 
I know Ananias and Jonathas, sons of that great man Samaias,'* 
The latter name may refer to Shemaiahy thrice mentioned as a 
chief of the Levites under Hezekiah. See 2 Chron, xxix. I4f 
xxxi. 15., XXXV. 9. 

B 3 
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. Having, therefore, prepared such things as would 
be needful to them in the way, Tobias bade fare- 
well to his father and mother, and they went forth 
both together. When they were gone, his mother 
began to weep, saying, Thou hast sent away from 
us him who was the stay of our old age. / would 
there never had been any money for which to send 
him ! Our poverty sufficed us, and we might think 
ourselves rich in having him whom we beheld, as 
our son. But Tobias said. Weep not: our son 
will get safely thither, and will return safe to us, 
and thine eyes shall see him again. For God's 
good angel, I do believe, will go with him, and 
will order all things for the best concerning him, 
so that with joy he shall return unto us. At these 
words his mother ceased to weep, and held her 
peace. 

Chap. VI. So Tobias went on his way, and his 
dog followed him, (n) and h^ lodged first by the river 
Tigris. And as he went to wash his feet, behold, a 
great fish came forth to devour him : and Tobias 
being afraid, cried with a loud voice. Lord, he is 
coming upon me ! But the angel said. Take him 
by the gills and draw him to thee. Which when 
he had done and brought him to land, he began to 
gasp at the feet of Tobias. Then said the angel, 
Take out the entrails of this fish, and put by for 
thyself the heart, and the gall and the liver : for 
these are necessary for medicinal uses. Having 
done this, he broiled some of the flesh, and they' 

(n) See Chap. XI. 
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took it with them in th^ way; salting the rest, 
which might suffice ^em Jbr provision until they 
should come to Rages. 

Then Tobias inquired of the angel thus, Tell me, 
I beseech thee, brother Azarias^ what is the me- 
dicinal use of those parts of the fish which thou 
hast directed me to preserve. And the angel re- 
plying, said. If thou put upon the coals a little 
piece of its heart, the smoke of it will chase away 
er;^ demons of every kind, whether from man or wo- 
man : so that they shall come at them no more, (o) 
And the gall is good to anoint the eyes of such as 
have whiteness in them ; which it will cure. Then 
said Tobias to him. Where wilt thou that we lodge ? 
And the angel, replying, said, There is here a man, 
by name jRog-t^/, a neighbour, of thine own tribe, and 
he hath a daughter named Sarah : but beside her he 
has neither son nor daughter. All his estate will 
come to thee: for thou must take her to wife.* *Num.xx^u.8. 
Ask her therefore of her father, and he will give 
her thee to wife. Then Tobias answered, and said, 

1 hear she hath been given to seven husbands, and 
they are dead. I hear this, moreover, that a de- 
mon slew them : and I fear lest perchance this 

(o) Gen. viii. 20, 21., Exod, xxix. 18., Lev. i. 9., Num. xv. 14., 
Ezra, vi. 10., Ezekiel, xx. 41. In the Vulgate the term is de- 
fnonium (not damouj which admits of interpretation either in a 
good or bad sense). It is observable, from a comparison of 
the texts here cited, that the fume of a burnt sacrifice, which is 
represented rising as '^ a sweet savour " to Jehovah, is to the 
evil demon intolerable; so that he cannot abide it, but flees 
away. So it is, in a spiritual sense, with the odour of true 
piety, in the prayers of a heart wholly given up to God, Comp* 

2 Cor. ii. 15., Ephes. v. 2. — JB</. 

B 4 
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should happen to me ; who being the only son of 
my parents, I should thus bring their grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. 

Then said the angel, Hearken to me. I will 
shew thee what those things are in which the demon 
can prevail. They who so enter upon the married"^ 
state as to shut out God from them, and dismiss 
y Ephcs. ii. him from their thoughts% who give themselves up 
to their lusts as the horse or the ass, that is without 
understanding, it is over these that the demon 
hath power. But thou, when thou shalt have 
received her to wife, and entered into the chamber, 
observe continence for three days towards her; 
occupying thyself with her wholly in prayer. But 
on the same night bum the liver of the fish, and 
the demon will flee away^ On the second night 
thou wilt be admitted into society with the holy pa- 
triarchs, (p) And on the third night thou shalt 
obtain a blessing ; so that you shall beget children 
in safety. But, the third night being passed, take 
her, a virgin, in the fear of the Lord, induced more 
by the desire of children than by concupiscence, 

(p) Gen. xxviii. 12., Heb. xii. 2% 23. The sense is, pro- 
bably, that he should be enabled, through faith and prayer, to 
commune with the spirits of the righteous of his own nation, 
gone before him into the invisible world. But it is fit the 
reader should know, that the whole of this paragraph (with 
the exception of the direction to burn the liver of the fish, 
and the efiect promised thereon) belongs to the Vulgate 
exclusively ; and is not found in either of the Hebrew texts, 
or in the Greek or Syriac, of the Polyglott Bible. What 
appears in these in its stead agrees, in substance, with the 
translation given in our authorized English version* 
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that in Abraham's i^eed thou mayst procure a- 
blessing with thine offspring. 

Chap. VII. Then went they to the house of 
Ragueli who joyfully received them. And Raguel 
looking upon Tobias said to Anna his wife, How 
like is this youth to my cousin ! And when he 
had thus spoken, he saith. Whence come you, my 
young brethren ? They said. We are of the* tribe 
of Napthaliy and dwell among the captives at 
Nineveh. And Ragitel said, Do you know Tobias^ 
my brother? They said. We know him. And 
when he was about to have spoken much good 
of him, (g') the angel said to Ragtiel; Tobias, after 
whom thou wast asking, is the father of this young 
man. Then Ragicel threw himself upon him and 
kissed him, with tears of joy ; and weeping upon 
his neck*, he said. May the blessing be upon thee, • Gen. xiri. 29. 
my son, for thou art the child of an excellent 
parent. And both Anna his wife and Sarah his 
daughter wept. 

When they had thics spoken with each other, 
Raguel gave order that a sheep should be killed, 
and that they should prepare a feast. But when 
he invited them to sit down to dinner, Tobias said, 

(q) Cumque multa bona loqueretur de eo, &c. — Vulgate^ 
Ad quos iterum dixit, Salvusne est? Responderunt, Salvus 
est. — Ex Hebr. Fagii. Ait ad eos, Estne salvus ? Respou- 
derunt, Salvus. — Ex Hebr. Munsteri. It should seem that the 
sense of the Chaldee was here mistaken by Jerome or hi& 
assistant ; so that a report of the tvell being of Tobias in he^th, 
was converted into an account of his •well doing in a moral 
sense. 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 

* Gen. xxiv. S3. I wUl neither eat nor drink here this day", unless 

thou first grant my request: which is that thou 
promise me Sarah thy daughter to wife. And 
Raguel feared at that word, knowing what had 
hs^pened to her seven husbands b^ore, when they 
went in unto her: and beginning to apprehend 
that the like might befall him also* And when he 
shook his head, and gave no reply to Tobias^ the 
angel said to him, Be not afraid to give her to 
him : for thy daughter must needs be wife to him, 
who is a man fearing God. Moreover, no other 
has been able to possess her. Then said Raguel, 
I have no doubt but that my tears and my prayers 
have been accepted in the sight of God. And I 
believe that for this end God hath brought you to 
me, that she might be joined in marriage to her 

* Gen. xxiv. 50. kiusmau, according to the law of Moses.^ And 

now, doubt not but I will give her to thee. Then 
taking his daughter's right hand, he gave it into 
the right hand of Tobias, saying, The God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac smd, of Jacob be with you : 
and may he himself join you together, and fill up 
his blessing in you. And taking paper they made 
a record of the contract o/* marriage: after which 
they sat ddwn to the feast, blessing God. And 
Raguel called to him Anna his wife, and directed 
her to prepare another chamber. And she led in 
thither her daughter Sarah : and she wept. And 
she said unto her. Be of good courage, my daugh- 
ter! The Lord of heaven give thee joy for thy 
long sufierings. 
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Chap. VIII. When they had supped, they 
brought in the young man to hen And Tobias, 
being mindful of the angePs directions, took out 
of his scrip a piece of the liver (r) qf thejishy 
and put it upon live coals. Then Raphael the 
angel laid hold of the demon, and bound him * • Rev. xx. 
in the desert of Upper Egypt But Tobias ex- 
horted ihe maiden, saying unto her, Saruh, rise up, 
and let us pray to God (js) to-day and to-morrow 
and the day after : for these three nights we are 
joined unto God, and the third night being passed 
we shall be united between ourselves. For we are 
the children of holy parents, and we may not be 
joined together after the manner of the nations 
that know not God. 

Then, rising up both of them together, they 
jointly prayed earnestly that health might be 
granted to them. And Tobias said ^, Lord God «> Ps. ixix. 34. 
of our fathers, let heaven and earth praise thee, 
the sea, and the rivers, and fountains qf watery with 
every creature of thine which is in them ! Thou 
madest Adam of the dust of the earth : thou 
gavest to him Eve for an helper. And now. Lord, 
thou knowest that not for pleasure's sake, but 
solely for the desire of children, I take a sister to 

(r) The heart was mentioned before as proper for this use, 

' and afterwards the liver. In the first of the two instances 

(chap. vi. ver.7. of the English Bible) the heart and the liver 

(or, it should seem, either of them) are prescribed, after the 

Greek; and chap. viii. ver. 2. both are said to be used. 

(s) Wliat follows here to the end of the paragraph, is found 
in neither of the Hebrew texts, nor in the Greek, or its copy, 
the Syriac. 
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wife : in which thing may thy name be blessed for 
ever and ever ! Then said Sarahs Have mercy upon 
us, O Lord : have mercy upon us ; and grant that 
we may grow old together. 

And about the time that the cocks crew, Raguel 
sent for his servants, and they went along with 
him to dig a grave. For he said. Lest perchance 
it have happened to him as it did to the other 
seven, who went in unto her. And when they 
had prepared a grave, Raguel returning to his wife 
said unto her. Send one of thy maids to see if he 
be dead^ that I may bury him ere the day be light* 
So she sent one of her maids : who going into the 
chamber, found them safe and well, asleep both 
together; and coming back, she told the good 
news. Then they blessed the Lord, both Raguel 
and Anna his wife, saying. We bless thee, O God 
of Israel, that it hath not happened unto us as we 
feared. For thou hast showed thy mercy upon us, 
and hast put out from us the enemy that persecuted 
us. Thou hast had compassion on the two who, 
are now united : cause them, O Lord, yet more 
fully to bless thee, and to offer sacrifices in thy 
praise for their safety : that all nations may know^ 
that thou alone art the God of the whole earth, (t) 
And immediately Raguel ordered his servants to 
fill up the grave which he had made, before it 
should be light : and to his wife he gave direction 
to set out the table for the feast, and that she 
should prepare all that was needful for provision 

(<) This prayer is fuller in the Greek (and in the English 
Bible), but much inferior in composition. 
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for the travellers on their way.* Moreover he made^ • Luke, xv. 23. 

them kill two fat heifers and four sheep, to be' 

ready for a feast for all his neighbours and friends. 

And Raguel made Tobias engage to stay two 

weeks at his house. And of all that he possessed 

Ragtiel gave the half to Tobias, and made a 

writing, by which the portion that remained should 

come to Tobias after the decease of himself and his 

wife. 

Chap. IX. Then Tobias called unto him the 
angel (whom he still took for a man), and said 
to him, ^ Brother Azarias, I beseech thee listen ' Judges, ni. 

1 1— 24. 

to me. If I were to give myself to thee for a 
servant, I should still be unworthy of the care 
thou takest fqr me. Yet I beg of thee, that thou 
wouldst take to thee the beasts, or the servants, 
and go to Gabael at Rages of the Medes ; to give 
up to him his writing, and receive the money; 
also, that thou wouldest invite him to my wedding. 
Thou knowest how my father counts the days: 
and every day that I make delay it will sadden his 
heart: And thou seest plainly under what en- 
gagements I have been brought hy Raguel ; and 
I may not make light of the oath which he made 
me swear to him. ^ * Gen. xxiv. 

2—4. 

Then Raphael took four of Raguel's servants 
with the two camels, and proceeded to Rages of 
the Medes. And finding Gabael, he gave him 
back his handwriting, and received the whole sum. 
He told him likewise all that had taken place 
respecting Tobias the son of Tobias, and made 
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him come with him to the wedding. And when 
they entered RaguePs house, he found Tobias 
reclining on^ the couch : who leaping up, they 
kissed each other. Then Gabael wepti and blessed 
God and said. The God of Israel bless thee : for 
thou art the son of a good man, and a just, a man 
fearing God, and giving alms to the poor. And 
may God also bless thy wife and your parents, 
and may you live to see your children and your 
children's children, to the third and fourth gener- 
atibn : Yea, may your seed be blessed of the God 
of Israel, who reigneth for ever and ever ! And 
having all said Amen to this, they sat down to 
table : conducting the marriage feast in the fear 
of the Lord. 

Chap. X. While Tobias was thus detained on 
account of the marriage, his father Tobias became 
anxious for him,* saying. What can be the reason 
of my son's being so long detained in those parts ? 
Can it be that Gabael is dead, and there is no one 
to give him the money? So he began to be in 
great trouble, and Anna his wife with him : and 
they wept both together, because that on the 
appointed day their son had not returned. The 
mother's grief on this account was inconsolable : 
Alas, my son, she said, that ever we sent thee out 
to travel ! Thee, who wast the light of our eyes, 
the staff of our old age ; the solace of our Uves, 
and the hope of posterity to us ! Since all we 
had was wrapped up in thee alone, we ought never 
to have let thee go away from us. To whom 
Tobias would say, Be quiet : trouble not thyself: 
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our son is safe. The man is trusty enough witii 
wbom we sent him. But she would by no means 
be comforted : and every day, going hastily forth, 
she would examine the country, going round, and 
looking out towards every way by which there 
seemed any hope of his returning ; that she might 
see him from afar, if he might but be coming. 

Ragueli meanwhile, was saying to his son-in-law. 
Stay tkou here, and I will send word how you do 
to Tobias thy father. But Tobias replied, I am 
sure that my father and mother count the days 
already, and are very uneasy. And after that 
Raguel had used much entreaty to Tobias^ who 
would on no account listen to his persuasions^ he 
delivered to him Sarah^ with the half of his own 
substance, in young men and maidens, in flocks 
and herds and camels, together with much money.** * Gen, xxxii. 
ThiLS he sent him away rejoicing and in safety, 
saying. May God's holy angel go in the way with 
you, and bring you safely home. May you find all 
well with your parents : and may tJiese eyes of mine 
see your children before I die ! So the parents, 
taking their daughter by the hand and kissing her, 
let her go on her way ; admonishing her to honour 
her father and mother-in-law, to love her husband, 
to rule well her family and household, and to keep 
herself free from all reproach. 

Chap. XI. On their way homeward, when 
they had come as far as Charran, which is the 
eleventh day's journey, half way to Nineveh, the 
angel said. Thou knowest, brother Tobias, in what 
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state thou didst leave thy father. If it please the*; 
therefore, let us go forward ; and let our people, 
together with thy wife and the cattle, come slowly 
on the way qfier us. (u) And this being approved, 
that they should go on, the angel said to Tobias^ 
Take with thee some of the gall of the fish, for 
there will be need of it. Tobias^ therefore, took 
some of the gall, and they went forward. 

But Anna sat daily by the wayside at the top 
of the hill, whence she could see afar : and while 
^he was looking out from this place, she saw her 
«on coming a great way off: and immediately she 
knew him, and ran and told her husband, saying, 
' Gen. xxiv. Here comes thy son ! ^ But Rapliael said to ToUas, 
Do thou, when thou comest into thine house, im- 
mediately worship the Lord thy God, and while 
thou givest thanks unto him, approach thy father 
and kiss him : and at once anoint his eyes with 
that gall of the fish, which thou hast ^out thee. 
For thou shalt find his eyes presently open : and 
thy father shall see the light of heaven, and rejoice 
in beholding thee. Then the dog (t;), which had 

(u) Gen. xxxiii. 13, 14. It was desirable, on two accounts, 
that the young man with his conductor should arrive before 
die rest. 1. It would spare the bride the humiliating spec- 
tacle of a father and mother-in-law in so destitute a condition. 
2. By the restoration of sight to Tobias (as the angel had 
foreseen would happen), he would be enabled both to " rejoice 
in beholding '' his son, and to receive his daughter-in-law with 
satisfaction and comfort. 

(v) Chap. yi. This circumstance is not found in the Hebrew, 
nor in the Greeh, from which our authorized version was made. 
It answers to the previous one of the dog's going out with his 
young master; and we may perceive that his returning firsts 
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been the journey with them, ran forwaird like a 
messenger sent be/bre, wagging his tail for joy, and 
fawning. So that his blind master rose up, and 
began to run, stumbling as he went : then giving 
the servant his hand to lead Mm^ he met his son in 
the way. And taking him up, he kissed him, as 
did his wife also ; and they began to weep for joy. 

And when they had worshipped God and given 
him thanks, they sat down. Then Tobias, taking 
some of the gall, anointed the eyes of his father, 
and waited about half an hour. And the white- 
ness began to peel off from his eyes like a thin 
skin ; which Tobias taking hold of pulled away, 
and immediately he received his sight, (w) And 
they glorified God, he and his wife, and all who 
knew him. And Tobias said, I bless thee, O Lord 
God of Israel : for thou hast chastened, and hast 
saved me. And behold, I see my son Tobias !^ * cen.xin. so. 

After seven days came also Sarah his son's wife, 
with the whole family and the cattle safe j and 
the camels with the large dowry of the wife. But 
the money which he had received of Gabael, 



and fawning upon the old man, completes the conviction of 
the latter, and brings him out of the house to meet the 
travellers. 

(tu) The operation of the remedy is here made gradual, and 
the effect rather a cure than a miracle ; the nature of gall 
being well adapted to the purpose : but it was in a direction 
to the means of cure, and in the certainty of its answering the 
purpose in such hands, that the benefit of the angeFs ministry 
lay, as to that part of his mission. In the Hebrew it is made 
instantaneous, as in the Greek. 
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Tobias had delivered to his father : (jv) and he 
recounted to his parents all the good things which 
God had done for him through the man who had 
been his guide. Then came Achior and Nabathy 
the cousins of Tobias^ to him rejoicing, and con- 
gratulated him upon all the good which God had 
showed concerning him. And they feasted seven 
days, and rejoiced greatly, {y) 

Chap. XIL Then Tobias calling to him his 
son, said utito him, What reward can we give to 
that holy man who came with thee ? Tobias re- 
phed to his father, My father, what recompense 
shall we make him : or what can we do that shall 
be worthy of the benefits which he has conferred 
on Its ? He led me forth and brought me back 
safe: he himself received the money from Gabael; 
he it was who obtained me a wife, and who drove 
away the demon from her, causing her parents 
also to rejoice. He saved me from the jaws of 
the fish ; he caused thee to behold the light of 
heaven. Through him, we are filled with all good 
things. What can we give him, that shall worthily 
recompense such services ? Yet I desire of thee, 

(x) There appears to be something deficient here in the 
text of the Vulgate, which I have supplied in Italics, in the 
way that seemed most consistent with the context. It was 
not likely they should leave this part of the treasure behind 
them. 

(^) In the Hebrew (of Fagius's edition), the whole city is 
made to rejoice at the news, and the nobles of the land, 
proceres regniy to come to fef^st with him. Not a veiy unlikely 
event ! 
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father, that thou wouldest ask if he will con- 
descend to take to himself the half of all that we 
have brought with us. 

Then the father and the son calling him, took 
him aside, and were about to request that he would 
be pleased to accept the half of all that had been 
brcfught. But he said to them thus^ in private. 
Bless the Lord God of heaven, and confess him 
before all men, who' hath extended his mercy to 
you. ' For it is good to keep the king's counsel » Ps. «. u. 
secret : but it is an honour imto men to publish evil. 22. 
and confess the doings of the Most High. Prayer 
is good with fasting and alms : these avail more 
than hidden treasure. For alms deliver from deaths 
and purge away the sins of a man, causing him 
to find out the eternal life : (z) but they that do 
siii and tt?or/c iniquity are the enemies of their own 
souls. Thus do I make known to you the truth. 
Nor will I conceal from you the fnysterious 
counsel qf God. When thou didst pray with tears, 
and bury the dead, leaving thy meals and hiding 
the dead in thine house by day, and burying them 
by night, I presented thy prayers to the Lord, (a) 
And seeing that thou wast accepted of God, this 

iz) In the Hebrewy according to Fagiusy the sense runs thus : 
"Prayer is good, with fasting; and works of righteousness 
better than silver and gold. For righteousness doth expiate 
sin, and deliver from death." We are to remember, in reading 
the passage in the text, that the benefits ascribed to the practice 
of almsgiving were to be derived under the lam. See on this 
subject, Christ's own declaration, Luke xi. 41. 

(a) Turn ego ingredi feci lachrymas vestras in conspectum 
Domini. — Ex Hebr. Fagii edit. 

C 2 
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trial must needs have been to prove thee, (b) But 
now did God send me to heal thefe, and to deliver 
Sarah thy son's wife from the demon. For I am 
the angel Raphael : one of the seven who stand 
before the Lord, (c) 

" When they heard this, they were troubled, and 
fell down upon the earth before him, trembling. 
But the angel said unto them. Peace be unto you : 
fear not As for my being with you, this hath 
been by the will of God. Bless him, therefore^ 
and sing praises to him ! I seemed indeed to you 
to eat and to drink ; but I live by that meat 
which is invisible, (rf) and drink of that cup which 
man cannot discern. And now it is time that I 
return to him who sent me : but do you bless the 
Lord, and tell of all his wonders, (e) 

(b) Solet enim sic Deus justum probare. — Ex Hebr. Mun- 
steri edit* Not in Fagius. 

(c) Atque ego sum Raphael unus ex septem angelis qui 
stant et ministrant coram Deo. — Ex Hebr. Fagiu 

Siquidem ego sum Raphael angelus, unus ex principibus 
ministrantibus ante solium majestatis. — £x Hebr. Munsteru 
Rev. i. 4., comp. 

{d) John, iv. 32. Milton chooses to represent Raphael, 
^ the sociable spirit that deigned to travel with Tobias," as 
eating in reality, ^ with real hunger and concoctive heat,** in 
the company of our first parents. — Paradise Lost, V. 435. 
But in the case of Gideon, Judges, vi. 17 — 21., and again in that 
of Manoah, Judges, xiii. 19, 20., the provision brought for the 
entertainment of the angel is converted into a burnt offering 
to the Lord. 

(e) Nunc ergo confitemini Domino, quoniam bonus est, hac 
enim hor^ ascendam ad mensam meam. Vos autem scribite in 
libro Chronicorum qusecunque in vobis fieri vidistis, et qwe- 
cunque acciderunt vobis. — Ex Hebr. Fagii, 

Nunc ergo scribite vobis omnia verba ista in libro, qui sit in 
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Having thus spoken, the angel was taken away 
from them, and they saw him no more. Then did 
they lie prostrate for the space of three hours on 
their faces, blessing God. And when they had 
risen up, they recited all his wonderful works. 

Chap. XIII. And Tobias the elder opened his 
mouth blessing the Lord, and saying, Great art 
thou, O Lord, for ever. Thy kingdom is ever- 
lasting. Whom thou dost chastise, thou also 
savest : thou bringest down to hell and raisest up, 
and none can escape out of thy hands. Confess 
unto the Lord, ye sons of Israel ! In the sight of 
the nations, praise him : since for this end he hath 
dispersed you among a people that know him not ; 
that you should tell of his wonders, and make 
them understand that beside him there is no Al- 
mighty God. He it is that hath scourged us for 
our sins : and for his mercy's sake he will save us. 
Consider then what he hath done unto you, and 
with fear and trembling confess him ; and in your 
doings exalt Aim, the King Eternal. I, on my 
part, will confess him in the land of my captivity : 
where he hath shewed to a sinful nation his great- 
ness. Turn, now, ye sinners unto him ; and work 
righteousness before the Lord, believing that he 



testimonium ititer vos et inter Deum vestrum cunctis diebuB 
vitee vestrse. Atque res ista sit in signum et testimonium in 
omnem generationem et generationem : et vos benedicite 
Dominum^et confitemini memorise sanctitatis eju8.««£xHehr. 
Munsteri. 
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will deal with you in mercy. For me and mine, 
we will rejoice in the Lord, (g) Bless the Lord, 
all ye his chosen : be joyful, and give him glory. 
O Jerusalem, the city of God, the Lord hath 
chastened thee in the works of thine hands. Con- 
fess unto the Lord in the time qf thy good, (h) and 
bless the everlasting God. So shall he set up 
again his tabernacle in thee, and bring back to 
thee all thine that are in captivity ; and make thee 
to rejoice for ever. Thou shalt shine in brightness, 
and toward thee all the ends of the earth shall 

» isa. ix. 1—7. worship. " Nations from afar shall come unto thee 
bringing gifts, to worship the Lord in thee j and 
shaU count thy land holy. For in thee shall they 
call on the great name. They shall be cursed who 
despise thee: all they that speak evil against thee 
shall be condemned ; but happy shall they be that 

• isa. liv. 17. build thee up. *" Thou shalt rejoice in thy children, 
all of whom shall bless the Lord, and assemble 
before him. Blessed are all they that love thee, 
and that rejoice in thy prosperity. My soul, bless 
thou the Lord ! For the Lord our God will deliver 
Jerusalem, his own city, from all tribulation. 

{g) Ego autem et anima mea in Deo latabimur. — Vulgate, 
In the Vulgate, anima seems to be often used for a man's wife 
or fan^ily ; for that which is most near and dear to him. 

(h) The ten tribes alone having been carried into captivity, 
Jerusalem was yet flourishing : but the kingdom of Judah had 
been greatly reduced in strength, on account of the idolatrous 
practices carried on under Ahaz. They were reformed, and 
the temple of God, which had been shut up, reopened in the 
reign of Hezekiah, now proceeding. To which things allusion 
is here made. 
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Happy shall I be, if there shall remain of my 
children to behold its excellency* "* The gates of ^ isa. Hv. 
Jerusalem shall be built of sapphire and emerald. 
Every precious stone shall be in her walls. All 
her streets shall be made of stones clean and 
white ; and in all her ways they shall sing, Alleluia, 
Blessed be the Lord, who hath set her on high : 
and let his kingdom be in her for ever and ever* 
Amen. 

Chap. XIV. Thus were finished the words of 
Tobias. And Tobias lived, after his eyes were 
opened, forty- two years, and saw his children's 
children to the fourth generation. Thus having 
filled up an hundred and two years (i) he was 
honourably buried at Nineveh. He lost his sight 
being fifty-six years of age, and regained it at 
sixty : (k) and during the remainder of his life waa 
in peace and prosperity, going on well in the fear 
of the Lord. When he came to die, he called to 
him Tobias his soUf with the seven young men his 
grandsons, and said to them. The destruction of 
Nineveh is not far distant : (/) for the word of 

(i) Our authorized version has it '< an hundred and eight and 
fifty years," after the Greek. In the Hebrew his death is not 
mentioned. 

(k) In the Septuagint he is said to have lost his sight at 
fifty-eight, and to have recovered it after eight years. 

(I) If we take the age of Tobias the elder, when carried inta 
captivity, at thirty-five years, the destruction of Nineveh by 
Cyaxares, king of the Medes, falls about forty-eight years, 
after his death. On the supposition that he went into captivity 
at a greater age, the interval will be proportionably lesS. See 
Nahum, chap. i. ii. and iii. 
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the Lord cannot fiul. Then, oiir brethren ifho 
are dispersed out of the land of Israel will return 
thither. All its desert land shall be filled, and 
the house of God which was burned shall be re- 
built And thither shall all they return who fear 
the Lord. And the nations shall leave their idols, 
and come to Jerusalem to dwell there : and all the 
kings of the earth, who worship Israel's God, shall 
rejoice in her. 

My sons, hear me, who am your father. Serve 
God in truth, and be diligent to know and do the 
things that please him : and command your children 
after you, that they do justly, and give alms, and 
be mindful of God, and bless him at all times 
sincerely, and with all their might. And now, 
my children, attend to me. Stay not here: but 
so soon as you shall have buried your mother by 
me in the same grave, turn your feet to depart 
hence. For I perceive that the wickedness of thi^ 
dty will bring on its destruction. 

And it came to pass accordingly that Tobias^ 
after his mother's death, departed from Ninevek 
with his wife, his children, and grandchildren, and 
returned to his wife's parents: whom he found 
well, in a good old age, and took care of them. 
And he himself closed their eyes, and inherited all 
that belonged to the house of Ragvel: living to 
see his sons* sons, in the fifth generation. He filled 
up ninety-nine years (m) in the fear of the Lord, 

(m) In our authorized version, << ^ hundred and seven and 
twenty years/* from the Greek. 
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and they buried him with honour. All his family 
and kindred, moreover, continued in a good life 
and holy conversation: so that they were ac- 
cepted of God, and universally well esteemed of 
men. ^ « iv, cxii 2. 

JLiike,i.50. 
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APPENDIX. 



In the Preface to this Translation I have called the book 
from which it is made a Legend. The word admits of a 
good as well as a bad interpretation; and is by no 
means to be taken as implying a belief, on the part of the 
Translator, that the whole narrative is fabulous^ There 
are many circwnstances in the story which agree suffi- 
ciently with undoubted records of the Jews; although the 
differences which obtain among the MSS. may prevent us 
from accepting the book as authentic history. 

The scene is laid in a country to which the Jews were 
actually carried away captive from Samaria : and if we 
suppose the age of Tobias the elder,, at the time of his 
removal to Nineveh, to have been betwixt thirty-five and 
forty, the journey described in the book (from which it 
appears th^ son returned in his father's sixtieth year) 
falls between the year 701 and 696 B. C, that is, about 
the end of Hezekiah's reign over Judah, or the beginning 
of that of Manasseh. Now Tobias the elder is made to 
say of Jerusalem, on this occasion. The Lord hath chas- 
tened thee in the works of thine hands. Confess unto 
the Lord in the time of thy good, and bless the Everlasting 
Qod. So shall he set up again this tabernacle in thee, 
and bring back to thee all thine that are in captivity, and 
make thee to rejoice for ever. Chap. xiii. This speech 
refers evidently to some divine chastisement which had 
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been inflicted on Jerusalem, and to prosperous events 
which had followed. And in 2 Kings, xviiL and xix., and 
Chron. xsadi. we find an account of the invasion of the 
kingdom of Judah by Sennacherib, with the consequent 
distress of Hezekiah shut up in his capital. From which 
danger being delivered by the interposition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, he lived, during the period which elapsed from 
713 to 698 B. C. In a state of peace and abundance. 
And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour, 
and he made for himself treasuries for silver and for gold ; 
and for precious stones, and for spices, and for shields; 
and for all manner of pleasant jewels : storehouses also 
for the increase of com, and wine, and oil ; and stalls for 
all manner of beasts, and cotes for flocks. Moreover, he 
provided him cities and possessions for flocks and herds in 
abundance : for God had given him substance very much. 
2 Chron. xxxii. 27 — 29. Tidings of such good as this, 
we may well suppose, would reach Nineveh : and it was 
natural that, under the impressions it would produce, the 
aged Israelite should rejoice, and anticipate the restoration 
of the temple worship to its former splendour ; with the 
return from captivity of great numbers of his nation who 
were scattered in the countries around him. 

That two families situated as were those of Tobias and 
Raguel should have been united by a marriage effected by 
the special providence of God, is a thing not more in- 
credible upon Scripture principles (though a little more 
extraordinary) than that the same providence should have 
been exerted to secure the union of Isaac with Rebekah, and 
the descent of ^^ two manner of people " from this couple; 
the elder child's posterity being made to serve that of the 
younger. Gen. xxiv., Acts, xvii. 26. And though nothing 
of this kind may be directly deducible from history in 
the present case, it is certainly possible, that this more 
obscure transaction may in its consequences have been 
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designed to effect soma secret purpose of the AU-wise 
God, in his dispensations to mankind in after ages. 

But it may be observed, the match was brought about 
by the interposition of an angel of God; and there does 
not appear, upon the face of the story, an adequate reason 
for this. Could not the marriage have been as well 
effected by a secret divine influence on the mind of the 
individual concerned or his parents ? Is it not related, I 
would reply, that the aged Tobias, in his great affliction of 
captivity, blindness, and poverty, prayed earnestly to God ; 
and that, at the same time, the prayers of the child of 
his distantly situated and wealthy relative (she, too, griev- 
ously afflicted through the passion of an evil demon for 
her) came up before the presence of the Most High? 
These are causes (we may be allowed to think) sufficiently 
weighty to constitute the dignus vindice nodtiSy and to rescue 
this part of the story from the imputation of violating 
any principle of the doctrine of a divine providence in the 
affairs of men. 

The ministry of angels pervades the whole of the Old 
Testament history, to the time of the taking of Samaria. It 
is insisted on in the book of Job, in the Psalms, and in the 
prophetical writings. It is found, again, in the New Testa- 
ment, and forms a prominent part of the transactions of 
the earliest Christian church. Such missions usually were 
of the most friendly nature ; intended to succour those 
who were, as to all human help, destitute, and to bring 
deliverance from God, in his own way and time, to his 
people. The following Scriptures may be here cited as 
presenting cases sufficiently analogous, viz. Gen. xvi. 7 — -14. 
To save Hagar, and predict the future increase of her 
posterity, the Ishmaelites : xix. 1 — 22. To save Lot, and 
prophecy to him and to Abraham the destruction of the 
land of Sodom: xxii. 11— *18. To save Isaac, and pro- 
phecy of the multitude of his descendants: xxviii. 10. To 
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encoiMge Jacbb, and repeat to him the divine i^romi8ab> 
made to his ancestor. Again, xxxii. 1, 2. To afford to this 
patriarch, by his meeting the angels of Crod at Mahanaim, 
a further proof of the ^dstence of this provision for the 
execution of the divine purposes. I shall not need to in- 
stance further. 

But there is also (it will be said) the agency of an evil 
demon in the piece. And why not ~- since we find the 
same afterwards in the New Testament? Our Lord 
himself was tempted of Satan, the chief of these : the 
apostle Paul was long buffeted by a messenger from Satan« 
The devil entered into Judas, to make him a fit instrument 
for the bringing about (not however with the fore^know- 
ledge or according to the intention of either) the determi- 
nate counsel of Grod, to deliver up his Son for our trans- 
gressions. There is, therefore, nothing in this part of the 
story' which is inconsistent with the Scriptures at large. 

The circumstance c^ seven men having been slain by the 
demon, in their successive attempts to possess the daughter 
of Raguel, is the really difficult part of the narrative. It 
is here, if anywhere^ that we are called to admit the effect 
of the common eastern tendency to amplification. The, 
more they were who had perished in such an enterprise, the 
greater the £uth and courage of him who should ultimately 
achieve it : and thus the historian would exalt the character 
of the hero of the tale. It may be urged, moreover, that 
in a country where there existed any sort of government 
or police, events like these could scarcely happen without 
involving' the whole family in certain destruction. Yet 
they who followed in the attempt, after the cause of the 
death of the first had been rumoured, might be justly 
thought to have brought their destruction upon them- 
selves: and we know, firom many instances recorded in 
the New Testament afterwards, how common and how 
mischievous demoniacal agency had become in those times. 
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Agab, the story may be conceived to. turn, (as ici the . 
ancient epic poems) upon the differing counsels and op>- 
posite proceedings of God and Satan; of the Author of 
all good, and an apostate rebel spirit, working evil m the 
CTeation of God. Nothing but the overruling providence 
of God himself would be equal to such a case — and ac- 
cordingly we find it represented as being, at length, sig- 
nally exerted, in strength sufficient to defeat the malicious 
purpose of the adversary. Here is still nothing unwcaihy 
of the pen of inspiration, or that clashes with Scripture 
history. 

It has been said, that the book ^^ contains so many 
rabbinic^ &bles and allusions to the Babylonifm de- 
monology, that many learned men consider it as an in- 
genious and amusing fiction, calculated to form a pious 
temper, and teach the most important duties.'' Here is 
at least some praise : but where do we find the rabbinical 
febles, or the allusions to Bahylonian demonology ? The 
ceremony used to drive away the demon by fumigation 
has been already spoken to in a note to Chap. vi. There 
is nothing in it inconsistent with the Jemsh faith and 
practice: no power is invoked, on the occasion, that is 
below the true and living God : and with respect to the 
binding of the demon, it may be thought to imply no more 
than the exercise, by the angel, of that authority with 
which Christ afterwards invested his seventy disciples ; and 
of which they had presendy so much proof, that they re- 
turned to him with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name : . by which authority, 
again, the apostle Paul disabled the spirit of Pi/thony which 
had actuated the divining damsel, so tha,t he could no more 
enter into her. 

It is extremely probable that we owe to the policy of 
Jerome, and the zeal of the Christian church in the fourth 
century, an interpolation in the Sixth Chapter ; where the 
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angel gives an account to Tobias of the nature of the 
cause which principally operates in believers to enfeeble 
the soul, and subject the worshipper of the true God to 
the assaults of the enemy. The same band appears, like- 
wise, in the modification and extension of the religious 
exercises ascribed to the parties. 

I^ however, we take these things according to their true 
intent; reading with simplicity of heart, and a desire to be 
wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil 
(Rom. xvL 19.), we may find in them much instruction: 
and they may help to introduce us to the experience of 
that which the apostle so emphatically promised to them 
that should be iully obedient to the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ^^Jnd the God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under yourjeet shortb/.^ Amen. 



THE END. 
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THE 

TRANSLATOR S PREFACE. 



The Scripture Translations, here presented 
to the Public, comprise those parts of the 
Book of Daniel, which were, by the editors 
of the authorised version of the Bible, now 
(or lately) current in this country, separated 
from the text of that book, and placed in the 
Apocrypha. They will form, as far as I can 
judge at present, the last of a series of pieces 
of this kind, which I have been induced to 
publish, in order (if I might, in any degree, 
promote so good an end) to rescue from un- 
just contempt the character of these portions 
of Scripture. It may be, that in the ordering 
of Divine Providence, some abler hand will 
be found to do for the remainder of the Apo- 
crypha, what has been thus effected for a part: 
and, surely, it is a labour at this season need- 
ful for some to engage in, were it only thai 
they might check the infatuation with which 
the so-called Anti-apacryphal party are pro- 
ceeding to fulfil their avowed purpose of de- 
stroying (what the Church, with religious care, 
has preserved through so many ages) an un- 
doubted portion of the antient Scriptures of 
<jod's peculiar people. 

a2 
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What would ensue, should this spirit be- 
come universally prevalent, it is not difficult 
to divine. Already do these books begin to 
vanish from the Quarta Bibles, where the Re- 
formers of the age of Cranmer placed them 
to be read for edification^ in the Churches. 
The multitude, who were certainly intended 
to be instructed and warned by their contents, 
when this measure was decreed, have long 
been deprived of their use; at first, indeed, 
through mere considerations of economy on 
the part of the printers. But the body, which 
originally took cheap Bibles as it found 
them, in order to fulfil the truly Christian 
purpose of making the possession of the 
Scriptures universal, now thinks fit, authori- 
tatively, to sanction and enforce the want. 
And, not content with this, a iaction which 
has been rising in its bosom, and which 
threatens to be one of the most formidable 
that have yet afflicted the Church, publicly 
orders its dependents to bum all the copies of 
the Apocrypha in their possession; a pro- 
ceeding, the ultimateend andtendency of which 
cannot be mistaken. Hunted thus, frx>m the 
Church to the library, from the library to the 
closet, the Apocryphal Books of Scripture will 
soon cease to be found among us. 
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What would ensue^ I again ask, with regard 
to Holy Scripture at large, should this faction 
obtain the ascendancy? There is enough of 
matter to begin upon for fiirther persecution, in 
that which they profess to receive in its whole 
extent as the word of God; enough, which 
may be rejected on the very principles which 
(as they say) have decided their conduct to- 
wards the Apocrypha. And this part, being 
thus disposed of, there will be found more, 
which, with the aid of infidel cavilling, co- 
operating with a supercilious, over-straining, 
Pharisaical judgment, on the part of sincere 
but mistaken believers, may be in no long 
time thus judged down, as unfit for the perusal 
of the many and not needed for the study of 
a few; until a considerable part of the Bible 
shall have been consigned (along with the 
books of the I'ndex Expurgatorius of another 
party) to oblivion, if not to utter destruction. 

Are we, then, grown so worldly, become 
so little in earnest in religion, that we cannot 
derive from even these Scriptures the benefit 
intended for us in their preservation to the 
churches, without being tickled to levity at 
their contents? To the pure, it is said, all 
things are pure: and it is a sign of real dege- 
neracy (under whatever increase of shew, pro- 
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fession^ and performance,) when men begin to 
discover blemishes of this sort, overlooking 
the real beauties of the composition, the sound 
instruction of the matter. As to the pretext 
of false doctrine, it has been in part met by a 
corrected rendering of the passages in which 
it was thought to be found; and in respect 
of the remainder, may be done away at once, 
by referring to parallel or analogous passages 
in many parts of (at least) the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament. With these books ex- 
tinct, we should lose all light on the subject 
of Sacred History, for about three hundred 
years; from the time of Nehemiah to the con- 
clusion of the story of the Maccabees. Will 
any one now undertake to prove them spu- 
rious; nay, to shew from direct evidence what 
part of them is to be rejected for want of au- 
thenticity? But that which is on record from 
antient time as history, mvst stand as matter 
of history y until, by the force of evidence, in- 
ternal and external, it can be set a^de. 

Be not deceived, reader ! God's word consists 
not in the words, and much less in the paper 
and ink, of the book we call the Bible. It is 
the matter, the substance, the meaning, the 
spirit, the power; of which the words are but 
the sign and symbol. Taken in its lowest 
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sense^ it is whatsoever things were written 
aforetime for our instruction by holy men, who 
spake and wrote as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. Of these. Holy Scripture is a 
true record: a divine history of fact, and doc- 
trine, and precept; but delivered in the words 
of man, fallible man ! And, in common with all 
that pertains to our humanity here, it partakes 
of human imperfection. This record will fail 
(1 Cor. xiii. 8 — 10) when faith shall be con- 
summated in sight, and hope in enjoyment; 
but the word of God abideth for ever t (I Peter, 
i. 23—^25.) 

Charity never faileth; but how have we 
failed to maintain it> to love it, to follow after 
it! What wounds have not the controversies, 
the bitter differences on this very subject, 
already inflicted on the Churches? And shall 
we persist in forcing upon the consciences of 
our fellow christians the world over, as a con- 
dition of receiving from us the sacred volume, 
an accordance with our own fallible, not to say 
mistaken, judgment in this thing? Nay, my 
brethren, let us bear with each other; and 
sufier that every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind, ere he be further urged to join 
in a proceeding of so' new and dangerous a 
character. And let no one, who has even been 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Vlll 



accustomed to hear the Apocrypha termed 
' the accursed thing/ imagine, that by cutting 
down through the back of the volume, he 
can effect a separation between things which 
God did never place so far asunder. For, 
let it never be forgotten, there is not, in all 
Holy Scripture, a sentence on which the re- 
jection of these writings can be fairly grounded. 
The whole work has originated, been carried 
on, and concluded (if unhappily it be con- 
cluded for the churches at large in this king- 
dom) by an authority merely human. If the 
Church of England have, indeed, given up 
this question, and it is to be made a condition 
of communion with her, that we reject these 
books, let me and mine be dissenters for ever! 
Forgive me, my fellow christians, this wrong; 
for, indeed, I seem to wrong you in supposing 
it for a moment; and suffer if in any thing I 
have exceeded in expression. I have nothing 
in view, the Lord knoweth, who sees my 
heart, but his gloiy, your preservation from 
fatal errors in the things that belong to his 
word, the Churches good, and my own peace 
of mind and salvation I 

L. H. 

London, 
21ih of Sixth Month, 1Q29. 
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THE STORY OF SUSANNA. 



There dwelt a man in Babylon, whose name was 
Joachim: he took to wife Susanna^ the daughter 
of Hilkiahy a woman of great beauty, and that feared 
God. For her parents, being just persons, had 
thoroughly instructed this their daughter in the law 
of Gody CLS it was delivered by Moses. Joachim 
was very rich; and he had, by his house, a gardeUy 
which was a place of resort for the Jews ; he being 
the most honourable person among them. In that 
year (a) were two of the elders appointed judges, 

(a) In which Joachim was chief of the people^ or in which 
he took Susanna to wife. Daniel is said^ in a Syriac version 
in the Polyglot Bible^ to have been, at this time, twelve 
years of age. This version exhibits, however, the variations 
common to oral tales. Susanna is represented as a widow ; 
and the elders are named Amid and Abid. — And here, reader ! 
let me drop thee a word of caution : If thou be a sober per- 
son, well disposed towards religion and thy country, thou 
wilt read what follows in God's fear. It may serve to 
awaken in thee very serious reflections on the signs of the 
times, and the present state of morals and charity among us. 
But if thy heart be not in God's cause ; if thou be a scoffer, 
a sensualist, lay down the book, for it may furnish thee with 
yet further occasion to speak evil of the truth; and may 
augment, in the sight of God thy judge, the materials of thy 
condemnation. To the pure (I repeat) all things are pure; 
(Tit i. 15 ;) and to those, this simple pathetic story may afford 
matter both of instruction and warning. Of instruction, as 
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of the sort of men of whom the Lord spake, saying, 

that wickedness went forth from Babylon through the 

• isiu ill. 12. V. elders, who seemed as judges to rule the people**^ 

ix. 13— 17. These frequented the house of Joachim: and to 

xxix. 13 — 16. * 

them came all who had causes to be tried. 

At noon, when the people went to their homes, 
Susanna was accustomed to come forth and walk in 
the garden by her husband's house. Here, those 
tioo elders saw her daily going in^ and taking her 
walks, and they were inflamed with love towards 
her ; insomuch that it quite overpowered diem, and 
they ceased to have regard to Heaven above, nei- 
ther called to remembrance the just judgments of 
b Numbers, Ood^. Thus wcrc they both smitten with the love 
of her, yet neither of them disclosed his passion 
to the other ; for they were ashamed to acknowledge 
to themselves their desire to lie with her. But they 
watched carefully, every day, to get a sight of her, 
and saying one to the other. It is dinner time, let us 
go home : when they had gone forth, they still re- 
turned and came together again. Of which conduct^ 
when they had mutually enquired the reason, they 
confessed their passion to each other; and agreed 
upon a time when they might find her alone. And, 
the weather being hot, she happened on that day, 
as at some other times, to go into the garden with 
her two maids, intending to use the bath : and 

being one of the most antient reeorda of a popular trial 
extant: of warning, as exhibiting an awful example of the 
summary conviction and punishment of the false witness 
and nnjast judge. 
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there being no one about the places beside these 
two elders, they hid themselves, and observed her. 
' Bring (she said to her maids) oil and wash- 
balls, and shut to the garden door, that I may 
wash me'';' who did as they were ordered, notc2Sam.xi.3. 
knowing that the two elders had concealed them- 
selves within the walls. But as soon as the maids 
were gone (ml^ they rose up and ran to her, saying. 
The garden gate is shut, and no one will see us: we 
are inflamed with desire towards thee; wherefore 
consent thou to lie with us : for, if thou refiise this, 
we will bear witness against thee, and si^y that a 
young man was with thee, on whose account thou 
hadst sent the maids away. (6) Then Susanna 
sighed bitterly, and said, I am in a strait every way: 
for, if I do this thing it is my death; and if I do it 
not, I shall not escape your hands* But it is better 
for me to suffer the worst at men's hands, than to 
sin in the sight of God"^. So she cried with a loud dGeii.xxxix.9. 
voice; and the two elders cried out against her, 
while one of them ran to the gate and set it open. 
The servants heard the outcry in the garden, and 
rushed in, by a private door, to see what was the 
matter. They were, however^ greatly ashamed when 
the two elders had told their story, for nothing of 
die kind had ever been' reported of Susanna. 

On the morrow, when the people came together 
to Joachim her husband, these two came also, full 

(b) A device common to such characters ; as may appear 
from other stories, and especially from that of Zucre^a in 
Roman history. 
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of «vil thoughts against Susanna, intending to put 
•iia.iiz.7. her to death^ They said, dierefore, to the assem- 
bly, Send for Susanna^ the daughter of Hilktahy 
the wife of Joachim. And immediately they sent 
'nangfl^zxi. for her^. So 3he came, with her parents, her 
children, and all her relations ; a delicate person 
and of great beauty. But these wicked men com- 
manded that her veil should be taken off, (for she 
was veiled,) that even thus they might be filled with 
her beauty. Then her relations wept, together with 
all who knew her. And the two elders, standing up 
in the midst of the people, put their hands upon her 
head, while she, weeping, looked up to heaven. 
Then said the elders. We were walking in the gar- 
den by ourselves, when this woman came in with 
her two maids, and, shutting the door, sent away 
the maids from her. Then came to her a young 
man who lay hid therey and lay TVith her ; and we 
who were ia a comer of the garden, seeing this wick- 
edness, ran to them, and found as we have said. 
Him we could not indeed catch; for he was too 
strong for us, and opening the door he escaped: but 
having apprehended her, we asked who that young 
man was, and she refused to tell us. This is that 
which we have to testify against her. 

To these men the multitude gave credence, as 
being of the elders and judges of the people; and 
they condemned her to death. But Susanna lifted 
up her voice, and said, O, thou eternal God, who 
knowest all things before they come to pass, and 
from whom nothing is hid, thou knowest how false 
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that testinMHiy is which they have borae against me! 
And now, behold! I am to die, though I have done 
none of those things which they have maliciously 
laid together against me. And the Lord heard her 
prayer: so that, when she was about to be led to 
execution, he stirred up the spirit of a youth, by 
name Daniel, who cried aloud, I am clear of the 
Uood of tihds woman^. Then the whole multitude, gDeutxxi. 
turning to Daniel, said to him. What is this speech p^ims^zcir. 
that thou hast uttered? And he, standing in the p^f^i. 15^ 
midst of the people^ rejiied, Are ye so foolish, ye J^. ^^^ j^g. 
sons of Israel, as that, without enquiry or delibera- jy'l'^JI;!^ 
don, ye have condemned to death a daughter of 
Israel? The cause must be judged over again, for 
they have borne false witness against her. 

Then the people returned with haste to the place 
of judgment: and the elders said to him. Come, 
and sit in the midst of us, and judge with us ; since 
God hath given thee the honour due to the aged. 
But DamW said, Separate these two, the one from 
the other, and put them far apart, that I may try 
them. When, therefore, they had been thus put 
apart, he called for one of them, and said to him, 
Thou who art grown old in iniquity, now are thy 
former sins come to light, which thou hast committed 
in unjust judgments ; oppressing the innocent and 
acquitting the guilty : though the Lord hath said. 
Thou shalt not slay the innocent righteous person**. iiExod.xxiii. 
Now, therefore, if thou didst see her, tell me under 
what tree thou sawest them together. He replied, 
Under the holm tree. Then ssdd Daniel^ Thou hast 
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fitly lied against thine own head; for, behold! the 

angel of the Lord hath received the sentence already 

t Mutt zxiv. at his hand, to cut thee in two^ And, sending him 

L^e|'ni.45, forth, he commanded the other to come; to whom 

^^' he said, Thou seed of Canaan, and not of Judah, 

ic Job, zzxi. the beauty of a woman hath deceived thee^, and an 

j^Si] xiii. 16. evil desire hath subverted thine heart. Thus have ye 

dealt with the daughters of Israel, and they, through 

fear, companied vdth you : but here is a daughter 

of Judah, who could not abide your wickedness! 

Tell me now, therefore^ under what tree didst thou 

find them in company together? He replied. Under 

a lentisk. Then said Daniel to him. Thou also hast 

lied opportunely against thy own life; for the angel 

of God is waiting, with his sword drawn to cut 

thee asunder: and he shall slay you both! 

Then the whole assembly cried out with a loud 
voice, blessing God, who delivereth them that put 
their trust in him. And they rose up against the 
two elders; for Daniel had convicted them, out of 
their own mouths, of false witness : and they did unto 
them as they had wickedly gone about to do to their 
neighbour, (according to the law of Moses,) and 
iDeat.xix. P"' them to deaths Thus was the innocent blood 
^^~^*' delivered on that day. And Hilkiahy with his wife, 
praised God for their daughter Susanna^ as did also 
Joachim^ her husband, and att their kindred, for that 
the evil thing was not found in her. And Daniel 
became great in the eyes of the people, and a prince 
from that day forward. 
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THE SONG OF AZARIAH, 



AND 



HYMN OF THE THREE CHILDREN; 

Which is found in the Syriac, ArMc, Chreek, and Vulgate Latin 
Scripture, but not in' the Hebrew, 



So they walked in the midst of the flames, pnuS'- 
ing God and blessing the LfOrd\ And Azariah, aDaii.iii.25* 
standing stilly prayed ; and, opening his mouth in the 
noddst of the fire, said, Blessed art thou. Lord God 
of our fathers : thy name is to be praised and glori- 
fied for ever. For thou art righteous in ail that thou 
hast done unto us: all thy works are true, and thy 
ways right, and just are all thy judgments. For 
thou hast done just judgment in all that thou hast 
brought upon us, and upon Jerusalem, the holy city, 
Ae abode of our fathers: for in truth and in judg- 
ment, because of our sins, thou hast brought all 
these things upon us. For we have sinned and 
wrought iniquity in drawing back from thee: yea, 
in all things we have been faulty before thee. Unto 
thy commandments have we not hearkened, nor ob- 
served them ; nor have we done that thou didst bid 
us do, that it might be well with us^. All things, bDeutir. 

29—40. 
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therefore, which thou hast brought upon us, what- 
soever thou hast done unto us, thou hast done m 
true judgment; even in delivering us into the hands 
of our enemies, the worst and most unjust and faith- 
less of men, and unto a king corrupt and unrighte- 
ous beyond all tiuit are upon the earth. 

And now, behold ! we are dumb with confusion, and 
are become a reproach to thy servants, and to those 
that worship thee. Give us not up, we beseech thee 
for thy name's sake, for ever: abolish not thy cove- 
nant, nor take away thy mercy from us, for Abra- 
ham's sake^ thy friend; for Isaac's thy servant, and 
Israel's thy holy one ; to whom thou didst speak, pro- 
mising that thou wouldst make their children as the 
stars of heaven, and as the sands on the sea shore, 
c Gen. XV. 4, 5. for multitude^ Whereas now, O Lord, we are 
^\ 15^ 18. become the least of all nations, and are at this day 
Sviii 1^15. humbled in the view of the .whole earth for our sins. 
Nor have we, at this time, either prince, or prophet^ 
or leader; or whole burnt offering, or sacrifice, or 
oblation, or incense; or place of offering up our first 
fruits before thee, that we might thtis find mercy, (a) 
But we shall be accepted in humility of mind and in 
dPsai-xxxiv. a contrite spirit"^. Let, then, our offering be this 
isaVirii. 15. day acceptable in thy sight, as when it was made 
in the midst of whole burnt sacrifices of rams, and 
of bullocks, and thousands of lambs : for they shall 
ePsai. xxii. not bc confouudcd that put their trust in thee^ 

4,5. 

I8a.xl7.16,17 
Heb. n. 34. 

(a) How descriptive, alas! of the condition of the same 
people at this day. 
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Now that with all onr heart we follow thee^, and 
seek thy face, fearing thee, put us not to confu- 
skm^y but deal with us in thy kindness, according fPsaLixux. 9. 
to the multitude of thy mercies, and deliver us by 1—4. 
thy marvellous working, O Lord, and give glory to 
thy name! And, in thine atmightiness, confound 
all those that evilly entreat thy servants: let them 
be turned back, and their strength utteiiy broken, 
that they may know that thou art Grod, ihe glorious 
Lordofthewholeearth'f. (6) is-i^^* 

The king's officers, meanwhile, who had put them 
in, ceased not to supply the furnace with naphtha, 
and tow, and pitch, and brushwood, until the fire 
flamed up forty and nine cubits high above the fiir- 
nace; (c) when it broke through, and burned those 
of the C!haldees that were within reach about the 
fire\ But the angel of the Lord weftt dow» with h Dan. m. 22. 
Azariah and his companions inta the fornace, said 
smote out the flame, making in the midst, as it were, 
a codi moist wind ; so that the fire touched them 
not, nor in anywise injured or put them ta inconve- 
nience, (d) 

(b) There is in ibis prayer mucli of the pathos ef truth, 
and of the spirit of Holy Scripture, in which we may be 
sure that Azariah had been instructed. 

(c) Which might easily be known, by comparison with 
some object of known height near. 

(d) Psal. civ. 4. Which, but for the sense given to it in 
Heb. i. 7, might have been read, ^ Who maketh the winds 
his angels, and flames of fire his messengers;' and would 
then have been in close agreement with the context. The 
wind was doubtless employed as an instrument in this provi- 
dence: but we are not to forget, that when the king's eyes 
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Then did these three, as with one mouth, praise 
and bless and glorify God in the furnace, saying, 
Blessed art thou. Lord God of our fathers, who art 
to be praised and glorified and exalted over all, for 
ever. And blessed through all ages, and to be 
praised and exalted over all, is the holy name of thy 
glory. Blessed art thou in the holy temple of thy 
glory; yea, to be praised and ^orified above all, for 
ever. Blessed art thou on the throne of thy king-* 
dom; yea, to be praised and exalted over all, for 
ever. Blessed art thou who beholdest the deeps, and 
sittest upon the cherubim ; yea, to be praised and 
exalted over all, for ever. Blessed art thou in the 
firmament of heaven ; yea^ to be praised and gloria 
fied for ever ! 

Bless the Lord, all ye his works : praise and exalt 
»Rev.v.i3. him above all, for ever*. Bless the Lord, O ye 
angels of the Lord; praise and exalt him above all, 
for ever. O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord ; praise 
and exalt him above all,. for ever. O all ye powers, 
ikat are of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, and praise 
and exalt him above all, for ever. Sun and moon, 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all, 
for ever. Ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord : 
praise and exalt him above all, for ever. O all ye 
rains and dews, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt 
him above all, for ever. 



)iad been divinely opened , so that he could discern what wad 
passing, he saw this divine person, the angel of the covenant^ 
' walking in the midst of the fire/ his form being * like the 
&Qn ot God.' Exod. xxiii. 20: xxxii. 34 : xxxiii 2. Isa* Ixiii. 9* 
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Let every wind iii heaven bless the Lord, who is 
to be praised and exalted over all, for ever. Let fire 
and heat bless the Lord, who is to be praised and 
exalted over all, for ever. Let winter and summer 
bless the Lord, who is to be praised and exalted 
over all, for ever. Let rime and mist bless the Lord, 
who is to be praised and exalted over all, for ever. 
Let frost and snow and ice bless the Lord, who is to 
be praised and exalted over all, for ever. Let night 
and day bless the Lord, who is to be praised and 
exalted over all, for ever. 

YeUy light and darkness bless ye the Lord, and 
praise and exalt him above all, for ever. Ye clouds 
and thunders bless ye the Lord, and praise and exalt 
him above cdl, for ever. O, earth, bless thou the 
Lord, and praise and exalt him over all, for ever, (e) 
Ye mountains and hills Uess ye the Lord, and 
praise and exalt him above all, for ever. All things 
that grow on the earth bless ye the Lord, and 
praise and exalt him above all, for ever. Ye foun- 
tains of waters bless ye the Lord, and praise and 
exalt him above all, for ever. Seas and rivers bless 
ye the Lord, and praise and exalt him above all, for 
ever. Bless the Lord, ye great whales, with all 
things that move in the waters, for he is to be 
praised and exalted above all, for ever. Let all the 
fowls of heaven bless the Lord, who is to be praised 
and exalted over all, for ever. Beasts and all cattle, 

(e) Benedicito tota terra domino. — Lat ex Syr. Fsal. 
cxlviii. 

b2 
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bless ye the Lordi who is to be praised and exalted 
overall, forever! 

O, all ye childrea of men, bless ye the Lord> and 
praise and exalt him above all, for ever. Let Israel 
bless the Lord, and praise and exalt him above all, 
for ever. Bless the Lord, O ye priests of the Lord, 
and praise and exalt him above all, for ever. Bless 
the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, and pnuse and 
exalt him above all^ for ever. Qless the Lord, ye 
souls and spirits of the just, and praise and exalt 
him above all, for ever. Bless the Lord, ye that are 
humble and pure in heart; praise and exalt him 
above all, forever! 

And let us, Azariah, Ananias, and Mishael, bless 
the Lord, and prai&e and exak him above all, for 
ever! For he hatk plucked us out of heU, he hath 
saved us from the hand of death, be hath cbUvered 
us from the burning flame, taking ua out of the 
midst of the fire ! 

Say unto the Lord^ thou art good; th^ mercy en- 
dureth for ever. AB ye that fear the Lord, bless ye 
Ike God of gods, and praise hka^ and confess unto 
him, for his mercy endureth for eyer I 
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tttE StOftY Ot Ml AND ttiE tULAGOH. 



iTbeH W^ Astydges the king laid t n the sepulchres 
6f hid fathers, and Cyriis thb Persian rdigned in his 
stead. And Daniel was the kih^'is gnest, and was 
hbboured abdVe all his friends. NotV there was an 
idol of th^ BabylbtiianS called J^el, oh which there 
was spent ddily an offisring of six and thirty biishels 
of fine flour, with forty sheep and six jars of wine. 
Th6 king also worshipped it, going eVery day to bow 
befbrti it: biitZ>am6/ worshipped his God. (a) And 

(it) The following information from Prideaux may help the 
reader to understand this narrative, in which ^ considerable 
intel*ysll of time and some chatige of place being left tmnotic^dy 
it is necessarily obscure when tompiared ^ith Hie rest of the 
history of Daniel. In the year 559 before Christ, (the same 
in which JEvilmerodach, king of Babylon was slain,) died Asty- 
ages, kitig of Bf ^dia, to whom succeeded Cyaxares It. his 
son, in the citfil administration, and Cyrug (his grandson 
by his daughter Mandane) in the military* In the year 539, 
ietshazzar was slain, and Babylon taken by Cyrm; who 
doihg it udder thei orders of tJyaxares hii^ ulicle, oiH^r^ise 
called Darius, it is said of the latter thdt he took the king- 
dom^ to wit, of Babylon. See Dan. v. 30, 31. Babylon being 
taken, dyrus went into F^ersia, and returning accompanied 
by CyaxUreSi left the latter in Babylon: and under thU prince 
tkt traniactioris which Ud to the casting of Daniel into the den 
of Uons are thought to have happened. These may be con- 
sidered as related partly in ehap. ti. of Daniel^ and partly in 
this story. 

b3 
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the king said unto him^ Wherefore dost thou not wor- 
ship Bel? To whom Daniel made answer. Because 
I do not worship idols made with men's hands, but 
the living God, the Creator of heaven and earth ; 
who hath power over all flesh. But (said the king 
to him) dost thou not perceive that Bel is a living 
God? Seest thou not how much he eateth and drink- 
eth daily? But Daniel smiling replied, O king be 
not deceived: for this idol is but clay within and 
a Wisdom, ziY. brass without, and eateth nothing*. Then the Idng 
Hab.iLi8,i9.was angry: and calling to him the priests of Bel, 
he said to them, Unless ye diall declare to me 
who it is that is fed at all this cost, ye shall die. 
But if ye will shew how it is that Bel eateth up these 
provisionSy Daniel shall die; for he hath blas- 
phemed against Bel. And Daniel said unto the 
king, Let it be according to thy word. (6) 

Now the priests of Bel were seventy persons, be- 
sides their women and children. And the king came, 
together with Daniel^ into the temple of Bel; and 
the priests of Bel said. Behold, we wiU go forth 
out of the temple: but do thou, O king! put the 
meat on the table and mix the wine, and shut to the 
door, and seal it with thy own signet. And wh^i 
thou comest in on die morrow, unless thou find that 
Bel hath eaten the whole, we will consent to die: 
otherwise, Daniel shall die, who hath lied against us. 

(6) Beh or Belus, from Baal^ [Lord] is supposed to have 
been the monarch Nimrod deified. His temple at Babylon 
wias a prodigious pyramidal structure of a furlong square 
at the base ; and is considered by Bochart as the same with 
the original tower of Babel. Prideaux, Part 1. Book 2. 
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Thus confident were they, for they had made beneath 
the table a private entrance, by which they came in 
continually, and ate up diose provisions. When, 
therefore, they were gone out, and the king had set 
the meat before Bel, Daniel gave order to his attend- 
ants, and they brought ashes, which he sifted over 
the whole floor of the temple, in the king's presence. 
Then they two, going out, shut to the door, and seal- 
ing it with the king's signet, went away. But the 
priests according to their custom entered in by night, 
with their wives and children, and ate and drank 
aU.(o) 

By that time it was day the king had risen, and 
DamW with him; and the king said, Daniel, are the 
seals unbroken? who replied, they are whole. And 
immediately as he opened the door, the king looked on 
the table, and cried with a loud voice, Great art thou 
O Bet! and in thee is no deceit at all. But Daniel, 
laughing, held back the king, that he might not go 
in, and said. Look at the pavement, and consider 
whose footsteps are these. Then said the king, I see 
the prints of the feet of men, women and children, (d) 
And the king was angry, and apprehended the priests 
with their wives and children ; who shewed him the 
secret passages, by which they came in and con- 
sumed what was on the table. For which the king 
slew them; and delivered Bel into the power of 

(c) Which they might do with wood ashes uoder their feet, 
without perceiving the state of the floor. 
. (d) Each distinguishahle (no doubt) by the /or»^ of the 
shoe, as well as by the size. 

b4 
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Daniel^ who threw down the image and the tensple 
of Bel 
There was likewise in that place a great serpent, 
b Jam. ill. 7. which the Babylonians worshipped^. And the king 
M2,i3.' said to Daniel^ Behold, now thou canst not say 
that this is not a living God; therefore worship him. 
But Daniel said to the king, I worship the Lord my 
God, for he is the living God. But do thou, O king ! 
give permission, and I will slay the serpent without 
club or sword. And Uie king said, I give diee 
hane. (e) Then Daniel took pitch, and fat, and hair, 
and melted them together, and made it into lumps, 
and put them into the serpent's nK>uth: and the ser- 
pent burst asunder. And Daniel said, this is that 
you have been worshipfHug! 

When the Babylonians heard this, they had greett 
indignation, and gathered themselves together 
c Dan. Ti. 15. agaiust the king% saying, The king is become a 
Jew ! he hath destroyed Bel^ he haUi killed the dra- 
gon, and slain the priests. And coming to the king, 
they said. Deliver up Daniel to us, or we yn\\ make 
an end of thee, and o£ thy house. Then the king 
perceiving that Uiey would make an assault upcm 
him,(/) and being urged by the necessity of the case, 
delivered up Daniel to the men of Babylon, who 
cast him into the den of lions, where he remaio^ 

(e) Let the reader note^ that the prophet did not consider 
himself at liberty to destroy even a noxious object of idolatry 
wkhout the authority of the civil power. 

(/) The army being occupied about this time under Cirrus 
in tiie conquest of Syria^ it is possible that Cymxares might 
be left at the mercy of a faction in Bal^lon. 
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six days. There tvere in the den seven lionn^ to 

whidi they gave daily two carcases and two (^eep'^) d Dan. ri. 16. 

which at that time were not given to them, in order 

that diey might devour Daniet. e Hcb. n. 33. 

Now there was in Judea, a prophet named Jffa- 
bakkuk^ who had boiled soup, and broken bread into 
it in a bowl, and was going into the fidid to carry it 
to his reapers. And the angel of the Lord said to 
HcAakkuky Carry the dinner which thou hast Aere 
to Daniely who is in the lion's den in Babylon. But 
Habakkuk said, My Lord, I never saw Babylon, and 
I know not where the den is. Then the angel of the 
Lord, in the vehemence of his spirit, took him up by 
the hair of his head^ and carried him to Babylon, and 
set him down over the den of lions^ And Ha-fAct8,Tm.39, 
bakkuk cried aloud, saying, Daniel thou servant of ' i 
God, take the dinner which God hath sent thee. (^) 
And Daniel said, Thou hast remembered me O my 
God ! and hast not forsaken them that trust in thee! 

(g) Would it not have been as easy, the infidel may ask with 
a sneer, to have supported Daniel to the end of his confine- 
ment without foody as thus to bring another prophet through 
the air with it? Doubtless it would have been as easy — seeing 
that God is Omnipotent: but it seems that it pleased the Om- 
nipotent and AUwise God at once to refresh nature in his 
servant, and to confirm both his faith and that of his coun- 
tryman, Habakkuk, by this miracle. Let the objector read 
the three short chapters of the book of this prophet, every 
line of which is precious, even as sublime description and 
most interesting sentiment, (to say nothing of its wonderful 
relation to time past, present, and to come,) and blush to have 
doubted that the God of Habakkuk should vouchsafe to asso- 
ciate him (for that one time at least) with an angel on an er- 
rand of mercy. Hab. i. 14. Dan. xii. 13. 
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So he arose and did eat: the angel^ moreover, im- 
mediately set Habakkuk again in his own place. 

On the seventh day came the king to mourn for 
Daniel: and drawing nigh to the den, he looked in^ 
and behold! Daniel was sitting there in the midst 
of the lions. And the king cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Great art thou, O Lord God of Daniel ! 
And he took him out of the den. Moreover, he 
turned into the den those who had been the cause of 
his condemnation, and they were devoured in a mo- 
mait, in his presence. Then said the king, Let the 
inhabitants of the whole earth obey the God of 
Daniely for he is a Saviour, a Deliverer; shewing 
signs and working wonders in heaven and on the 
earth, even he who hath delivered Daniel from the. 
den of lions. 
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A SHORT TREATISE 

ON THE MATTER CONTAINED IN THESE STORIES. 



The history of Susanna, inserted in the Apocry" 
pha of our Bibles, is said to be, ' set apart from the 
beginning of Daniel, because it is not in the He- 
brew, Bs neither the story of Bel and the dragon.' 

The circumstance here mentioned might be a suf- 
ficient reason why these two pieces of history were 
not included in the collection of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures. They were not in the sacred language of the 
Jews ; and this people were too proud of their trea- 
sury of divine truths, to admit into it what might 
seem to connect them with another nation. I have 
already given an opinion in my translation of the 
book of EcclesidsticuSy that ^ if the Jews could have 
produced a perfect copy in Hebrew, when their 
Scriptures were embodied, they would not have 
scrupled to give that bcbk a place with the rest.' 
There are other reasons, which may be supposed 
also to have influenced die opinion of their leading 
men to a neglect of the story of Susanna. It re- 
lates things which happened during their capti- 
vity, and which in themselves were discreditable to 
the ciders who then ruled. Some may even ob- 
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ject that it is probably a^ fiction, framed by some 
admirer o£ Daniel, in order to exalt the charac- 
ter of that prophet But how will they set about 
proving this ? At present it stands upon the 
footing of authentic history, — ^not the less such, 
surely, for being found together with its companion 
in the Greek tongue: into which it was very pro- 
bable these tales would pass when they ceased to be 
stories y (properly so called,) that is, matter orally 
ddivered from cme Jew to another, for the same 
end for which such thiiigs are commonly circulated 
the worid over^Hlie totertainihent of the mind, and 
the formation atid advimcemeilt of national charac-* 
ter in the hearers. 

Jero^Mj in his prologue to Daniel, makes men^ 
tion criT objections to this piece, and to th^ other 
portions of Daniel fbund in the Apocryf^a, wluch 
were urged in his presence by a learned Jew« The 
idtory ci Susanna he derided, concluding that it 
had been got up by some Greek. The three young 
men in the fiimace he thought very unlikely to have 
bad leisure there to cotiipose a hymn, in l^vhich all 
nature is called upon, in set verse, io praise God for 
their deliverance : not, however, taking time him- 
self to reflect, that nuch a piece might \ety well be 
composed after the event, and of wlmt had really 
passed, during it, under the Divine influence j and 
inserted (as that prayer is in the book of Jcmah,) 
in its apparent fdace in the narrative. The judg^ 
ment of Da^iiel, in the case of Susanna, and his de^ 
tection of the pridsts 6f Bel in their frauds, appeared 
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to him to savour mow of hmom sagaqity ^ban <)f 
the prophetic spirit ; an opiiuoa whioh^ howeyeis 
seems to admit the reality of the transactioast. Yet 
with all this> and more, before him, Jerome does 
not pretend tp decide for his reader, but contents 
himself with giving the precedence ta what ww of 
undoubted authenticity in the book before him; 
inserting these minor stories at the end. Far, he 
observes, they are so universoMy Jmomh thai cm in^ 
experienced reader would be apt to deem the work 
imperfect without them. 

A further difficulty, which might be raised, on 
the subject of the in(;roduction of the name of the 
project Habakkuk^ wUl be as easily obviated as the 
foregoing. Habakkuk, it may be said, was not a 
cotemporary with Daniel, and the piece (for so do 
these hostile inferences commonly proceed) is there-- 
fore spurious. The time of the prophecy of the 
former b set down 626 B.C; whereas Daniel was 
not at Babylon as a youth, (or chUdy as he is termed 
in our versicm,) until about 60^ twenty yeara after- 
wards; and it was about seventy yeara later still 
that he was. casyt into the den of lions. 

On which, I may remark, in the first place, thajt 
if Habakkuk wrote this prophesy at <he tiioe stated, 
and in early Ufo, (and it hath in its descriptions all 
the fire of youth,) he must have be^i about an hun- 
dred and ten years old at the time of Daniel's ex- 
tremity. An age at which it wa3 possible , certainly, 
that the miracle should be wrought dirough his 
ineans. But Brid^auic^ who. {Jaces him along with 
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the prophet Zephaniah, in the reign of Jehoiakim, 
609 B.C. confesses that ' neither the time in which 
he lived, nor the parents from whom he was de- 
scended, are anywhere named in Scripture:' but, 
it seems, * he prophesying the coming of the Chal- 
deans, in the same manner as Jeremiah did, this 
gives reason to conjecture that he lived in the 
«ame time.' In these matters, where nothing is 
recorded, one hath the same right to shoot his bow 
as another. I shall, therefore, take the liberty to 
conjecture that Habakkuk might be left in the land 
of Judea a mere child, at the time of the carrying 
away of Daniel and others, his countrymen, to 
Babylon. This will leave the time from 606 to 688 
B.C. for him to grow up, and utter that part of his 
recorded prophesies, which relates to the coming 
of the Chaldeans. 

Of the pro[diesy of Habakkuk, I may further re- 
mark, that the people of Israel are not so much as 
named in it. The prophesy is addressed to some 
^ among the heathen ;' and it is said of the Chal- 
deans, that they shall ^ march through the breadth 
of the landy to possess dwelling-places, not theirs'; 
diat (hey ^ shall scoff at kings, and princes shall 
be a scorn unto them ;' that ^ they shall deride 
every strong hold, for they shall heap dust and 
«Hab.i.io. take it." All which may relate to the whole pro- 
ceedings of an expedition not confined to Judea, 
if we even admit this country to be comprehended 
in it. In what country was the prophet when he 
uttered his prediction ? The subsequent denunci- 
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ations in Chapter 2ndy plainly relate to a heathed 
prince, an idolater, of inordinate ambition and co« 
vetousness, and of dissolute manners, whose over-^ 
throw (but not his death) is obscurely foretold in 
the 7th, 8th, 16th, and 17th verses. Was not this 
Nebuchadnezzar, and might not the prophet Ha-* 
bakkuk, as well as Daniel^ be in captivity, or a 
traveller during part of his time? He says him- 
self, elsewhere, ^ I saw the tents of Cushan in 
affliction : the curtains of the land of Midian did 
tremble.' If he saw this, he must at least have 
been in Arabia. He seems to have seen much of 
predatory expeditions, somewhere^. ^ Jer. xxiv. 8— 

There is one thing more in Jerome's prologue to xt! 33. 
the book of Daniel, which demands our close atten- 
tion. He says, ^ Danielem et Esdram— Hebraicis 
^ quidem Uteris sed Chaldeo sermone conscriptos,' 
that the books of Daniel and Esdras, though in the 
Hebrew character, are, nevertheless, written in the 
Chaldee language; which being ill understood by 
the translator of these books into Greek, may have 
occasioned the faults which appear in them in the 
SeptuaginV This observation, with regard to the 
book of Daniel, requires to be qualified. Prideaux 
says ^The book of Daniel is written in Chaldee, 
from the fourth verse of the 2nd chapter to the 
end of the 7th chapter,' that is, about half the 
book. The seventh chapter is prophetical; all the 
rest of the prophecies are in Hebrew; the historical 
parts, as already mentioned, in Chaldee. 

The author may have written these parts in 
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Chakke, in ord^ that they Hiight be read by the 
kiBg and otheits^ who did not so well understand 
the Hebrew ; w he may have dictated them to a 
CSialdee scribe ; or they may be the record of the 
transactioBSi, composed by such an one under his 
direction: for it is observable^ that in the first six 
diapters the prophet na where mev^ons himself, 
bat a[^)ears always in die third person. Nay^ the 
fourth chapter is^ from the beginning to the end, a 
royal pro<^matioii ; in which (with the exception 
of that part in Terse 28-^-33, of which he could not 
80 properly speak in the first person) the king, 
Nebuchadnezzar himself sets forth the signs, and 
wcHdders that tbe^ High Ood had wrought toward 
him« In the second Terse of efaap. viL we find 
worda which plakdy shew that this ^ision^ with the 
intorpretation^ were dictated by the prophet to a 
scribe,-^^ Daniel spake and said^ I saw in my vision 
by night/ and so forth : the ivference from aU 
which is^ thathyihfi same rule bf which the books 
of ISsdraSy ai hast, were emehidedfoom the Hebrew 
canon of Scripture, ought these parts of Daniel to 
have been sOy likewise. Accordingly^ Jerome fuirther 
advises ns, ^non haberi Danielem apud Hebreos 
inter projdbetas, sed inter eos qui Hagiographa 
eonscripserunt/ that the Jews do not place Dankl 
with the prophets, but simply among the writers of 
Holjf Scripture. And if we rightly cmisider the 
nature of the ccmtents of the book of Daniel, we 
shall not be much surprised at this. Dr. Churke 
says, it is probable he meets with this treatment 
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from them, because his prophesies are proofs too 
evident that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah : for 
he came at the very time that Daniel had said the 
prince Messiah should come. 

Leaving the children of Israel (or the mixed 
nation or people scattered over the world, and 
claiming this important title) to judge as they may 
of this their own prophet, until it shall please the 
Infinite and most wise God, that the veil be taken off 
from their hearts in reading him*' (which day may<^ 2 Cor. m. 
God of his mercy hasten, by the effectual calling of 
all people in the gospel of his Son), let us, who be- 
lieve in Christ, duly prize and endeavour rightly to 
study and use these precious Scriptures : the more 
earnestly, as they contain matter evidently suited to 
the present, and to quickly approaching times! 

I shall now proceed to examine somewhat in 
detail die history of the Babylonian idolatry and 
ecclesiastical establishment in the time of Daniel; 
or, as it is commonly termed, and with very unfair 
contempt, the Story of Bel and the Dragon. 

In the book of Jeremiah, we find in several places 
denunciations against this idolatry. As in chap. 50, 
thus, Declare ye among the nations, and publish, 
and set up a standard; publish and conceal not : say, 
Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach(a) 
is broken in pieces ; her idols are confounded, her 
images are broken in pieces. And in chap. 51, 

(a) Was tUs an idol bearing the name of the king, Evil- 
Merodach; or was that king named from his god? See 
Dan. iv. 6. 
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Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, 
that made all the earth drunken: the nations have 
drunken of her wine, therefore the nations are mad. 
Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed : howl for 
her; tak^ balm for her pain, if so be she may be 
healed. (6) We would have healed Babylon, (c) but 
^e is not healed : fwsak^ her, and Idi us go every 
One into his own country : for her j udgment reacheth 
unto heaven, and is lifted tfp even to the skies, v. 7 — 9. 
B^old I am against thee, O destroying mountain, {d) 
saith the Lord, which destroyest «H Ihe ^arth : 
and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll 
thee down from the rocks, and will make of thee a 
burnt mountain. And they shall not take of thee a 
stone for a comer, nor a stone for foundations ; but 
thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the Lord. v. 25, 
26. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon Irafth de- 
voured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me 
an empty vessel, he hath swallowed me up like a 
dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, 
he hath cast me out. The violence done to me and 
to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant 
of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants t^ 
Ohaldea, shall Jerusalem say. v. 34, 85. And I 

(fr) Alluding to a mugical practice of iieaKiig by^mpia^, 
another person taking the medicine for the sick. 

(c) £y the publication in her of the doctrine of the one 
true God and his .worship ; a doctrine confirmed by most 
evident signs and wonders. > 

(d) Probably the high place of Bel, and his temple 
thereon. 
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will puaish Bel ia Babylon^ and I will bri«g ^i^h 
out of his mouth that which he hath sw9.1)owed up: 
and the natioua shall not flow tog^thQy my more 
uoto him: yea, the wall of Babylon ehcJl ftdl. v. 44. 
Therefore, behold, the days CQme> that I will do 
judgment upon the graven images of Babylou: and 
her whole land shall be confbunded, and aU her slain 
shall fall in the midst of her. v. 47, Wherefore, 
behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will do 
judgment upon her graven images : and through all 
her land the wounded shall groan. Though Babylcm 
should mount up to heaven, and though she should 
fortify the height of her strength, yet flrom me shall 
spoilers come unto her, saith the Iiord. A sound of 
a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction 
from the land of the Chaldeans; because the I/)rd 
hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the 
great voice : (e) (when her waves do roar like great 
waters, a noise of their voice is uttered,) because the 
spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and 
her mighty men are takw, every one of their bows 
is broken : for the JLiord God of recompenses shall 
surely requite, v. 52 — 66. 

Let us examine these important passages in de^ 
tail.— 1. They who were to publish this prophecy 
^ among the nations' were to do it in the most op^i 

(e) The ' great voice ' (of the multitude in s» city) may be. 
very well thought to represent the force of prejudice or pub- 
lic opinion, operating in favour of existing abuses^ and to the 
protection of their authors and of thpse that profit by 
them. 

c2 
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manner: they were even * to set up a standard' 
the more to attract the attention of the people to 
their message. — 2. They were to declare the thing 
as already accomplished; so certain was the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy, and so near the time. — 
3. For what reason is Babylon said to be a golden 
cup in the Lord's hand, which made all the earth 
drunken; but because it pleased God that the sur- 
rounding heathen should fall under that particular 
delusion which prevailed in her, in respect of the 
worship of Bel and his dragon? Of which delusion 
they had, in common with this great city, the op- 
portunity of being cured, by the testimony of the 
Jews to the true God, and the manifestation of the 
power of Jehovah in the transactions recorded in the 
book of Daniel. For it appears, by what is said in 
verse 44, that there was a great concourse out of 
the surrounding nations to this worship. — 4. It is 
plain, that the support of this establishment was con- 
nected with very grievous oppression of the people; 
in which the poor captive Jews had their share. So 
that it is called the destroying mountain which de- 
stroyed all the earth; no doubt, by exaction and 
robbery, for the creation and support of the magni- 
ficence of this idolatry, in common with that of 
Nebuchadnezzar their sovereign lord.— 5. The de- 
struction of the images and of the worship is plainly 
stated to be degreed, because of these oppressive 
practices. ^ Therefore,' verse 47, — ^ wherefore,' verse 
62, — ^ I will do judgment upon the graven images of 
Babylon.' Accordingly, the prophet Isaiah thus 
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describes the event as already happening: ^ Bel 
boweth down, Nebo stoopeth^ their idols were upon 
the beasts and upon the cattle: your carriages were 
heavy laden; they are a burden to the weary beast. 
They stoop^ they bow down together; they could not 
deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into cap- 
tivity.' Isa. xlvi. 1, 2—6. It is declared, that though 
these idolaters should make resistance, though they 
' should mount up to heaven [their mountain, with 
the temple on it] and fortify the height of the strength 
of Babylon, yet from the Lord himself should the 
spoilers come unto her.' And we may conclude, from 
thfe brief notice of these events in the story, that it 
was not without a considerable popular commotion 
in favour of the idolatrous priests (who had ^ the 
great voice' with them for the time) and some con- 
sequent danger to the government, that the putting 
down of their establishment was at length effected. 

Seventh and lastly; the most curious part of the 
matter is the extreme probability that the living 
symbol of the demon, who deceived the people in 
that age, and led them to an idolatrous worship of 
himself, supported (we may be sure) as well by 
magical practices as by force, was in reality an 
enormcms Boa snake! There have been animals 
of this species of sufficient bulk to enable them 
to bear, at intervals, their part in a feast, such as is 
here described, (f) 

That an overgrown reptile of the kind was thus 

(f) The following is chiefly taken, in substance, from Ja- 
cob Bryant's work on Ancient Mythology. The symbolical 
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pampered^ in an enclosure oi some kind, with live 
sheepy and balls of meal kneaded with water or 

worship of the serpent was, in the first ages, very extensiTe; 
it was introduced into all the heathen mytteries, wherever 
celebrated. It began among the Chaldeans, who bnilt a city 
called Ophi$, upon the Tigris, and were greatly addicted to 
divination. From Chaldea it passed into Egypt, where kings 
and priests wore bonnets, having on them the figures of ser- 
pents. In Persis, and other parts of the East, they erected 
temples to the serpent tribe^ and held festivals to their ho- 
nour, esteeming them (or the demon, rather) ' the supreme of 
all Gods, presiding over the whole world.' It was very an- 
tient among the Greeks : there was a legend of a serpent at 
Colchis, at Thebes, at Delphi, and many other places. They 
called Apollo himself Python, and in the orgies of Bacchus 
they carried serpents in their hands, and screamed Eva! 
Eva! The woman at En-dor, {1 Sam. xxviii. 7,) that had a fa- 
miliar spirit, is called Ovb^ the name by which the Egyptians 
knew their serpent-god ; and the damsel in Acts xvi. 16, is 
said to have been possessed with the spirit of Python (of the 
serpent, or corruption.) The name Oub, Ophm, OpiSf or 
Ops, was variously written, according to the language, and 
applied to the serpent who was also called Can-eph, or Cneph, 
Thermuthis, and the Basilisk, or royal snake. It was the 
Egyptian emblem of the sun, also of time and eternity. 
Oph-el, in Chronicles and Nehemiah, signifies Pytho-sol, and 
combines the two: it is theFit^can of the Egyptians, from Tu- 
bal Cain. The name of Apollo is well known to have been 
applied to the deity guiding the chariot of the sun. This 
demon, then, was the Lucifer, that ' son of the morning/ 
whose pride, presumption, and fall from heaven, are treated 
in the fourteenth of Isaiah, being viewed as the presiding 
spirit of the state of Babylon; also tiie ApoUyon of the Re- 
velations. * I take Ab-adon [son of the morning?] to hava 
been (says Bryant) the same Ophite god, with whose wor- 
ship the world had been so long infected^ that he is de- 
scribed as the dragon^ that old serpent, which is the devil 
and Satan. Hence I think that the learned Heinsius is very 
right in the opinion which he has given upon this passage, 
when he makes Abaddon the same as the serpent Pytho. 
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wine, is exceedingly probable, bom the manner in 
whidi Daniel destroyed him. He was too large, 
and his scaly coat too hard, to be assailed with 
common weapons ; but from the manner in which 
the preset had 49een him feast, he had no difficulty 
in devising the means of his destmction : he had 
only to give him an indigestible dinnerl 

Such a ^ beast"' as this, with the quadrapeds'iP8ai.ciT.25. 
of prey, his companions (in the menagerie <if Nebu- 
chadnezzar) together with the occasional eKhibition 
of tte suflEerings of kuman victims thrawu to them 
oHvey either as criminals nnder the laws, or for of- 
fences against the state, might wdl attiact a con- 
course of wandering [nlgiims from the iBuironndiiig 
countries; who would ^flow together,' as they do 
at this day to the idi^trous ruttSy around the car of 
Juggernaut and other idok, in our East faidianposses- 

** Non dubitandnm est quin Pythias Apollo, hoc est spurcus 
ille spirittts qnem Hebraei Ob et Abaddon, Heileiristas Apol- 
ituma dixemnty sub hac form^ qui xniseriam Immaiio gcDeri 
invexit, prim6 cultas/' &c. D. Heinsius, AristarchuSp p. 2. 

It was, then, God's people alone who knew this demon in 
bis real character, and cotdd tell from whence he had iallen : 
and we need not be surprised (though Bryant thought it ex- 
traordinary) that he should have persuaded the Babylonians, 
among other people of the East, to worship him under his 
proper emblem — the largest of the serpent tribe being taken, 
ior magnificence' «ake, to >eerve this purpose* Such were the 
miserable delusions of those nations ^o which God did not 
see meet to give the greater light of his revelation, as he did 
"to his chosen people, the Israelites. Multitudes of their 
jdescendants remain yet in darkness, whom it is our bounden 
duty (in dependence on his aid) to instruct in the knowledge, 
and imtiateinto thepracticep of the one true and saving faith; 
in which work may God bless every labourer. --J s^ xxxii. 20. 
Amen. 
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sions, seeking to end a miserable life in a crowd of 
in&tuated devotees ; or to return (as it might hap- 
pen) with the reputation of holy men, made perfect 
by vforka of penance. It is said, that the lions to 
which Daniel was exposed, were fed daily with two 
carcases and two sheep. Can it be doubted that 
there was also, in the royal m^iagerie, a collection 
of other wild beasts, kept partly as objects of curio- 
sity, partly as matter of royal magnificence, and for 
the purposes of the chace? The support of these 
would, in all probability, under such a government, 
devolve upon some favorite of the monarch; who 
would raise the necessary supplies of cattle and com 
by requisitions upon the subject; and principally, of 
course, from the captives. 

Well mi^t the prophet Jeremiah, when he had 
learned the particulars of this oppression, imitating 
in his style, the description given him by some fugi- 
tive of the feeding of the great dragon, say, Nebu^ 
chadnezzar king of Babylon hath devoured me^ he 
hath crvshed me^ he hath made me an empty vessel, 
he hath swaUowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled 
his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me out. 
The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon 
Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my 
blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jeru^ 
salem say. And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and 
I will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath 
swallowed up: and the nations shall not flow toge^ 
ther any more unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon 
shall faU! 

THE END. 
London : 
Harvej and Darton, Printers, 
Gracechnrch Street. 
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